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    Introduction: 
 
The Mason Family in America has an amazing history.  There are 5 distinct 

branches of this English family in North America of which we will only be discussing 
three that came to The American Colonies in the very early years of American History. 
What allot of modern American Family historians, genealogists and writers conducting 
studies of this English Family don’t realize when they take on a project to study one 
branch of this very large family, is that they were already well distributed  in the Colonies 
by the beginning of our Revolutionary War. A person really needs to have a better 
understanding of the Family’s distribution in the American Colonies to be able to 
determine, with some sort of accuracy, of which family branch an individual or two or 
three people are descended from.  

Such is the case with our three focus individuals, Daniel Mason of early Roane 
County, Tennessee history and his sister Jane Mason who pioneered with her family to 
Old Lawrence County (Missouri Territory 1816) Arkansas and Nathaniel Mason also of 
Early Roane County history and later of Jackson County, Tennessee.  

Most “Official” early historical Records of these three individuals (prior to being 
found in Roane County Tennessee) are virtually non-existent any longer as the places 
where they lived, married, and were baptized had been ravaged by the fires of The 
Revolutionary War, The War of 1812, which saw the burning of Alexandria, Virginia by 
the British after the cities surrender to them in 1814 and then The courthouse burnings 
during the Civil War. This is not to mention the other careless fires and floods that 
occurred to many early Courthouses just by human error at various later dates, which 
destroyed Tax Roles, Land Purchase Documents and other essential documents relative to 
their births and deaths. A very good archive however that a person can start with though 
when researching these individuals, is the Roane County Genealogical Archive in 
Kingston, Tennessee. They have been, over their years of operation, a collecting point for 
much of the history of Daniel and Nathaniel Mason mostly due to one of their local 
historians, Snyder Roberts. To him and his early efforts to chronicle the lives of these 
people, we would like to dedicate this volume of research about these three individuals. 

There was also the normal early history of middle and western North Carolina 
that kept Official Records of Pioneering people from being kept. This part of the country 
saw thousands of early eastern seaboard American’s pushing westward from North and 
South Carolina and Virginia through the various River Valleys and Mountain Gaps of the 
Blue Ridge of Southern Appalachia. After the end of the Revolutionary War, these 
people went west to seek out their own “Manifest Destiny” of the American Frontier 
Wilderness on The Cumberland Plateau. These and further points in the Old Spanish 
Territory west of the Mississippi were the “Western Lands”. There weren’t any 
courthouses around in America’s wilderness, where these three people and countless 
others, who found themselves as Pioneers on the Frontier challenging the Great 
Wilderness, could record the births of their children or the deaths of loved ones they lost 
while on the trail. There were only the courthouses and the Church Vestry’s back east in 
Virginia or North Carolina but none that traveled along with the leading wave of these 
brave American people. The pioneers who challenged this rugged land came to it with the 
hope of finding good fertile soil they could settle on; where they could build their 
families, farms and homes. 
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The other access point to the Cumberland Plateau Prior to and during this same 
period of time was at the far northern end of Virginia’s Great Shenandoah Valley. Many 
people from Northern Virginia, Pennsylvania, Massachutsetts and points even further 
northeast also moved over the Blue Ridge and the Allegany Mountains on the western 
edge of West Virginia to the promise of the rich soils and grasses of the KEN-TUCK-EE. 
There was an abundance of tall grasses for their livestock and boasted of many fresh 
water springs and streams. This was a land where game such as Deer, Buffalo, Elk and 
smaller animals abounded in great numbers. Of course, in the North, this migration 
started much earlier because of the Ohio River Valley’s location. It was the Inland 
Theater of our own French and Indian War as well as the American Revolutionary War. 
The Ohio River Valley is where the British acquired the old French forts along the River 
that they had won as a result of the French and Indian War who had as their allies, the 
Confederated Indian Tribes fighting with them, who wanted very much to keep the 
encroaching European White Man from migrating westward. These early European 
settlers sometimes desecrated the lands that held the Spirits and the Graves of Native 
American Grandfathers for hundreds of generations past.  

As you can imagine, these were also lawless times on the Frontier and many 
people had to remember and live by their own personal system of values instilled in them 
during their up bringing in the good homes and churches back east. They realized right 
from wrong as far as the Law was concerned and those who did not have any respect for 
their fellow Pioneers, found a taste of “Frontier Justice” eventually catching up to them. 
People knew instinctively how to treat and respect other Pioneers as they traveled 
westward but unfortunately what this wave of White European  American Expansionism 
did to the Native American Peoples of North America in the 1800’s was more than just 
tragic.  

There were, however, those people who made their way in life, supporting their 
families by living on both sides of the Eastern Laws, as we might discuss later. The Law 
didn’t come to these new lands until Pioneering peoples had settled into small wilderness 
“settlements” where they eventually established their own system of Governance. It was 
almost as if the darker side of Humanity created a wave of “Crime” that preceded many 
settlements before the establishment of a Good, Sound and Just system of Laws were 
made that everyone in these frontier communities could live by. This negative side of 
Human Nature preceded and moved along with the American push westward all the way 
to the Pacific Ocean in later years. This is what made men like Judge Issac Parker (a 
Milligan Family Descendant), “The Hanging Judge of Ft. Smith” so famous in Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas and his jurisdiction into parts of the Western American Frontier later on in 
history.  He actually hired a group of Marshals to travel with the push westward that 
brought some of these people living in the lawless west, back to Ft. Smith to stand trial 
for their crimes against the good, God Fearing folk who lived and labored by the laws of 
the east. This was not the case in the initial push westward from the Southern Blue Ridge 
in the early days of American expansionism into Tennessee and Kentucky. Many 
Pioneers had to learn about Frontier Bushwakers, Murders, Thieves and River Pirates on 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. They also had to contend with the swindlers and 
counterfitters that also found their way to many of the small communities along these 
Rivers, exchanging their bad homemade currencies for the real currency of the time.  



 IV

In this volume of Research Results however, we are trying to re-establish these 
three Mason Family individuals with their proper lineages thru the various records that 
were kept and handed down by their descendants, their families and other people who 
knew them. We realize the significance of this and many who will read this document 
will say, “Gee, for you to make this claim, I would have to see a document of birth or 
other such writing.”  Well, the truth is that there just aren’t very many documents left to 
see; only what has been handed down in the family’s themselves as no one wishes to see 
their ancestors forgotten and lost to the ravages of  War, the normal passage of time and 
the process of natural decay. “Real” genealogists will cringe at this and so be it. We 
found what we found and we are going to display our research discoveries in this 
document never the less.  

The early historical work Pioneered and written by Snyder Roberts in his, “ Early 
History of Roane County Tennessee” was indeed a very excellent effort in his research of 
Daniel and Nathaniel Mason and their subsequent marriages into the Brashears Family.  
However the celebrated Mr. Roberts did not have in the 1960’s, when he assembled his 
research and put his book together, the benefit of computerized research as we do today. 
Mr. Roberts as a life long resident of Roane County, Tennessee relied instead on the 
documents that did survive the early history of Roane County and were currently 
available to him from various Archives in the area when the research phase of his book 
was being put together. Since then, his work was so good, it has stood the test of time, 
even into our new millennia. 

In this document we hope to not only cement Mr. Roberts’ work and keep it as the 
outstanding pioneering effort of The History of Roane County Tennessee that it remains 
to be today but also we hope to add to it with our own continuation to his efforts in a way 
that if Mr. Roberts were still with us today, I am sure he would have also come to the 
same conclusions that we have.  If you are interested in and/or conducting a study of 
Daniel Mason, Nathaniel Mason or Jane (Mason) Jeffery, you will need to have access to 
what Snyder Roberts has written in his books. Their histories are the exciting legacy of 
this brilliant man’s life and his excellent knowledge that he has left for us all. 

 

 Our Three Mason Family Branches 
  
The three branches of the Mason Family we are going to briefly discuss are these: 
The Captain John Mason Family of Massachutsetts. This very early Mason 

Family branch is attributed with the founding of the Great State of New Hampshire with 
some family members (during the Rev. War) living in Boston, Massachutsetts. One of 
which, “Lieutenant” Colonel David Mason, was commanding George Washington’s 
Armory in Springfield, Massachutsetts. We are only mentioning this man so that 
historians and genealogists and other readers of this document do not confuse him with 
the second David Mason who was (Full) Colonel David Mason of Sussex County 
Virginia. Both of these David Mason’s wrote to and received letters from His Excellency 
George Washington during the Revolutionary War and should NOT be confused with 
each other. Both of their father’s names were John Mason and both of their father’s  
military ranks (Captain) are identical. 
 Our Target Mason Family branch is that of Captain John Mason of Pasquotank 
Precinct, North Carolina. He is the only known son of Sir John Mason (b. 1640 in 
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England d. unknown). Sir John Mason came to the Virginia Colony as one of the 18 
Mason Family members that accompanied Capt. George Mason in the “Exodus of the 
Royals” on the ship “Assurance” in 1651. They came to the Colonies to escape the 
English ruler Oliver Cromwell after Cromwell’s overthrow of Parliament, King Charles 
1st and the English Monarchy. 

Among these “self exiled” and disguised Mason Family members and a few 
friends totaling 18, was Sir John Mason I of England. 

His Grandchildren, the sons of Captain John Mason II (1693-1755) and his wife, 
Elizabeth Macon (1698-1763) of the Pasquotank Precinct of North Carolina, specifically, 
Major John Mason III (b. 1 Nov 1717 d. 1785) and his wife Elizabeth Briggs Chappell (b. 
July 1722 d. Nov 1799) are who we believe gave descendancy to our three Mason Family 
members; Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane Mason. (Note: We have not found any documented 
proof of their births indicating so but we believe these three to be brothers and sister, 
descending from Major John III Mason’s son John Mason IV of Sussex County and 
Cumberland Parish, Lunenburg County, Virginia area.) 

The third Mason Family branch we will touch on is that of Capt. George Mason.  
Captain George Mason (1626-1686), born in Staffordshire, England, in 1626 belonged to 
the family of Masons of Warwickshire who lived at "Mason Croft," Stratford-on-Avon. 
This is the old Elizabethan seat of the Mason family.  Capt. George Mason, one of the 
progenitors of the Mason family of Virginia, was a royalist and Loyal to King Charles in 
Cromwell’s contest between his forces and those of the King. He established his family 
seat at Accokeek Plantation in 1655, which was in Westmoreland County at the time, 
which later became Stafford after another county was formed from Westmoreland. 
Accokeek was on the Dogue’s Neck peninsula but adjacent to it further inland, Gunston 
Hall would be built later and become the home of Capt. George Mason’s great grandson 
son, George Mason IV, who penned Virginia’s Bill of Rights during the Revolutionary 
War which also served as the model for the “Bill of Rights” annexed to our own 
“Declaration of Independence” from the English Crown. 

This George Mason IV had a brother named William Mason who settled his own 
family seat at Norfolk, Virginia. We will also mention one of William’s descendants, 
Sam Mason, as his later years in life as a River Pirate on the Ohio, ran prior to and 
sometimes parallel to, in place and time, to that of Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane Mason 
from 1790 to 1804. 

The distribution of the Mason Family was all up and down the Eastern Seaboard 
of The American Colonies from New Foundland and Maine to South Carolina. This 
Family also went to the Island of Barbados just off the American Colonial Coast, which 
was used as an English shipping port of the High Seas and a staging point by many 
Slaver’s who shipped their precious cargos of slaves that were being Kidnapped basically 
from their own tribes in Africa, to the American Colonies. Also there were Mason Family 
members that made their way “Around the Horn” to settle in Australia, another English 
Possession like Tai Pai and Hong Kong were on the extreme other side of the Planet. 

