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           Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane 
 
                 The Source Appendix 
 
 
 Recently, my research partner, Pat Sproat and I, had released a document we 
titled, “Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane. This was intended as a research release of information 
into the family origins of these three individuals from Southside Sussex County (Old 
Dominion) Virginia who ended up in the early History of Roane County Tennessee circ. 
1800. At the time and in the book itself, I placed in it the cards of proof, written 
originally and found in the R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index of the Mason 
Family, currently stored in the Library of Virginia, that Jane Mason b. 1769 d. 1853, was 
the daughter of John Mason IV and his wife, Jane Parham. 
 
 John Mason IV (John III (Major), John II (Capt.), John I (Sir), was born 17 April 
1741 in Sussex County Virginia and died 12 September 1802. 
 
He married 1. Elizabeth Mary Gee b. 24 July 1741, on 9 June 1760 in Sussex County 
Virginia. She was the daughter of James Gee and Boyce Scott and was born 24 July 
1741. 
 He married 2. Jane Parham b. 1740 d. 1803, the widow of William Thweatt, 27 
September 1764 in Southampton. She was the daughter of Ephraim Parham and his wife 
Rebecca (last name unknown to us).   
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 1 John Mason IV 
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R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 2, John Mason IV 
 
 ((Note: in order to separate all of the John Mason’s in this line of the Mason 
Family “We” (Pat and I) numbered them as John I (Sir John Mason of England), John II 
(Capt. John Mason of Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina), John III (Major John Mason 
son of Capt. John) and John IV (son of Major John Mason) and so on but our John Mason 
IV is actually referenced in other places of previous research by other researchers as John 
Mason, Jr.)). 
 
 There were two cards (shown below) from the R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card 
Index dedicated to Jane Mason. They were written to record her “Baptismal” date, which 
was 4 April 1774. We know this because on the 2nd card of the two, her Godparents are 
written in by Batte himself indicating that they were,  The Reverend William Wylie, 
Jacobina Wylie (the Reverends good wife) and Rebecca Mason b. 17 Dec. 1746 Sussex 
County Virginia d. unknown and married Timothy Rives in Sussex County Virginia on 4 
Feb. 1780. Rebecca Mason was the youngest daughter of Major John Mason III and his 
wife Elizabeth Chappell. She is the youngest sister of John Mason IV. In addition, Batte 
didn’t know the birth year of Jane Mason and left this space blank. 
 
Jane’s date of birth, 1769, was given to us Jeffery Family descendants by a man named J. 
J. Sams. He was the only child from the marriage of Lavina Jeffery (Jane Mason’s 
Daughter) to her first husband, Samuel Wylie Samms, in Union County Illinois about 
1811 / 1812. J. J. Sams later in his life became a family historian and writer, much like 
Augustus C. Jeffery did by becoming a newspaper editor and family historian as well. 
Both of these men were the grand sons of Jane Mason. There is no reason to believe that 
they didn’t get her birth and marriage information from Jane Mason herself. They both 
knew Jane Mason and lived close to her all of their lives until her death in 1853. Notice 
on the 2nd card that Jane Mason was known in the family as “Eliza” Jane. 
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R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 1, Jane Mason. 
 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 2, Jane Mason. 
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 The other “known” Children of John Mason IV and Jane Parham that we have 
reliable record of are: 
 
1. Elizabeth Mason b. 20 May 1772 d. 1819 and married Benjamin Wyche, 18 July 1788 
in Sussex County Virginia. 
 

  
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 1, Elizabeth Mason. 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 2, Elizabeth Mason 
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And 2. John Raines Mason, b. 24 April 1770 d. Dec 1826. 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 1, John Raines Mason 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 2, John Raines Mason. 
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 Through the lives of these 3 three children, researchers may find continued 
evidence of other children born to John Mason IV and Jane Parham. We know and can 
prove, for instance, that Daniel Mason of early Roane County Tennessee history was the 
known brother of Jane Mason as indicated in the Civil War letter of Ambrose Jeffery to 
his father Miles Jeffery. Ambrose Jeffery was the great grandson of Jane Mason and 
wrote one of his later letters home to his parents from the home of Thomas Jefferson 
Mason’s, Mason Place (the son of Daniel Mason and Mamie “Polly” Brashear) in 
Loudon, Tennessee. 
 