Does anyone remember the English phrase, “The Sun Never Sets on English 
Soil”? It was Sir Walter Raleigh’s defeat of the Spanish Armada in the English Channel 
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, that gave the English their domination and power 
over the Bounding Main in the 15 and 1600’s that allowed them to claim other lands in 
the world as Possessions of England. Of course most of you all might remember that just 
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a few years prior to his defeat of the Armada, Sir Walter Raleigh had already claimed 
The Virginia Colony in the America’s in Honor of  Elizabeth, “England’s Virgin Queen”.  

There were many English Royalists, in disguise of course, that escaped 
Cromwell’s rule (and the Headsman’s Ax) who found life and existence in one or another 
of England’s many territories and possessions around the world during the “Migration of 
the Royalists” (1650-1655). The Mason’s who migrated to the Virginia Colony did so on 
the ship “Assurance” in 1651. The members of the Mason family and a few friends 
totaling 18 people, dispersed quickly into different parts of the colony. Sir John Mason, 
who had eventually settled South of James Island in the Pasquotank Precinct of North 
Carolina, arrived in the Colony (also in disguise) with two of his closest friends; One, a 
Knight of the House of Peyton and the 2nd, a Knight of the House of Skipwith (see the 
Skipwith Family research). Disguise for Sir John as well as all of the 18 Royalists who 
fled to Virginia on the Assurance, was a must or they too may have found the same fate 
as did King Charles 1st who was beheaded. Fortunately for all of these 18 survivors of the 
over-throw of the English Crown, Cromwell was busied more with the work of  
Government than he was with looking for The King’s Men who vanished into England’s 
many land possessions around the world. In essence, although not specifically mentioned 
in History, it appears as though these escapees’ of Cromwell’s Rule took upon 
themselves a sort of “Self Exile” to keep their lives. England’s loss of these fine people 
however, was America’s gain later on during the Revolutionary War years of our new 
nation as instead of remaining “Torie” with a loyalilty to England; many turned 
Republican and fought against England for the cause of American Freedom and 
Independence. 

    Our research History 
 
I need to explain a bit of our own research history to bring everyone up-to-date 

about it. 
I am a descendant of John Milligan II of Triadelphia, West Virgina. He had 

migrated to the Missouri (later Arkansas) Territory in 1816 by traveling to the homes of 
the Culp Brothers who were sons of Daniel Culp and his wife, Esther Chapline who 
migrated from Shepardstown, (West) Virginia to Cynthiana, Kentucky about 1781. 

John made it to the Missouri Territory and eventually settled into the area of 
Reeds Creek that was in Old Lawrence County. By 1818 he had married Eda Jeffery, a 
daughter of  James Jeffery of England and his wife Jane Mason. Eda was born in the year 
1800 in East Tennessee as she writes on her census declarations. I started this research 
many years ago first by discovering the paternal side of John II Milligan’s life and after 
meeting my research collaborate, Pat (Milligan) Sproat, we set off to study the maternal 
side of my Milligan Branch. Well, of course, realizing that I was descended from James 
Jeffery and Jane Mason, we started looking into their pasts. 

We had no idea at all back then that by following Jane Mason’s history from 
Batesville, Arkansas to the early history of eastern Tennessee that we would run into the 
history of a man by the name of Thomas Jefferson Mason in Loudon County, Tennessee. 
We came to find out that his father was Daniel Mason of Early Roane County Tennessee 
History and by finding the existence of an old Civil War letter from 1862 written by Jane 
Mason’s Great Grandson, Ambrose Jeffery, we discovered that Jane Mason and Daniel 
Mason were Brother and Sister as Ambrose Jeffery wrote that T. J. Mason was “Nephew 
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to old Grandmother Jeffery.” In the Family, everyone knows Old Grandmother Jeffery as 
Jane Mason. So we started researching various archives and libraries about Thomas 
Jefferson Mason and his father Daniel Mason of Roane County and got quite involved 
with the Robert S. Brashear Family also of very early Roane County history. 

The search for information has been amazing. We discovered the book written by 
Snyder Roberts. We discovered the Roane County Archives where we found the research 
of a Mason family descendant in southern California whose husband is descended from 
Daniel Mason’s second marriage to Martha Hicks, who after Daniel’s death in August of 
1839, moved to Greene County Missouri (Springfield area) with her’s and Daniel’s 
children. 

So Pat and I released our research findings up to that point in our essay entitled, 
“The Family of Jane Mason”. This was during the Christmas Holiday of 2008. In this 
volume of research findings, we had tentatively traced Jane and Daniel’s ancestry to the 
family of Colonel David Mason of Sussex County Virginia. All of the evidence we had 
uncovered lead us to this logical conclusion. So we consciously made the decision that 
we would leave Jane and Daniel Mason with this family “temporarily” until someone 
could prove to us (after they saw our evidence) that Jane and Daniel “didn’t” belong with 
this family. 

No one has yet to step up to the “Research” plate. However our own research has 
continued and we have made some very excellent new discoveries that is going to force 
our own hand and place Jane, Daniel and Nathaniel Mason with another branch of the 
Captain John Mason II and Elizabeth Macon Family of Pasquotank District of North 
Carolina. We are going to present to everyone our new evidence that supports our claim 
that Daniel Mason of Roane County Tennessee, Nathaniel Mason of early Roane County 
Tennessee and Jane Mason of Batesville Arkansas are, in our judgement, descended from 
a man by the name of John Mason IV and his wife Jane Parham. John Mason IV is a full 
brother to Henry Mason whose wife was Mary Winfield and both are the maternal 
grandparents to General Winfield Scott. Another of John IV Mason’s son is John Raines 
Mason. 

The Famous Soldier and Statesman of Sussex County Virginia, Col. David 
Mason, was known to John IV Mason as Uncle David as was David’s brother Daniel 
Mason (b.1727 d. 1798). It was Col. David Mason’s family who we initially saw as 
Daniel and Jane Mason’s parent family. In fact, Col. David Mason and his family lived at 
“Shell Bank” in Sussex County Virginia and John IV Mason lived on the Sussex / 
Lunenburg County line a few miles east of Shell Bank. Col. David Mason and his 
nephew, John IV Mason were neighbors. Even though we were wrong in our initial 
assessment that our three subjects were fathered by Col. David Mason, we were right 
about placing all three of these individuals in the family of Col. David Mason’s father, 
Captain John Mason of Pasquotank Precinct North Carolina and the place where they 
grew up as children. So Pat and I have continued our research and we are presenting 
those new results to you now. Here is where we currently (2009) are. 
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              Daniel Mason 
 

 What has emerged to be a focal point in finding the area of Virginia where our 
three subjects came from was found in the Cumberland Parish Vestry Book of Lunenburg 
County Virginia. We managed to a find a Daniel Mason, a Nathaniel Mason, a Winfield 
Mason (a brother) along with William Mason and the names of Robert, William and 
James Scott whose families would play prominent rolls in Daniel Mason’s and Polly 
Brashear’s children’s lives later on in Tennessee. 
  

               

               
 
The following sheet is also dated 11 April 1776 but the date isn’t shown on the sheet. 
 

               



 IX

 
These early records are important but the truth is that these names of Daniel, 

Nathaniel and William are from the preceding generation of our Daniel, Nathaniel and 
Jane Mason Family. These are the sons and grandsons of Capt. John Mason II and his 
wife Elizabeth (Macon) Mason.  Some of the other names mentioned however will go on 
to play important rolls in our Daniel and Polly Brashear’s children’s futures. Have you 
noticed the names of Thomas and William Scott? It is our belief at this time that William 
Scott other than playing an important roll in establishing the boundary line in 
Tennessee’s “Squabble Lands” between Tennessee and Kentucky but is also the 
“Ascendant” of  Thomas Jefferson Mason’s (Daniel’s and Polly Brashear’s son) wife 
whose name was Eliza Scott. Later on in this volume, we posted a Cemetery list of the 
graves in T. J. Mason’s estate. Eliza (Scott) Mason is on it listed as T. J.’s wife. Also is 
Eliza’s sister, Eleanor (Scott) Kerr and both were from Sullivan County, Tennessee, “The 
Squabble Lands” area of east Tennessee. 

The next name we need to keep in mind seen, posted on the preceding page, is 
that of Jos. Ragsdale. This families descendants show up in the Missouri Territory in 
1816 along with James and Jane (Mason) Jeffery at Reeds Creek in Ol’ Lawrence 
County, Arkansas. 

The entries in the Cumberland Parish Vestry Book are dated right at the beginning 
of our Revolutionary War and we did not find that the listed Daniel fought in The War 
during the 1770’s however; we did find “Our” Daniel (born about 1774) listed on the 
next document, which is a roster of men who fought in the Frontier Wars. Daniel is listed 
as being a soldier from Aug. 31 to 3 Dec. 1793 in a company of men Commanded by 
Captain Morgan Murry and the Regiment of men belonged to the Militia from Virginia’s 
southwestern lands of Washington County Virginia.  There is a strong indication here that 
Daniel had fought in the Battle of King’s Mountain. Nathaniel Mason was not on this list. 
So we are asking ourselves if Daniel is the older of the two “brothers” (Yes, brothers). I 
think he is and I also think Jane Mason is Daniel’s “Older” sister being born in 1769. 
Nathaniel Mason would be the youngest of the three.  
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Then too is this next document found by the Historian Snyder Roberts, which 

listed Daniel Mason, John Gilliland and a Nathiel (sic) Mason, and others who signed this 
“Petition” to raise a new County (Roane) by dividing Knox County on the 4 of October 
1799. This is the first Document that we found Nathaniel Mason on dated 1799.  
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Continuing on in years to 1802, we found the next document that is one of the 

first Roane County Tax lists for the newly created Roane County. It’s dated 1802 and 
names a host of very interesting people that were part of the company of men serving 
under Capt. John Walker. The readers should notice the names here of Phillip Brashears, 
Stephen Rice and Alexander Scott besides Daniel and Nathaniel Mason. When 
researching the wives of Daniel and Nathaniel Mason, you will run into the histories of 
these other men. 

There has been allot of conjecture and guessing by various previous writers, that 
Nathaniel Mason “Probably is” a brother to Daniel Mason. In the document shown 
below, we find both Daniel and Nathaniel on the 1802 Tax list from Roane County 
Tennessee. We will not see them shown together again on a document until 1820 when 
Daniel Mason and his 2nd wife, Martha Hicks, show up in Jackson County Tennessee 
(Nathaniel’s homestead was in Jackson County since 1815 / 1816) together with Daniel’s 
children from his first marriage to Mary “Polly” Brashear.  We found Nathaniel and his 
family living along the route of the Avery Trace as it passes through Jackson County, 
Tennessee on its way to Ft. Blount that incidentally is the Route Jane Mason and her 
husband James Jeffery took to get up into Elizabethtown (Hopkinsville later) area of 
Kentucky in 1802 / 1803. We will display the Original documents that prove this is “Our” 
Nathaniel a bit later in this essay. 

Just a note about the following document. When you find this document in its 
original listings, you will also discover the other Militia Captains and men just like Capt. 
John Walker and his soldiers. Another of these Captain’s listed in the Tennessee Militia 
(not shown here), is Captain Jeremiah Jeffrey. This man is the brother of James Jeffrey of 
England who had married Jane Mason in Alexandria in 1789. We also found Jeremiah 
Jeffrey and a pal of his, Brittain Ragsdale; serving in the early Anderson County Court as 
Jurors in 1804. This record is available from the Anderson County Courthouse’s County 
Clerk. You can also find a copy of it at the Roane County Genealogical Archives. Capt. 
Jeremiah Jeffrey was in the Tennessee Militia. Later on in 1806, Jeremiah Jeffery shows 
up in an Atlanta, Georgia Court accused of killing 2 Indians. 

Readers; you must be aware that the years 1809, 1810, 1811 were the years 
initially preceding the War of 1812, which largely took place as Navel Battles and the 
landing of English Marine’s in the extreme Southeastern United States in Spanish East 
Florida (North of St. Augustine) and Southern Georgia and later at New Orleans. This 
portion of the War of 1812 in the Southeast was mostly the “Forgotten” part of this War. 
 However, for many of the men from East Tennessee (Roane and Knox Counties) 
who were the very first of Tennessee’s “Volunteers”, this area of the War of 1812 is 
significant. Many Tennesseans, including our Nathaniel Mason will fight here in Spanish 
East Florida on Amelia Island and in Southern Georgia and Pensacola as discussed in 
further detail later in this volume. If you think America has forgotten this part of the War 
of 1812, just wait until you study the Northwestern Theater of this War on the North 
Mississippi River and in the Illinois Territory closer, many American’s thought back 
then, to British held Canada. These were small mainly Indian battles with the 
Confederated Indian Tribes lead by Chief Tecumseh (who also traveled South to 
incorporate the “Red Sticks” of the Mississippi Territory) but there is where you will find 
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the military history of Jane Mason’s and James Jeffrey’s son Jehoiada Jeffrey in the 
Missouri Territory west of the Mississippi at the Battle of Sink Hole.     
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The preceding document we found in the Roane County Genealogical Archives in 
Kingston, Tennessee and was part of a genealogy research conducted by a Mason Family 
in Southern California.  
We also managed to find this next document of soldier’s from Roane County Tennessee 
who had served in the War of 1812. It is incorrect in its showing of individuals though. 
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We can’t figure out why Thomas Jefferson Mason is listed in the preceding 
Document. He was born in 1806 and would have been a very young child of 6-10 years 
old during the years of the War of 1812 and too young to take part in the Creek War or 
the War of 1812 soldiery. In addition, there are many Brashear’s Family descendants who 
aren’t listed here at all. Even though many of the War of 1812 Military units were 
established with Andrew Jackson in Nashville, their ranks were filled in Roane and Knox 
Counties in the east. Nathaniel Mason isn’t listed here because he enlisted in Nashville. 

The preceding documents are important in that they show Nathaniel Mason being 
in Knox County in 1802. In fact, we found the marriage listing for Nathaniel Mason in 
Knox County, July 9, 1801. He supposedly married the sister of Daniel’s wife, Mary 
“Polly” Brashear. It’s true that Nathaniel’s wife’s name was Phoebe Brashear and there is 
a Phoebe Brashear (daughter of Robert S. Brashear) that had married Stephen Rice (also 
shown in the documents above) in the late 1780’s but everyone seems to think that 
Nathaniel Mason married the daughter of Robert Samuel Brashears in 1801 even though 
Robert Samuel Brashear listed “his” daughter Phoebe in his Will, naming her as Phoebe 
“Rice”; not Phoebe Mason. We can argue that Nathaniel did NOT marry the daughter of 
Robert Samuel Brashear even though his wife’s name was also Phoebe Brashear. Did you 
all notice the name Phillip Brashear in the documents above? Well Phillip may have also 
had a daughter by the name of Phoebe Brashear as well and we think he did. We think 
that Nathaniel Mason married Phoebe Brashear, the daughter of Phillip Brashear in Knox 
County in 1801 not the daughter of Robert Samuel Brashear. Robert Samuel Brashears’ 
Will probated in 1816 bears this out because he named Phoebe “Rice”, then the wife of 
Stephen Rice as one of his Heirs and NOT a woman named Phoebe Mason like the one 
he would have if his daughter had married Nathaniel Mason. Researchers need to study 
the Rice Family a bit more and discover the life of Stephen and Phoebe (Brashear’s, 
daughter of Robert Samuel Brashears) Rice’s son, John B. Rice. He left a family Bible to 
his descendants, which is still extent. I think the Date of Death of Stephen Rice needs to 
be looked at as well. I actually saw a story on the web telling everyone that he passed in 
1801. The truth is that Stephen Rice had concluded many land transactions all the way up 
to 1816. The 1801 date of Stephen Rice’s passing cannot be true. A good and “Accurate” 
study of the Stephen Rice Family needs to be conducted so folks wouldn’t be so inclined 
to place erroneous information into the Rice Family file. Whole generations of this 
outstanding Rice Family are yet to come and it would be a shame to have them all 
believing that their descendancy information is not correct. Afterall these are the 
descendants of the Rice Family that used to own all of the land that the City of Memphis, 
Tennessee was built on and purchased later by Andrew Jackson and his partners as part 
of the “Jackson Purchase” in the early history of Memphis, Tennessee.  

 
Let’s get back to Daniel Mason shall we? There have been many Daniel Mason 

land transactions that we found in the Knox County books as shown below. (Note: You 
have to notice the Scott names here, as T. J. Mason will marry Eliza Scott from Sullivan 
County Tennessee. We believe her ancestor to be either James or William, son of James, 
Scott also of Sullivan County Tennessee.) Some of these people in the Land records of 
Knox County will marry into this Mason Family so please take note. 
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P. 350 12 Aug. 1807 William GARDENHIRE to Andrew LEMER for $100. 130 A. on 
poplar Creek. Wit. James SCOTT, David MAHON 
 
P. 48. 25 Jul 1811. Thomas C. CLARK to John SMITH for $160. 150 A. on 
Clinch River. Witness: John S. HAGGARD, Robert TUNNEL, Daniel MASON. 
Probate 15 Apr 1816 Registered 25 Apr 1816. 
 
P. 353 20.Aug. 1812 Robert S. BRASHEARS to Jonathan HARVEY for $100. 
12 A. 
Wit. John McKINNEY, Zaza BRASHEARS 
 
P. 340 2 Jan. 1814 Robert S. GILLELAND and Gray HAGGARD to Daniel MASON for 
$500. 100 A. one-third of 300 A. belonging to Robert GILLELAND, deceased, on Town 
Creek. 
Wit. Jonathan SMITH, John B. RICE 
 
P. 341 21 July 1814 Robert S. GILLALAND and Gray HAGGARD to Daniel Mason for 
$500. No acreage specified. Wit. John D. ROBERTS, Barnaba BRANHAM 
 
P. 343 21 July 1814 Robert S. GILLALAND and Gray HAGGARD to Daniel MASON 
for $500. No acreage specified. On White Oak Creek. Wit. John D. ROBERTS, Bamaba 
BRANHAM 
 
p. 118, 28 March 1815 Daniel Mason to John LEONARD for $225. 140 A. beginning at 
the land corner known as the square bottom, granted to William Reed and Abraham 
Swagerty and conveyed by them to Robert GILLELAND. Witness none. Probate by 
Daniel Mason 21 Jan 1817. Registered 4 Feb 1817 
 
P. 47. 25 Apr 1815. Nathaniel TAYLOR, Carter Co., to Samuel STOUT, Kingston, for 
$110. Lot No. 15 in the Town of Kingston, A. In case STOUT is dispossessed by a better 
title, said Taylor  binds himself  to pay STOUT $220. 
Witness: Thomas C. CLARK, Robert  S. GILLELAND. Probate 15 Apr 1816. 
Registered 24 Apr 1816. 
 
P. 114. 8 Aug 1816. Bill of Sale. Basil BRASHEARS, Executor of the Estate of 
Robert S. BRASHEARS, to Daniel MASON for $935. Three Negroes. One Negro man 
named PAUL, about 40 years of age, one Negro woman named GRACE, about 21 years 
old, and one child named BEN, about six months old. Witness: William GARDENHIRE, 
Robert S. ROBERTS. 
 Probate 21 Jan 1817. Registered 11 Feb 1817. Deed Book E1, Page 114 
 
P. 117. 20 Jan 1817. Daniel MASON to Eli GRIFFETTS for $500. 100 A. on Town 
Creek, part of a 640 A. survey granted to Stockley DONELSON, conveyed by him 
to Mordicai MENDENHALL, then to Robert GILLALAND, deceased, thence to Daniel 
MASON. 
Witness: George CARTER, John HAGGLAR. 



 XVII  

Probate by Daniel Mason 21 Jan 1817. Registered 4 Feb 1817. 
 
P. 78 5 Dec 1820 Alfred HAGGARD, Franklin Co., to Reuben WILLIAMS, Roane Co., 
for $300, 50 A on Clinch River. Witness: Daniel MASON James D. TAYLOR Philip 
ROBERTS. 
 
P. 79 5 Dec 1820. Alfred HAGGARD, Franklin Co., to Reuben WILLIAMS, Roane Co., 
for $400, 70 A on Clinch River. Witness: Daniel MASON, James D. TAYLOR, Philip 
ROBERTS 
 
P. 56. 2 May 1821. Daniel MAS0N to John LEONARD for $40. No acreage given. 
Witness: Gray HAGGARD, Robert REED, Thomas ROGERS 
 
P. 67. 28 Apr 1823. John BROWN, Sheriff, to Francis ELLISON for $100. No acreage. 
Property of John UNDERWOOD, sold to satisfy a judgement for $279.771/2. Witness: 
Robert S. GILLILAND, J. W. M. BREAZEALE. 
 
P. 57. 5 Dec 1822. Starling CAMP to Isaac WALKER for $200. 50 A. on the South bank 
of Clinch river. Witness: John B. MASON,  James HOPE. 
 
P.558. 25 Aug 1830. Bill of Sale. John BROWN to my son Robert A. BROWN for 
"natural love and affection", plus $1 in trust for him and his brothers, Thomas A. 
BROWN, John W. BROWN, Mary Jane BROWN, William L. BROWN & Susan H. 
BROWN. All the negroes I now own, viz, DAVE, ADAM, WILLIAM & PATSEY. 
TONEY & PHILLIS, JOHN & PATSEY & their children, MANDY, MARY & 
THOMAS, JAMES, JAMES & MANERVEY, ROSA, DORCAS & her child, 
HANABAL, JACOB, ISHAM, ROADY & her three children, DANIEL, ELIZABETH 
and HARVEY, ISAAC, HANAH. SOLOMON, SARAH SELENA, NELLY, MURIAH, 
LEAH & MAHALA, PHEABY, FRANK, DANAH. 
Witness: L. W. JORDAN, John B. MASON. 
 
P. 844. 5 Sep 1833. McKinsey ROSE to John WRIGHT for $200. 160 A. in the Hiwassee 
District. Witness: Thos. J. MASON Samuel A. McKINSEY. 
 
P- 847. 6 Aug 1832. Bill of Sale. Robert S. BRASHEARS to Wilham CROWDER for 
$400, Two negro slaves, to wit, one woman named MARY, about 30 years of age, & her 
child, named MARY, about 9 months old. 
Witness: W. S. McEWEN,  R. N. McEWEN. 
 
P 848 4 May 1833. Bill of Sale Robert S BRASHEARS to Jesse McKINNEY for S450. 
Two negro children, the girl, about 6 years old, named RACHAEL, the boy, about 4 
years old, named RUFUS. 
Witness: Jonathan HARVEY, Joseph BRASHEARS. 
 
P. 731. I Feb 1833. Deed of Trust. William S. MASON to Jeremiah R. HAYS, trustee for 
George YOAST & William GALBRAITH. Pledges personal property to secure debt of 
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$97.87 to George YOAST and for $39 to William GALBRAITH. Witness: George W. 
YOAST. 