 We have reasonable proof as well to a family relationship with Nathaniel Mason, 
also of early Roane County Tennessee History. We do “Not” believe at this time that the 
so-called “Probable” Brother to Daniel Mason by Snyder Roberts in his writings of these 
two Mason’s, is the same Nathaniel C. Mason who was a son of John Raines Mason. 
 
 Nathaniel C. Mason, the son of John Raines Mason was a man who was held in 
very low esteem by his father, John Raines Mason and took off to live in the “Western 
County”. He had married a woman named Catherine who is also mentioned in the Will of 
John Raines Mason that was Probated 4 Jan. 1827. 
 
 This man, Nathaniel C. Mason, “May” prove out, in the end, to be the Nathaniel 
Mason that is mentioned in the early history of Roane County Tennessee. He is a good 
candidate, however; there is no evidence to support that belief that we were able to 
discover. We are tending to agree, for the time being, with Snyder Roberts about the 
Nathaniel Mason he mentions in his early History of Roane County and are still working 
under His thought that Nathaniel Mason and Daniel Mason were “brothers” and did not 
share in an Uncle Daniel to “nephew” Nathaniel relationship as would be the case if 
Nathaniel was the son of John Raines Mason. So, there is still the potential that “Our” 
Nathaniel is a son of John IV Mason and Jane Parham as well. Think about it. John 
Raines Mason named one of his sons “Nathaniel” and for some reason that name was in 
his mind. Similarly, Daniel Mason and his second wife Martha “Patsy” Hicks named one 
of their own children, Nathaniel Mason and another, Daniel Marion Mason. Daniel 
Mason’s sister, Jane (Mason) Jeffery (as well as her first-born son, Jehoiada Jeffery) 
named one each of their own children, Daniel Mason Jeffery. We don’t see any names of 
Nathaniel Mason here but one of the grand daughters of Jane Mason, Lavina Culp, 
married a man by the name of Samuel Mason, which might turn out to be the son of 
“Our” Nathaniel Mason of early Roane County Tennessee History with Daniel Mason. 
We are still in the process of researching this. Some people believe this Samuel Mason 
was a son of Daniel Mason. This is NOT correct. Samuel Mason was descended from 
Nathaniel Mason along with a few sisters who also lived their own lives in Arkansas. 
 
 So how does the Jane Mason, mentioned in the R. Bolling Batte Biographical 
Card Index and the Jane Mason of the Missouri Territory of 1816 tie in together? How or 
why do we believe these two Jane Mason’s are the one and the same?  Well, what we 
have discovered during the period of our research (and any other researcher will discover 
as well) is that there is a more than consistent reference to the Jefferies / Jeffery family of 
Virginia in the John IV Mason / Jane Parham Family history, as well as the Jane Mason 
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who pioneered her way with her husband James Jeffery to the Missouri Territory, 
arriving there in 1816. Researchers “will” find (if you continue the Jane Mason research) 
that a man named Achillies Jefferies had married into the John III Mason Family by 
marrying a woman named Mary Mason, a daughter of Major John Mason III and sister to 
John IV Mason. You will also discover, by looking into the Parham Family history, the 
name of Jefferies who were from Virginia and of course the Obvious James Jeffery that 
married Jane Mason in Alexandria in 1789 and moved their family into the Missouri 
Territorial History of 1816. The Jeffery Family itself is the link to Jane Mason’s past, as 
it should be. 
 