 
Here’s a copy of Daniel’s will dated September 1839. 
                  

 
 
 
 There are some real fascinating side histories for you History Buffs to be involved 
with here and being the Jabber Jaw that I am, I am going to mention a few for your 
knowledge of early American History. Especially of significant history is the early 
history of Gen. Sam Houston and his brother, who show up on many of the early Roane 
County documents as well as the Soldier’s list of 1812 with Daniel Mason. This is a line 
of history of the Man who started out in life as a shoe salesman in a general store in the 
early years of Tennessee history, migrated thru the Missouri / Arkansas (Old Lawrence 
County) Territory and went on to become the President of the Republic of Texas some 
years later. 
 Also, you have previously seen on one of these early documents the name of 
Stephen Rice. Well, Stephen Rice, who we have touched on earlier, was supposedly the 
husband of Pheobe Brashear (Robert Samuel Brashear’s daughter). This Stephen Rice 
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was descended from John Rice, who held the Original Land Grant that Memphis, 
Tennessee was built on. This land grant, issued by North Carolina in the Western Lands, 
was purchased from the Rice Family by none other than General Andrew Jackson. 
Jackson and 3 other “Investors” who purchased the land grant from Elisha Rice after his 
brother John Rice had been killed by Indians. This purchase was known as the “Jackson 
Purchase” as Jackson, to claim ownership for the property, had to have the consent of the 
Native American Indians who also held ownership of this parcel. This sideline history 
into the Rice Family will take researchers into the belief that there were two women 
whose names were Phoebe and / or Phebe Brashear. The Bible of John B. Rice, Stephen 
and Phoebe (Robert Samuel Brashear’s daughter) Rice’s son claims that he was born 
prior to the year 1800. Then once researches look at the Roane and Knox County Deed 
Books, you will see that Stephen Rice’s land acquisitions are evident all the way into 
1816. This alone is documented proof that Stephen Rice didn’t die in 1801 as some 
stories suggest. So which Phoebe Brashear exactly was Nathaniel Mason supposed to 
have married in 1801? We believe, as mentioned previously, that Nathaniel Mason 
married a Phebe Brashear who was a yet undiscovered daughter of Phillip Brashear and 
NOT the daughter of Robert Samuel Brashear. People should read Robert Samuel 
Brashear’s will a bit more in depth. He called “his” daughter Phoebe by her married 
name, Phoebe Rice and yes, these findings indicate the existence of two women who held 
the name of Phoebe and/or Phebe Brashear. 
 In addition, we shouldn’t disregard the excellent history readers will find 
discovering the life of General Winfield Scott who actually turns out to be a cousin to 
Daniel, Nathaniel, John Raines Mason and Jane Mason. It was Daniel Mason’s son, T. J. 
Mason, who knew this very well. It’s no wonder that T. J. Mason of Loudon, Tennessee 
was a staunch northern Sympathizer all through the Civil War Years. Ambrose Jeffrey, a 
Confederate Soldier who wrote his Civil War letter in 1862 from Cumberland Gap that I 
mentioned of earlier said that there was one drawback to T. J. Mason, “He was a Union 
Man.” He must have known that Scott was relation of his father’s. Afterall, T. J. did 
marry into the Scott Family himself. 

Winfield Scott, in 1808 was promoted to the rank of Captain of the light Artillery. 
In 1809, however he was ordered to New Orleans and while there, was arrested for 
withholding the pay of the men under his command. Being cleared of these charges, other 
than being suspended for a year, he spent that year studying Military warfare at the home 
of his friend, Esquire B. Walkins Leigh After which in 1812, he re-joined the Army on 
the Niagra Frontier and in 1813 was promoted again. Then in 1814, he was wounded at 
the Battle of Niagra after which he settled down and went back to Richmond where he 
married his wife Maria Mayo. It is an interesting history to read.   
 Also are the names of the Chism Brothers who ended up out in west Texas and 
founded the Chism Trail for their Cattle operation. These documents in the early history 
of Roane and Knox County Tennessee are also the very early personnel histories of some 
people who went on to become some of the most famous people in American History. 

When you research Nathaniel Mason’s War of 1812 history in Spanish East 
Florida and Georgia, the researcher will run into the names of Captain Abraham A. 
Massias, a Hero of the early years of the War of 1812 in the Southeast United States. 

When you study this area of the War of 1812, you will see the names of such 
notables as Davy Crockett, William Travis and a man name of Jim Bowie, who was the 
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inventor of a very long frontier knife; all of later Alamo History in Texas. All of these 
men of National significance had their start in life as “Tennessee Volunteers”. Take a 
look you may even find mention of the Masterson Family. Early East Tennessee boasts 
some of the most fascinating Biographical history for all of us to discover.   
  There are many documents available from the Roane County Archives that 
discusses the Mason Family. They are very important in establishing the life of Daniel 
Mason of Roane County Tennessee. He is well documented. But, how does he tie into the 
Captain John Mason Family of Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina and to his son John 
Mason III and his wife Elizabeth Chappell?  
 Of all the wonderful documents we had discovered about “Our” Daniel Mason, 
none was as important as one that we found in the City Library in Louden, Tennessee in 
the estate papers of Daniel’s son, Thomas Jefferson Mason. These documents were put 
together by T. J. Mason’s grandson, Edward P. McQueen II who ended up inheriting the 
home of T. J. Mason. He assembled the estate documents of “Mason Place” located in 
Loudon County, kept most for the family and had placed the rest of them in large 
document folders and turned them over to the Loudon City Library. I spoke to the 
librarian there some months (Feb. 2009) ago and she had confirmed that the document 
binders were still there and that they had been sitting undisturbed for the last 12 years or 
so when they were looked into by some family descendants from Washington State. The 
librarian said they were still on the top of a bookshelf in the back of the library. The 
following document is one she sent to me and what a document it is. (Next Page Please) 
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 This document is a list of graves in the T. J. Mason Family Cemetery that was 
located on the original grounds of the T. J. Mason Estate. Study this list carefully. Do you 
see the name of T. J. Mason’s wife? Eliza Scott-“Kerr” Mason of Sullivan County. Then 
in the 2nd column is the name of Eleanor M. Kerr of Sullivan County who was Eliza 
Scott’s sister (also of Sullivan County). I had this list for a solid week before I started 
formulating a few questions in my mind about it. One of the most intriguing questions I 
had though was, “How does a man like Thomas Jefferson Mason get to marry into the 
Scott Family?” How would he even know of this very prominent Virginia family if he 
was born in the Frontier and living in Loudon, Tennessee unless he was exposed to the 
Scott’s by his parents during the natural course of his life? Did Daniel Mason know these 
people? Did Jane Mason know the Scott Family? Well guess what? 

Not only was there a great contingent of Scott Family members in neighboring 
Blount County (which is the reason why Ed McQueen wrote “From Sullivan County” 
next to the names of Eliza and her sister Eleanor on the Mason Cemetery graves list) but I 
have only come across one other Mason Family Branch of Capt. John Mason’s children 
who has had marital access to the Scott Family since I have been doing this research and 
that is the family of Daniel Mason, the son of Captain John II and Elizabeth (Macon) 
Mason of Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina and who is the brother of Soldier and 
Statesman, Colonel David Mason and his wife Mary (Epps) of Sussex County, Virginia 
history and is also the brother of John III Mason and Elizabeth (Chappell), who are the 
parents of John IV Mason. 

Now that I have your attention, I want to bring to it another Family Connection. 
Look at the graves list again on page 21. Do you see the 4 people listed at the bottom of 
the page? They are the Ray Family. The question now is; how does the Ray Family tie 
into T. J. Mason’s Family that they are allowed access to be buried in the Mason Family 
cemetery? 

The article I am including below is about a man, name of Dr. G. W. Ray (George 
Washington Ray). He was living most of his life in Fulton County, Arkansas and was a 
relative of the Ray’s listed in the graves list; I believe he was a brother. The document 
below also lists a supporting statement for us in our belief that “Our” Daniel Mason, 
brother to Jane Mason, Father of T. J. Mason of Loudon, Tennessee was very closely 
related to General Winfield Scott. In fact, Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane Mason and Gen. 
Scott were Cousins to each other. 
 

Dr. G. W. Ray, a prominent medical practitioner of Fulton County, Ark., was born in 
Davidson County, Tenn., May 8, 1831, being a son of Henry D. and Lamora (Glasgow) 
Ray, who were born in Brunswick County, Va., and Davidson County, Tenn., January 9, 
1800, and 1808, and died in the latter State in 1865 and 1873, respectively. The father 
removed with his parents to Tennessee when fourteen years of age, his father being 
Patrick Henry Ray, a native of either Scotland or Ireland–not definitely known which 
(Scotland for sure). He was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and died in Virginia. The 
maternal grandparents, Jesse and Catherine Glasgow, were of Scotch descent, and were 
born in North Carolina. Jesse was also a Revolutionary soldier and was an officer in the 
Continental army. Dr. G. W. Ray is the eldest of seven children, two sons and one 
daughter now living. After receiving his early education in the academic schools of 
Tennessee he adopted medicine as his profession and entered upon its practice in his 
native State in 1856. At the same time, he was in the wholesale liquor business, following 
other occupations at various times until 1877, when he left Tennessee and moved to 
Stoddard County, Mo. Seven years later, he came to Fulton County, Ark. In 1868 he 
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wedded Miss Susan Browning, who was born in Robertson County, Tenn., but she lived 
only two years after her marriage.  On December 18, 1888, he took for his second wife 
Mrs. A. C. Jeffrey, nee Cunningham. Mr. August Curran Jeffrey (the Grandson of Jane 
(Mason) Jeffery and son of Jehoiada Jeffery, Jane’s first born son) was a very intelligent 
and influential citizen and was the author of a descriptive history of Fulton and Izard 
Counties, being the editor of a newspaper in the latter county. He and his wife (now Mrs. 
Ray) became the parents of three sons and one daughter: Curren, Lulu, Robert and 
Mitchell. In 1862 Dr. Ray recruited a company of soldiers in Robertson County, Tenn., 
and served as its captain until near the close of the war. He was also assistant surgeon 
of his regiment, and was in the battles of Fort Donelson and others. He is now a 
Democrat in his political views, but was formerly a Whig, and cast his first presidential 
vote for Gen. Scott. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., and for many years has been one 
of the active and successful practitioners of the county. 
 
 

How is it possible that the Ray Family descendants of the Ray Family individual’s who are buried 
in T. J. Mason’s Cemetery find their way to the family of Jane Mason living in north Arkansas? 
Pat and I, who are in our “Research Mode”, are all ears and we would love to hear from you. 
 
Here is a short genealogy chart of the family that August Curran Jeffery descended from. 
 
1.  JEHOIADA3 JEFFERY  1st born son of Ol’ James Jeffery and Jane Mason (JAMES2, JAMES1)1 was born 10 
Aug 1790 in Rutherford, North Carolina, USA1, and died 19 Oct 1846 in Mt Olive, Izard, Arkansas, USA1.  
He married MARY WARE 12 Feb 1811 in Union County, Illinois, daughter of SAMUEL WARE and SALLY .  
She was born 25 Oct 1793 in Greenville, South Carolina, and died 07 Nov 1874 in Old Jeffery Cemetery, 
Izard County, Arkansas. 
 