 Pat Sprout and I have been conducting this research with the thought that folks 
who read about our work, would like to research it out on their own and would thus be 
able to come to the very same conclusions that we have, in their own intelligence and 
minds. Afterall, this is the stimulus of family research in our view; the hunt, the research 
capability that all family researchers are trying to hone into skill. We just wanted to 
“Point the way” so to speak. However it has come to our attention that some folks want 
us to produce our “Documented” evidence without taking the time themselves to discover 
their own historical pasts. So, this document will help those a little bit more in 
determining if they are on the right path or not. We relied on and continued the Research 
ourselves of R. Bolling Batte who created his Biographical Index of the Mason Family 
and the research of Snyder Roberts, the famed historian of Roane County, Tennessee. 
Many of our documents were found in the Roane County Genealogical Archives in 
Kingston, Tennessee. We were sent the “Nathaniel Mason Land Grant Documents” that 
we posted in the research release, “Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane by the descendants of the 
Lt. Hugh Swearingin Family, who wish to remain unnamed. Now you don’t have to take 
our word for what we wrote in our, “Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane” research release 
Document. With the Sources of our research disclosed in this Appendix of the Daniel, 
Nathaniel and Jane Document, researchers are now be able to rely on the Biographical 
Card Index of the Mason Family by R. Bolling Batte, The Roane County Genealogical 
Archives in Kingston, Tennessee and you can download the Nathaniel Land Grant 
documents from our Research release so you can continue in this historical study. R. 
Bolling Batte’s complete Mason Family Index is currently being stored at the Library of 
Virginia and has been there for quite a very long time as far as we are aware. The history 
of Jane Mason should have never been a Mystery to anyone as the evidence of her life 
was always in the Library of Virginia stored in the R. Bolling Batte Biographical Index 
Cards which will lead researchers to the Old Sussex County Virginia Vestry Book and 
the old Sussex County Register, both written by Jane’s God Father, The right Reverend 
William Wylie.  The specific locations in both of these books are written on the Batte 
Index Cards for Jane Mason and her “Baptismal” information where, in these two 
volumes, Jane’s information is revealed. It appears as though there have not been many 
researchers that have really looked into the R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index to 
find out whatever happened to Jane Mason or to be able to make the “connection” to her 
as being descended from her rightful John IV Mason family. 
 
 For some reason unknown to us, Jane’s history has always been over-looked. 
Maybe it was because on the second card Batte relates that Jane was called “Eliza” and 
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people thought this card was for Jane’s sister, Elizabeth. Also on virtually “ALL” of the 
genealogy trees that a person will find on the web of John VI Mason and his wife Jane 
Parham only 2 children are ever mentioned as being born to them: John Raines Mason 
and Elizabeth Mason and the rest was taken for granted – without Jane Mason ever 
surfacing. 
 
 J. J. Sams tells us in his writings that Jane Mason’s family didn’t want her to 
marry James Jeffery. He was unschooled and couldn’t read nor write but Jane was in love 
with this man and ran away with him to be married in Alexandria, Virginia in 1789. We 
tried to find evidence of her marriage in Alexandria but we ran into the history of a city 
that was burned to the ground in 1814 during the War of 1812. There weren’t many, if 
any, documents to look at from the time period in question. There may be others of you 
researchers out there who might have better luck with finding documents from the time 
period prior to the War of 1812 of Alexandria, Virginia genealogical History. 
 
 The History written into the R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index and the Old 
Sussex County Vestry Book and The Sussex County Register by William Wylie are your 
best places for finding the history of Jane Mason’s early years of life prior to the writings 
of J. J. Sams, her Grandson. Her Relationship to the Jefferies / Jeffery Family of Virginia 
becomes evident on the gravestone of her first-born son, Jehoiada Jeffery where inscribed 
into the stone are the words, “Son of James Jeffery of Virginia”. 
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James Jeffery’s own headstone is located in the same Jeffery Cemetery located in Izard 
County, Arkansas. 
 
 Jane Mason was laid to rest in a different place other than next to her husband, 
James Jeffery. The story of how she became separated from her husband prior to their 
deaths is a tragic story, which researchers will be able to discover, in detail, on the web. 
I’ll not include it here. 
 
 Pat and I hope that everyone who is interested in the early history of Jane 
Mason’s life finds this release of our primary sources for our research, a big help in 
continuing on with the Honing of your own Research skills. It could be that many of you 
will find additional information that will help discover Jane Mason and her early years of 
life in Southside Virginia. You may also be very instrumental in continuing the research 
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of Nathaniel Mason and will also be able to add to the evidence held in the Roane County 
Genealogical Archives of Daniel Mason as well. In any event, please give yourselves the 
opportunity to do good work and stick with it. There is information out there about these 
three individuals from Eastern Tennessee History. You just have to dig for it. 
 
              By 
 
            Pat Sproat and Thomas L. Milligan        