Children of JEHOIADA JEFFERY and MARY WARE are: 
2. i. ELIJAH4 JEFFERY, b. 16 Oct 1811, Union County, Illinois Territory; d. 01 

Dec 1876, Flat Rock Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 ii. JANE JEFFERY, b. 08 Feb 1814, Tywopity, Missouri Territory; d. 20 Oct 

1816, Old Jeffery Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 iii. JESSE B. JEFFERY, b. 1815, Southern Missouri, "On their Pioneering 

Trail". 
 iv. MILES W. JEFFERY, b. 13 Apr 1816, Lawrence County, Missouri 

Territory; d. 06 Sep 1868, Jeffery Cemetery, Stone County, Arkansas. 
 v. NANCY JEFFERY, b. 17 Oct 1819, Stone County, Arkansas; d. 01 Sep 

1821, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 vi. DANIEL MASON JEFFERY, b. 02 Apr 1822, Stone County, Arkansas; d. 01 

Apr 1888, Old Jeffery Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 vii. AUGUSTUS CURRAN JEFFERY, b. 04 Mar 1824, Stone County, Arkansas; 

d. 20 Feb 1880, Old Jeffery Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 viii. CHARLOT JEFFERY, b. 28 Feb 1826, Izard County, Arkansas; d. 16 Jul 

1861, Fulton County, Arkansas. 
 ix. LUCRETIA JEFFERY, b. 21 Feb 1827, Izard County, Arkansas; d. Bet. 

1892 - 1895, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 x. PERRNESSEY JEFFERY, b. 31 Mar 1829, Izard County, Arkansas. 
 xi. BENIAH JEFFERY, b. 17 Dec 1830, Izard County, Arkansas; d. 03 Jan 

1846, Old Jeffery Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 
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Gen. Winfield Scott’s mother was Ann Mason. She was born in 1748 in Virginia 

and died in 1803 at Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie County, Virginia. She married a man name 
of William Scott (remember the Scott-Kerr Family graves in T. J.’s cemetery?) who was 
the son of James Scott and Sarah Pegram. William was born in 1747 in Petersburg, 
Virginia and died in 1791 in Virginia. James Scott according to the History of Dinwiddie 
County Virginia was of Scotch descent and came to America at the request of his older 
brother, The Reverend Scott who was getting old and feeble and had written a Will that 
left all of his estate in America to James Scott who accepted his inheritance in America 
and migrated here from Scotland. Even General Winfield Scott, later in his life, said 
himself that his grandfather was a Scotsman. James’ son William was one of 4 men who 
actually settled Tennessee and Kentucky’s “Squabble Lands” dispute of where to place 
the Tennessee / Kentucky state lines that separated the two states. He lived in Sullivan 
County Tennessee. 
 
Now to the good stuff. 
 
Ann Mason was a daughter of Daniel Mason (see the Procession Documents from 
Cumberland Parish, Lunenburg County Virginia at the beginning of “Our” Daniel 
Mason’s chapter). This Daniel Mason b. 1727 in Dinwiddie County, Virginia and d. 1798 
in Dinwiddie County, Va. Married (1748 in Dinwiddie County, Va.) a woman by the 
name of Mary Winfield. She was the daughter of John Winfield and Ann Buckner and 
was born in 1724 in Surrey County, Virginia as follows. 
 
1.  DANIEL3 MASON  (JOHN (CAPT.) MASON2 2ND, SIR JOHN MASON1 1ST) was born 1727 in Surry County, 
Virginia, and died 1798 in Dinwiddie County, Virginia.  He married MARY WINFIELD 1748 in Dinwiddie 
County, Virginia, daughter of JOHN WINFIELD and ANN BUCKNER.  She was born 1724 in Surry County, 
Virginia, and died 1774 in Dinwiddie County, Virginia. 
 
More about DANIEL MASON and MARY WINFIELD: 
See Cumberland Parish , Lunenburg County Land Processions in the Cumberland Parish Vestry Records. 
Marriage: 1748, Dinwiddie County, Virginia 
  
Children of DANIEL MASON and MARY WINFIELD are: 
2. i. ANN4 MASON, b. 1748, Virginia; d. 1803, Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie, 

Virginia. (same generation as John IV Mason, different parents, of Sussex 
County Virginia) 

 ii. WINFIELD MASON, b. Virginia. 
 iii. RICHARD MASON, b. Virginia. 
 iv. WILLIAM  MASON, b. Virginia. 
3. v. MARY WINFIELD MASON, b. 1755, Dinwiddie, Virginia. 
 
2.  ANN4 MASON (DANIEL3, JOHN (CAPT.) MASON2 2ND, SIR JOHN MASON1 1ST) was born 1748 in Virginia, 
and died 1803 in Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie, Virginia.  She married WILLIAM  SCOTT, son of JAMES SCOTT 
and SARAH PEGRAM.  He was born 1747 in Petersburg, Virginia, and died 1791 in Virginia. 
  
Children of ANN MASON and WILLIAM  SCOTT are: 
 i. ELIZABETH H.5 SCOTT, b. 1764, Fauquier County, Virginia. 
4. ii. ELIABETH WINFIELD SCOTT, b. 1767, Fauquier County, Virginia; d. 
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1836, Dinwiddie, Virginia. 
5. iii. REBECCA SCOTT, b. 1770, Dinwiddie, Virginia. 
6. iv. MARY MASON SCOTT, b. 1772, Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie, Virginia; d. 

1872, Itawamba County, Mississippi. 
7. v. ANN SCOTT, b. 1775, Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie, Virginia; d. 1872, 

Itawamba County, Mississippi. 
8. vi. JAMES SCOTT, b. 24 Feb 1777, Dinwiddie, Virginia; d. 1840, Dinwiddie, 

Virginia. 
 vii. MARTHA SCOTT, b. 1783, Dinwiddie, Virginia; m. THOMAS FIELD. 
9. viii. W INFIELD (GEN) SCOTT, b. 12 Jun 1786, Laurel Branch, Dinwiddie, 

Virginia; d. 29 May 1866. (Same Generation as Daniel , Nathaniel and 
Jane Mason) 

 
This Daniel Mason is a son of Capt. John Mason (II) b. 1693 in Pasquotank 

County, North Carolina and d. 3 Sept. 1755 in Albemarle Parish, Surrey County, 
Virginia. John married Elizabeth Macon in 1714 in Sussex County Virginia. Elizabeth 
Macon is the Daughter of Gideon Macon and Martha Woodward (Note: now we’re 
getting close to the family of Pocahontas). She was born in 1698 in Williamsburg, New 
Kent, Virginia and d. 21 August 1763. 

John II and Elizabeth (Macon) Mason are also the parents of Soldier and 
Statesman, Col. David Mason of Sussex County, Virginia and John (Major) Mason III. 
 
The known children of John and Elizabeth (Macon) Mason are: 
 
Thomas Mason, b. Surrey County, Virginia 
James (Major) Mason, b. 1718 surrey County, Virginia; d. 1752 in Sussex County, 
Virginia. 
John (Major) Mason III, b. 1 Nov. 1717 in Surrey County, Virginia; d. 1785 in Sussex 
County, Virginia m. Elizabeth Chappell (Father and mother of John Mason IV) 
Joseph Mason, b. 1719 in Surrey County, Virginia; d. 1749 in Sussex County, Virginia. 
He married Phoebe Shands in 1740 in Virginia. 
Mary Mason, b. 1720 in Sussex County Va. Death date unknown but she married 
William Dancy (from the Dancy’s (very wealthy) of Atlanta, Ga.) 
Christopher Mason, b. 1724 in Sussex County, Va.; d. 1778 in Brunswick County, Va. 
Ann Mason, b. 1726 in Sussex County, Va.; death date is unknown but she married John 
Gilliam. 
Daniel Mason, b.1727 in Surrey County, Va.; d. 1798 in Dinwiddie County, Va. 
Isaac Mason, b. 1730 in Sussex County, Va. 
David (Colonel) Mason, b. 1731 in Sussex County, Va.; d. Feb. 1793 (Married Mary 
Epps) 
Charles Mason, b. 1733 in Sussex County, Va.; Death date is unknown but married Mary 
Burch. 
 
John IV Mason was descended from John (Major) Mason III as shown above. John IV 
married Jane Parham and together they birthed “Our” Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane along 
with John Raines Mason and Elizabeth Jane Mason.  
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Here is a Short Chart of “Our” Daniel Mason’s children: 
 
2.  DANIEL5 MASON (John IV, JOHN (MAJOR) MASON  III, JOHN (CAPT.) MASON  II 2ND, SIR JOHN MASON 1ST) 
was born 19 Jul 1776 in Mason Hall, Virginia, and died 1839. He married (1) MAMIE “POLLY”  
BRASHEARS, 06 Mar 1797 in Roane County, Tennessee, daughter of ROBERT S. BRASHEARS and PHOEBE 
NICKS.  She was born 13 Mar 1776 in Guilford, North Carolina, and died 1819 in Roane County, 
Tennessee.  He married (2) MARTHA (PATSY) HICKS 20 May 1819 in Roane County, Tennessee.  She was 
born 1797 in North Carolina, and died in Greene County, Missouri. 
 
More About DANIEL MASON and Mamie (MARY) BRASHEARS: 
Marriage: 06 Mar 1797, Roane County, Tennessee 
 
More about Daniel Mason and Martha Hicks 
Marriage: 20 May 1819, Roane County, Tennessee 
  
Children of DANIEL MASON and MARY BRASHEARS are: 
 i. LETTICE6 MASON, b. 1798, Roane County, Tennessee; d. 1840, Izard 

County, Arkansas. 
 ii. MARY MASON, b. 1799, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 iii. ELIJAH MASON, b. 1802, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 iv. JOHN B. MASON, b. 1804, Roane County, Tennessee; d. 1881, Loudon 

County, Tennessee. 
3. v. THOMAS JEFFERSON MASON, b. 01 Dec 1806, Roane County, Tennessee; 

d. 16 Apr 1892, Loudon County, Tennessee. 
 vi. PATIENCE INDEXENCE MASON, b. 1813, Roane County, Tennessee; d. 

1865, Hopkins, Texas. 
 
  
Children of DANIEL MASON and MARTHA HICKS are: 
 vii. MARIA  MATILDA 6 MASON, b. Roane County, Tennessee. 
 viii. PHILLIP  J. MASON, b. Roane County, Tennessee. 
 ix. REBECCA MASON, b. 1820, Roane County, Tennessee; d. Missouri. 
 x. ELIZABETH ANN MASON, b. 1821, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 xi. JANE MASON, b. 1823, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 xii. CLEMENTINE MASON, b. (crippled) 1825, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 xiii. SUSAN TURNER MASON, b. 11 Jul 1829, Roane County, Tennessee; d. 

Jan 1904, Walnut Grove, Missouri. 
 xiv. ROBERT TURNER MASON, b. 27 Jun 1837, Roane County, Tennessee; d. 

04 Aug 1893, Liberty Cem. Long Lane, Dallas, Missouri. 
 xv. JASON M. MASON, b. 1833, Roane County, Tennessee. 
 xvi. NATHANIEL  EPPS MASON, b. 1835, Roane County, Tennessee. 

xvii.      DANIEL MARION MASON, b. 1839, Roane County, Tennessee. 
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        Jane Mason 
 

      
I can’t begin to tell any of you how privileged I feel to be able, in my lifetime, to 

write about such a dynamic Person of Early Missouri Territorial History. She is Jane 
Mason who is one of my own “Very” Great Grandmothers. 

I have come to believe during the research of my own family that when a 
genealogist or historian concentrates their study of a family, they tend to study more about 
the Male side of the family. Of course, this style of writing only gives us 50% of the 
family’s story. So, in this chapter, we are going to mainly focus on the history of Jane 
Mason, the wife of Old James Jeffery. Everyone else mentioned herein are to be 
considered as associated family’s who contributed greatly to the history about her.  

I first started to hear about Jane Mason in the 9th year of my youth by the stories of 
my own Grandmother, Goldie Bell (Inez) Milligan. She used to tell us kids about Jane 
Mason. She would say things like, “Jane Mason was a country doctor woman.” “She used 
to help other folks when they were sick or needed her to help to give birth to their 
children”. Then she would go on to say, sitting there on her front porch swing in Hoxie, 
Arkansas with a cloth of snap beans in her lap she was going to cook for our supper, “Jane 
Mason was a tough pioneer woman and was smart as a whip.” Not that Grandma ever saw 
Jane or knew her personally but the stories she use to tell us about Jane were hand-me-
down, old time Arkansas Ozark Hills stories that she had learned herself from her own 
time creating our own branch of the John Milligan II Family; well, you know how folks 
would talk at church and gatherings about family. There was even mention that Jane, in 
her early years of life, had ties back to Thomas Jefferson’s Family somehow. Well, I was 
curious to say the least; close ties to one of our President’s? How exciting.  

Then, when I started to keep a family record of my own, I discovered allot more 
about Jane as time passed on and the truth is, the more I learned about her by reading the 
stories of other family members and descendants of her family like me, I wanted to know 
more. I am still fascinated about Grandmother Jane and I am in my 56th year of age. 

Previous writers claim that Jane was born in or near Kingston, Virginia in 1769. 
We however have come to the conclusion by reading the stories written by Jehoiada J. 
Sams, that Jane Mason was probably born around the city of Allenton, Virginia today in 
Campbell County, Virginia, which was called Kingston, Virginia in Old Dominion 
Virginia. Kingston (Virginia) was also the name of a very large Plantation in Southern 
Virginia that belonged to the Walker Family, which Capt. John Walker of Daniel and 
Nathaniel’s military history in Roane County Tennessee descends from. Jane Mason was 
born in 1769 as her grandson recalls in his writings of her near and not in Alexandria as 
some folks claim. Kingston, Virginia wasn’t really all that close to Alexandria given the 
modes of transportation in those years. Then J. J. Sams goes on to tell us that she was 
“married” at Alexandria, Virginia in 1789. Well, quite frankly, we believe him claiming 
that Jane was born near Kingston, Virginia just southeast of Mason’s Mills in “Old” 
Sussex County, Virginia of 1769. There is good reason to believe that Jane told him 
herself where she was born and where she was married. Take out a modern day map of 
Virginia and find Allenton in Campbell County. Running north out of town is Mason 
Road. Find where Mason Road intersects with Chappell Road. From this point go north 2 
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miles and on the left is a fishing resort of some kind (near as we can tell). This is the 
location of Mason’s Mills and the Mason’s Mill Pond is spread out in front of you. Nearby 
to this Mill (to the west) is the birthplace of Jane Mason. 

We have heard and read, in allot of different stories that her character was of being 
“Headstrong and Stubborn” but I really must protest. Jane Mason was a very intelligent, 
self-aware person at an early age in her life and later, in her adult years, when she knew 
the truth or the facts about a particular matter she wouldn’t let anyone tell her otherwise 
and if people insisted that she was wrong, Jane was a big boned enough person to take 
them down a notch or two if she had to and don’t you go thinking for a moment she didn’t 
give Jehoiada Jeffery or any of her sons a good strappin’ when they needed it either. 

She was a finely educated person in her time compared to most. From very early in 
her married life, she loved her children well but she was also a tough and rugged 
Pioneerin’ Woman that knew how to handle herself in the frontier with Indians and white 
folks alike. If her kids got out of hand, she let them know it. Her Family up-bringing 
taught her that growing through her childhood during the Revolutionary War years. I have 
to laugh a bit as I’ll bet she gave Ol’ James Jeffery a run for his money too, poor guy; he 
was the Man of the family sure when he was there but guess who ruled the roost when 
James Jeffery was away making a living for his family? 

Eda and Lavina Jeffery and the rest of Jane’s children couldn’t have had a finer 
mother and life skills teacher. She was soft, loving and tender when she needed to be as we 
discovered when she heard the jury verdict of her son’s murder trial, shooting and killing a 
man named “Henderson” to keep his father, James, from being shot. In tears of relief, she 
fell to the floor and wept in happiness at the Jury’s “Not Guilty” verdict. Then again, she 
was also a tough and rugged person when she needed to be like when she and her family 
traveled across the eastern half of the country, up through the Kentucky wilderness and all 
the way into the Illinois Territory finally crossing the Great Mississippi into the Missouri 
Territory. She too braved the New Madrid Earthquake in December of 1811 while they 
lived in Union County Illinois and the stories of Indian battles in the Northwestern Theater 
of the War of 1812. Then there was the uncertainty they all must have felt Pioneering their 
way into the vast western Kentucky wilderness when the Jeffery’s first started out to the 
city of Elizabethtown (Hopkinsville) in 1802 (with Nathaniel Mason and his new wife) 
with its many wide rivers to cross with a wagon load of kids tugging at her skirt hems. 

Eda Jeffery, later the wife of John Milligan II of Triadelphia, West Virginia, 
traveled with her family across country from Fort Southwest Point too and saw Jane 
Mason in action “on the Trail”. Throughout Jane’s life this “dynamic” of personal 
pioneering strengths were handed down to Jehoiada, Lavina, Eda and the rest of her 
children. Eda had raised all of John Milligan’s kids and did a better than fair job of it. So 
did all of Jane’s children with their own families and when they went off to be married to 
have families of their own, Jane’s boys and girls alike, would be expected to live in the 
hostile Ozark wilderness of Northeastern Arkansas to fend for their own children as well. 

Still many people who knew Jane Mason claimed that she “was a breath of fresh 
air” in the backwoods Ozark wilderness of Ol’ Lawrence County and by the end of this 
essay, you’ll think so too. The spirit that Jane Mason held within her heart is endearing 
way beyond the years she lived in her physical life. She was indominable through all of 
her years. Jane had this aire of intelligence about her and we think this came partially  
from her friendship to the Daughter of Gen. Sam Hopkins in Henderson, Kentucky. 
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Quoted as saying by the famous Henry Clay, “Ms. Hopkins?” “She is the most brilliant 
and intelligent woman I have ever met in Kentucky”. Jane must have known this person 
considering the years she and James Jeffrey lived in Henderson while James ran the 
farming operation for Hopkins and Alves on Diamond Island. Personally, I think Jane 
Mason worked as a nurse for Sam Hopkins’ brother, John, who held his own medical 
practice in the early years of Henderson, Kentucky. Jane’s expertise of mid-wivery 
probably came mostly from her mother, Jane Parham as mother’s would hand this 
knowledge down to their daughters but she would perfect her skills in Henderson and 
became the mid-wife she was known to be in Arkansas later on in her years after 1816.  

There are not many of them but still are a few other pieces of evidence that we can 
place into this document that links Jane Mason to her brothers, Daniel Mason of Roane 
County Tennessee history and his son, Thomas Jefferson Mason of Mason Place in 
Loudon County, Tennessee and Nathaniel Mason of Jackson County, Tennessee and his 
son Samuel Mason. 

The first document in her life or rather the first evidence we have discovered about 
her, we discovered at the Library of Virginia. It was found in the R. Bolling Batte 
Biographical Card index of Mason family members and is shown below. 

 

 
 

This card is the first reference of her. If you notice, this and the next card in Batte’s 
series of two cards, is the reference to her baptismal date of 4 April 1774. We know it is 
her baptismal because the very next card in Robert Batte’s index as shown on the next 
page names her God Parents as the Rev. William Wylie and his wife Jacobina and John 
Mason IV’s sister, Rebecca. Jane’s actual birth year was given to us by J. J. Sams in his 
writings of her in the late 1880’s indicating that she was born in 1769 in Kingston, 
Virginia (Old Dominion). He, more than Likely, got this date from the lips of Jane Mason 
herself during his own life of knowing her first hand. 
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The card also states that she was refered to “Eliza Jane” in Jane Parham’s Will 

however; This was kind of a nick name because Jane’s sister was named Elizabeth Jane 
Mason and we think this is a short reference and her sister was called Elizabeth around 
their home. 

Also, there is no other place in this Mason Family line were the “Jane” naming 
convention exists. Only from the descendants of Jane Parham did we find this and 
incidentally, in the Parham family genealogy also lists the naming convention of Daniel 
and Nathaniel not to mention the link to a man name of Achillies Jefferies who married 
Mary Mason. 

 
 Jane Mason (Grandmother Jeffrey) had a Great Niece named Mary Mason who was 
the daughter of Thomas Jefferson Mason and his wife Eliza (Scott) Mason (Eliza’s sister 
married a Kerr) of Loudon County, Tennessee. Mary Mason was the Granddaughter of 
Jane’s brother, Daniel Mason and his wife, Mamie (Mary) “Polly” Brashear. 
 Mary Mason had gone on in life to marry a Mr. Presnell but earlier, during the Civil 
War years of our nation’s history, Mary Jane Mason would nurture and bring back to 
health, a man named Ambrose Jeffery, who was a Great Grandson to Jane Mason, who 
carried the Mason Family name into the West; to the Missouri Territory in 1816. 
 Ambrose Jeffery, a Grandson of Jehoiada Jeffery (Jane’s first-born child), would 
write letters home to his Parents during the Civil War. We have managed to get the 
transcripts of two of these Jeffrey Family keepsakes. The 1st of these 2 letters dated 
October of 1862, he had written from Cumberland Gap to his parents, Miles and Sarah 
(Williams) Jeffery in Arkansas, while he was serving in the Confederate Army then in 
Tennessee. He wrote of having “Kin” in Louden County, Tennessee who he had been 
fortunate enough meet the previous August (1861) when his Confederate military unit 
was there in Loudon during Winter Quarters. The Loudon County Census of 1860, 
show’s this man to be Thomas Jefferson Mason b. 1 Dec. 1806 in Roane County, 
Tennessee. 
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 Ambrose wrote that Thomas Jefferson Mason, “A Union Man”, was “nephew of Old 
Grandmother Jeffrey” who he (and everyone in the family since then) knew as Jane 
Mason. 
 Also, it is said that another Mason family descendant named Edmund McQueen, who 
later resided at the Thomas Jefferson Mason home in Loudon, had a letter from T. J. 
Mason’s daughter, Mary Mason, talking about her cousin Ambrose Jeffery being nursed 
back to health at her home in Loudon close to the end of the War after he had been 
released from a Union Federal Prison at Rock Island, Iowa on the Mississippi across from 
Illinois. This is somewhat confirmed within the second letter here posted below.   
 
Ambrose Jeffery’s 1st letter is transcribed as follows: 
     
Cumberland Gap, Tennessee  
October 28, 1862 
  
My Dear Parents, 
  
I have concluded to write you a line this morning, although I have very little hopes of it 
reaching you; I have written so many and have heard of their destruction before they 
reached you. I send this by Mr. Tucker, and hope you will get it. We have seen a 
considerable portion of the Southern Confederacy since we left home, and have endured a 
great amount of hardship and suffering. I can’t do more than mark out the route (or a 
portion of it) that we have traveled since we left Tupelo, Miss. We went from there by 
railway to Mobile, thence to Montgomery, thence to West Point, Atlanta and Dalton, Ga., 
to Chattanooga, Tennessee, from there we went to Lowden, within 30 miles of Knoxville. 
From Lowden we have taken it a foot all the time. We shipped into the rear of the Gap, 
and captured Gen. Morgan’s supply trains, and hemmed him up in the Gap. We then 
marched north to Richmond. There we caught the Yankees with a larger force than ours, 
fought them all day, and killed and wounded and captured all but a few. From there we 
went to Lexington, Georgetown, Cynthiana, and Williamstown, and to within three miles 
of Covington, opposite Cincinnati. The Yankees had about four or five times our force, 
and were well fortified, yet we had them scared so badly that they were afraid to come 
out and fight us on fair ground. We stayed there two or three days, when we fell back 
slowly to Georgetown. From that time on we were kept on forced marches from one 
place to another, expecting a fight nearly every day, until finally, the boasting Bragg 
ordered a general skedaddle back to Tennessee. This raid into Kentucky has been a great 
benefit to us, although we had to retreat. We captured and destroyed a great amount of 
Federal provisions. We supplied ourselves with Federal wagons and mules, and we 
captured large amount of clothing and shoes and brought away with us a large quantity of 
Ky. Jeans and linsey. We completely destroyed one army, captured a surplus of arms and 
ammunition, and added thousands of Ky recruits to our army. We are now at the 
celebrated Cumberland Gap, one of the strongest places in the world. There never will be 
a battle fought here, for no General would be fool enough to attack it. Gen. Morgan 
slipped out of here and reached the Ohio in spite of all our Generals could do. The fact is, 
we had too many Yankee troops to contend with, or he would have gone up sure.  
A snow fell here yesterday 8 inches deep, yet the timber is nearly as green as ever. That is 
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a sight I never saw before. There is a rumor in camp that we are going down to Lowden, 
on the Holston River to go into winter quarter. I hope we will for I don’t want to stay 
here. Lowden is 30 miles below Knoxville and on the railroad, and is located in a pretty 
country. And another good thing, we have some kinfolks there, whom we found out 
while we were there last August. The old man’s name is Mason. He is nephew to our old 
Grandmother Jeffery. They treated us very kindly while we were there. There is one sad 
drawback to him though. He is a Union man. He’s taken no part though and says very 
little. He had some of our sick soldiers at his house while we were there, taking care of 
them. I inquired of some of his neighbors about him, and they said he had always been a 
kind, clever man, but went off in the Union thing.  
We had never heard anything from you since we left home, until Asa saw Henry Harris 
over in Bragg’s Army while we were up in Kentucky. I was overjoyed to hear that the 
Federals had not interrupted you that you were all alive and well, and had a fine crop. We 
learned by him that Jehoiada and Robert were both in McBride’s Army but that Robert 
had been discharged on account of sickness. He said also that McBride camped there by 
our house on Livingston (creek). I am afraid they didn’t do your orchard and garden and 
young shoots much good. I know what an army is, unless strict discipline is enforced. I 
intend this winter, if they will give any furloughs at all, to get one and go to see you all. If 
they give anybody a furlough, they will have to give me one, if they do justice, for mine 
has been due me since last winter, together with the bounty and transportation. We have 
never been paid off since we crossed the river, except $48.00 at Memphis, which was 
soon spent for something to eat and wear. I am satisfied that it is the fault of our Division 
Quartermaster, and I hate him bad enough to wish a hundred times that the Yankees 
would get him and hang him. I have been homesick very often when I would think of you 
all, but try to overcome it. I think I am resigned to the will of God, and if it is His will 
that I never shall see your faces again, I can endure it like a man. Still, it would be a 
matter of great joy to me to get back home in peace once more. You must write to us if 
you ever have the least chance. I have written to you often, and so has Asa, but we have 
never got a word from you, and none of our letters may have reached you. I hope we will 
have peace next year. We hear good news from the northwest already. Ohio and Indiana 
have elected a majority of democratic members to Congress so had Pennsylvania. I had 
rather hear this than to hear of a great battle gained by us. I must close. My love I send to 
all of you, one by one.  
Your affectionate son, 
Ambrose Jeffery 
 
Note: The following is a second letter written from Loudon, Tennessee in 1865 also to 
Miles Jeffery. Mary Mason was living in Louden in 1865 and Ambrose struck up quite a 
loving relationship with her we are told and several Love Letters had passed between 
them after Ambrose went back to Arkansas. 
 
Loudon, Tennessee April 7, 1865  
Mr. Miles Jeffery, 
 
Dear Father, 
After a long silence, I have concluded to write you, though I have very little hope of this 
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reaching you. But wanting to hear from you all so much, I thought I would make the 
effort. You can have no idea of the mental anxiety, the anguish of soul I have suffered on 
your account, since I was so suddenly and unexpectedly torn from you, without the 
privilege of even bidding you all farewell. It has not lessened since my release from 
prison, for I am now fully convinced that the Confederacy is doomed, and I have seen 
enough of the doings of the party now coming into power to know that very few who 
have taken an active part in the Rebellion, will escape the vengeance of unscrupulous 
men, and the confiscation of what property they may have left from the ravages of the 
war. The last news I ever heard from you was last June, at Helena, as we passed up the 
river on our way to Rock Island Prison, where I saw Wm. Aiken, he standing on the shore 
and I on top of the boat. He told me that he had heard from you about three weeks before 
that time and that you were all well. I heard from you frequently while at Little Rock 
from kinsmen brought in from our country, and I was much gratified to hear that you 
were all still in good health, or even living. O, how much peace it would give my soul, to 
hear now that you were all still in good health, or even living, and the possession of 
enough substance to live in comparative comfort. My confinement in prison went very 
hard with me. My health got very bad while at Little Rock, and when we started north we 
were put on the top of the boat in the hot sun, and kept there without any protection from 
its burning rays until we got to St. Louis, and being in a weak state of health and 
debilitated condition, I came very near dying. I cannot look back upon that voyage up the 
Mississippi without a feeling of horror. When I arrived at Rock Island I was scarcely able 
to walk, and my friends told me afterwards that they never expected me to live. I did not 
care so much for dying as I dreaded the idea of dying so far from home and among 
strangers and having my body thrown into a ditch with thousands of other unfortunates, 
without any mark over the place where I lay. I knew this would be torture to your hearts, 
and taking into consideration the fact that I could do no good to myself, friends or 
country by languishing and very probably dying in prison, I thought it would be better for 
me to take the amnesty oath and get out of prison, save my life, and thus, in all 
probability, be of some use to friends in the future. I had been corresponding while at 
Little Rock with our relations here, the Mason family, and have received kind and 
cheering words of sympathy from them, and when I got to Rock Island, I wrote to them 
to assist me in getting out and to assist me pecuniarily, which they did, and I firmly 
believe that without their kind aid and cheering words of encouragement and hope, I 
would now be mouldering in that ditch, amid the waters of the upper Mississippi. I was 
released the last day of October last, and they sent me the means to carry me to their 
house, where I have been for two months, receiving as kind treatment from them as I ever 
received at home. O, how dearly I love them. I feel I owe them a debt of gratitude, which 
I never can sufficiently repay. I would have gone home when I got out of prison, but I 
thought that having taken the oath, bad men would take advantage of that fact and 
persecute me and I would have to lay out from home and thus be of no benefit to you. I 
thought it would be best for me to stay within the Federal lines until the war was over, 
where I probably engage..…” 
 
The remainder of this letter is lost. 
 
Both of these transcribed letters we had received from a Jeffrey Family descendant 
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currently living in Tulsa, Oklahoma in September of 2008. 
 These letters, interesting as they are, claim that Thomas Jefferson Mason was a 
“Union Man” just as we discovered Dr. G. W. Ray to be by voting for Gen. Scott in his 
bid for the American Presidency. It could be said that Thomas Jefferson Mason, the 
Union Man he was reported to be by his neighbors and his Confederate relatives from out 
west, may have held his beliefs in the Union because of the prominence of his father’s 
cousin thru the family of Ann Mason, General Winfield Scott. These people were 
Abolitionists living in Tennessee. 
 An interesting question arises when this is considered and I will explain. Colonel 
David Mason of Sussex County, the son of Capt. John Mason II, was married to a woman 
by the name of Mary Epps of Virginia. Her Epps family, one of the oldest in Virginia 
history, owned three plantations south of Richmond; Appomattox Manor and Weston 
Manor, both on the Appomattox River and the Plantation called Eppington. 
 General Ulysses S. Grant, during the Civil War, used the house at Appomattox Manor 
as a headquarters when the Army of the Potomac moved south of the Appomattox River. 
We don’t see much Civil War history at Weston Manor at all but Eppington is a different 
story all-together. This Epps Family plantation was the country retreat in earlier years of 
President Thomas Jefferson. He enjoyed its location being so close to Richmond and 
when he had free time to rest, instead of going all the way home to Albemarle Parish, 
where he use to be a Burgess before he became President, he would come to Eppington 
instead. 
 The Civil War history of Eppington according the U.S. National Park Service was an 
integral station in the renound “Underground Railroad”. Its location, once again, to 
Richmond, allowed Abolitionists to transport Slaves trying to escape to the north thru 
Richmond to more northerly locations in the country. Visitors to this Plantation today can 
witness for themselves this part our national history and the prominent roll Eppington 
played in it. 
 Considering the location of Mason Place in Loudon, Tennessee, not very far at all 
from Eppington to the southwest and owned by the descendants of the same Mason 
Family, I have to wonder if there is any chance at all that Mason Place was a “Front 
Line” contact of the Underground Railroad too. Interesting theory isn’t it? With T. J. 
Mason being the “Union Man” that he was, I would think he may have thought about it; 
seriously. I would love one day to explore this theory in history. Mason Place however, 
may have been too far south to play any significant roll in the Railroad at all, as 
mysterious and as secretive as it would have been back thru the Civil War years but 
reading Ambrose Jeffery telling his father how T. J. Mason helped him to be released 
from the Union Prison at Rock Island and then T. J. Mason paying for him to go to 
Loudon to recover his health after his release, is enough for us all to realize that T. J. 
Mason was a very good Man and cared a great deal for his family no matter what side of 
the Slavery issue they found themselves on. Daniel and Polly Mason raised T. J. well, 
wouldn’t you say?  
 Still, there are other Jeffery / Mason Family connections we need to bring to 
everyone’s attention one of which is the marriage of Lavina Jeffery (daughter of James 
Jeffery and Jane Mason) to Tom Culp. I am going to post what we know of their family 
chart of descendants here that will let folks see what we have discovered about them so 
far. You must be aware that this chart is NOT complete and corrections to it may be made 
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with newer discoveries stemming from ours and others who may be researching the same 
family. Look at the daughter of Lavina Jeffery and Tom Culp. Her name is Lavina Culp 
(Highlighted below). Lavina Culp married a man by the name of Samuel Mason. Samuel 
Jefferson Mason is who we believe to be one of Nathaniel Mason’s sons. See the Chart 
below.  
 

Descendants of Levina Jeffery 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

1.  LEVINA3 JEFFERY (JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1798 in Rutherford Co. North Carolina, and died 03 Jan 
1863 in Izard County Arkansas.  She married (1) SAMUEL WYLEY  SAMS 16 Jan 1816 in Jonesboro, Union 
Co. Illinois divorced.  He died 1866 in Kentucky.  She married (2) THOMAS (DR.) B. CULP 1820 in 
Arkansas, son of DANIEL CULP and ESTHER CHAPLINE.  He was born 1787 in Bourbon Co. Kentucky, and 
died 27 Jun 1846 in Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 
Notes for the Sams Family: in the 1970’s a young man and woman were taking a Sunday Walk along the 
Mississippi River just south of Jonesborough, Illinois and discovered a patch of old cemetery stones in the 
river bottom to the east. They started recording the names on these stones and it was discovered to be the 
cemetery stones of the Sams Family. (see the genealogical history of Jonesbourough, Illinois.) The listing 
of these names can be found in Union County, Illinois Historical Society.  
 
Notes for LEVINA JEFFERY: 
divorced from Samuel Sams. Married in Illinois 
 
Notes for THOMAS (DR.) B. CULP: 
 
For the early history of Tom Culp’s parents, Daniel Culp and Ester Chapline of Shepardstown, West 
Virginia, see “The Pioneers to Ol’ Lawrence County: The Northern Families” by Milligan and Milligan, 
copyrighted in 2008. This volume of work can be found on-line and downloaded for free. 
 
Thomas Culp of Kentucky Birth was a tanner by trade; in 1815 he migrated to the territory of Missouri and 
was one of the first settlers of Ripley Co. He became a prominent figure in its public life and represented it 
in the State Legislature. In 1841 he removed to Arkansas and located in Izard County. (he was there before 
1841) He is on Missouri Territorial Tax list of 1816. (Note: We have also been informed by a local 
historian that an earlier Tax list was also found and that it had been mislabeled as being the tax list from 
1821 but that actually that 1821 tax list was the list for 1814 and one of the very first tax lists in Old 
Lawrence County.)  
He located in Izard county on a tract of timber land and erected a saw mill and manufactured lumber in 
connection with farming. His first wife did not come to Arkansas she stayed in Kentucky, they separated 
and she remarried to a Thomas Kennedy. 
His 1st wife Mary Gahegan was the daughter of John Gahegan born in Maryland and relocated to Nicholas 
Co. Kentucky. 
She died at her son Samuel Culp’s home in 1844.  
History of Macopin, Illinois page 321 -322 
  
Child of LEVINA JEFFERY and SAMUEL SAMS is: 
2. i. JEHOIADA4 SAMS, b. 06 May 1818, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
  
Children of LEVINA JEFFERY and THOMAS CULP are: 
3. ii. JOSIAH CHAPLINE4 CULP, b. 1821, Izard Co. Arkansas; d. 1863, Arkansas Civil War. 
4. iii. DANIEL  CULP, b. 10 Sep 1826, Izard Co. Arkansas; d. 1863, Arkansas (Civil War). 
 iv. JANE CULP, b. 1829, Izard Co. Arkansas; d. Oct 1895, Blackburn Cem. Washington Co. Arkansas; m. 

W. N. (BILL)  TAYLOR; b. Arkansas. 
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5. v. LAVINA  CULP, b. 1829, Izard Co.  Arkansas; d. 1851. 
 vi. ABRAHAM  CULP, b. 1830, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
6. vii. JAMES JEFFERY CULP, b. 08 May 1831, Izard Co.  Arkansas. 
7. viii. THOMAS B. CULP, b. 1832, Izard Co.  Arkansas; d. 08 Mar 1880, Piney Texas, Missouri. 
8. ix. AMBROSE CULP, b. 1836, Izard Co.  Arkansas. 
 

Generation No. 2 
 

2.  JEHOIADA4 SAMS (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 06 May 1818 in Reeds Creek, Lawrence 
Co. Arkansas.  He married SARAH SCOTT 13 Dec 1837 in Arkansas.  She was born 1821 in Kentucky. 
  
Children of JEHOIADA SAMS and SARAH SCOTT are: 
 i. LEVINA5 SAMS, b. 1838, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 ii. MARTIN L. SAMS, b. 1839, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
9. iii. SAMUEL  SAMS, b. 1842, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 iv. MILES SAMS, b. 1844, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 v. MARY SAMS, b. 1847, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 vi. CHARLOTTE JANE SAMS, b. 1848, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 vii. ELVIRA  SAMS, b. 1852, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 viii. WYLIE  SAMS, b. 1856, Reeds Creek, Lawrence Co. Arkansas. 
 
3.  JOSIAH CHAPLINE4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1821 in Izard Co. Arkansas, and 
died 1863 in Arkansas Civil War.  He married MARY.  She was born 1835 in Missouri. 
  
Children of JOSIAH CULP and MARY are: 
 i. CHARLES5 CULP, b. 1851, Arkansas. 
10. ii. SARAH LEVINA CULP, b. 28 Apr 1857, Arkansas; d. 1904, Arkansas. 
 
4.  DANIEL4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 10 Sep 1826 in Izard Co. Arkansas, and 
died 1863 in Arkansas (Civil War).  He married NANCY WOLF 1854, daughter of MICHAEL WOLF and 
ELIZABETH  ADAMS.  She was born 11 Sep 1836 in Arkansas, and died 02 Jun 1895 in Arkansas. 
  
Children of DANIEL CULP and NANCY WOLF are: 
 i. ELIZA 5 CULP, b. 1855, Sharp, Arkansas. 
11. ii. SARAH ELIZABETH  CULP, b. 28 Sep 1855, Sharp, Arkansas; d. Jun 1941, Oklahoma. 
 iii. GEORGE W. CULP, b. 1858, Sharp, Arkansas. 
 iv. JAMES M. CULP, b. 1860, Sharp, Arkansas. 
 
5.  LAVINA 4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1829 in Izard Co.  Arkansas, and died 
1851.  In 1841, she married SAMUEL JEFFERSON MASON in Arkansas.  He was born 1813. Lavina Culp 
was Samuel’s 2nd wife. He was married 3 times in his life. His 1st marriage was to Elizabeth May, 28 May 
1835 in Alabama. Elizabeth was born in Alabama. They had 1 child named Martha Mason b. 1836 in 
Alabama. Samuel’s 3rd wife after Lavina Culp’s death was to Mary (last name unknown) in 1855 in 
Arkansas. 3 children to this marriage: Virginia B. Mason b. 1856, Izard County, Arkansas. Arkansas 
Mason, b. 1857, Izard County, Arkansas and Laura Mason, b. 1860, Izard County Arkansas. 
  
Children of LAVINA  CULP and SAMUEL MASON are: 
12. i. THOMAS C.5 MASON, b. 25 Aug 1842, Izard County Arkansas; d. 25 Aug 1915, Palestine Cem. Izard 

Co. Arkansas. 
 ii. ALEXANDER MASON, b. 1843, Izard County Arkansas. 
 iii. LETTIE JANE MASON, b. 1846, Izard County Arkansas. 
 iv. SAMUEL  E. MASON, b. 1850, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 v. NATHANIEL  B. MASON, b. 1851, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 
6.  JAMES JEFFERY4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 08 May 1831 in Izard Co.  
Arkansas.  He married SUSAN.  She was born 1832 in Tennessee. 
  
Children of JAMES CULP and SUSAN are: 
 i. WILLIAM 5 CULP, b. 1857, Union, Fulton, Arkansas. 
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 ii. THOMAS CULP, b. 1859, Union, Fulton, Arkansas. 
 iii. JAMES CULP, b. 1860, Union, Fulton, Arkansas. 
 
7.  THOMAS B.4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1832 in Izard Co.  Arkansas, and died 
08 Mar 1880 in Piney Texas, Missouri.  He married ELIZABETH  BENBROOK, daughter of ELBERT 
BENBROOK and CATHERINE LANGSTON.  She was born 1839 in Forrest City, Izard, Arkansas, and died 
1910. 
  
Children of THOMAS CULP and ELIZABETH  BENBROOK are: 
 i. MATTIE5 CULP, b. Izard Co. Arkansas; m. DR. WISEMAN. 
 ii. CHARLES W. CULP, b. 14 May 1858, Izard Co . Arkansas; d. 1926, Riverside Cem. Mammoth Springs, 

Fulton, Arkansas; m. JOHANNAH C. SHARP, 22 Dec 1880, Fulton Co. Arkansas; b. 04 Dec 1861, 
Sharp Co. Arkansas; d. 1947, Riverside Cem. Mammoth Springs, Fulton, Arkansas. 

 iii. AMBROSE CULP, b. 1860, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
13. iv. WILLIAM  HENRY CULP, b. 05 Nov 1863, Izard Co. Arkansas; d. 03 May 1900, Riverside Cem. 

Mammouth Springs, Arkansas. 
14. v. JOSEPHINE CULP, b. 1867, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 vi. THOMAS CULP, b. 1868, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 
8.  AMBROSE4 CULP (LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1836 in Izard Co.  Arkansas.  He married 
SARAH.  She was born 1837 in Alabama. 
  
Children of AMBROSE CULP and SARAH are: 
 i. STEPHEN5 CULP, b. 1864, Arkansas. 
 ii. MARY ANN CULP, b. 1869, Arkansas. 
 

Generation No. 3 
 

9.  SAMUEL5 SAMS (JEHOIADA4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1842 in Reeds Creek, 
Lawrence Co. Arkansas.  He married MARTHA.  She was born 1842 in Arkansas. 
  
Children of SAMUEL SAMS and MARTHA are: 
 i. MARY F.6 SAMS, b. 1864, Arkansas. 
 ii. SARAH SAMS, b. 1865, Arkansas. 
 iii. JEHOIADA SAMS, b. 1867, Arkansas. 
 iv. WILLIAM  SAMS, b. 1869, Arkansas. 
 
10.  SARAH LEVINA5 CULP (JOSIAH CHAPLINE4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 28 Apr 1857 in 
Arkansas, and died 1904 in Arkansas.  She married JOSEPH FOUNTAIN.  He was born 20 Jun 1852 in 
Arkansas, and died 1896 in Arkansas. 
  
Children of SARAH CULP and JOSEPH FOUNTAIN are: 
15. i. SARAH JANE6 FOUNTAIN, b. 07 Aug 1877, Arkansas; d. 14 Jul 1921, Oklahoma. 
 ii. REBECCA ANN FOUNTAIN, b. 28 Jul 1879, Arkansas. 
 iii. JEFF W. FOUNTAIN, b. 29 Jun 1884, Arkansas. 
 iv. NANCY ELLEN FOUNTAIN, b. 15 Dec 1888, Arkansas. 
 v. JOHN HENRY FOUNTAIN, b. 02 May 1891, Arkansas. 
 vi. NORAH BELLE FOUNTAIN, b. 27 Dec 1893, Arkansas. 
 
11.  SARAH ELIZABETH5 CULP (DANIEL4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 28 Sep 1855 in Sharp, 
Arkansas, and died Jun 1941 in Oklahoma.  She married HARVEY BLASSINGAME BLOUNT 17 Sep 1874 in 
Arkansas.  He was born 23 Jul 1849 in Batesville, Arkansas. 
  
Children of SARAH CULP and HARVEY BLOUNT are: 
 i. FRANCES6 BLOUNT, b. 1876, Arkansas. 
 ii. THOMAS BLOUNT, b. 1877, Arkansas. 
 iii. BERTHA BLOUNT, b. 1879, Arkansas. 
16. iv. ORENA BLOUNT, b. 21 Mar 1881, Arkansas; d. 20 Mar 1970, Oklahoma. 
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12.  THOMAS C.5 MASON (LAVINA4 CULP, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 25 Aug 1842 in Izard 
County Arkansas, and died 25 Aug 1915 in Palestine Cem. Izard Co. Arkansas.  He married (1) ELIZA  E. 
PARTEE, daughter of JAMES PARTEE and ELMIRA .  She was born 14 Jan 1849 in Arkansas, and died 02 Feb 
1904 in Palestine Cem. Izard Co. Arkansas.  He married (2) LOUISA.  She was born 1848 in Arkansas. 
  
Children of THOMAS MASON and ELIZA  PARTEE are: 
 i. HARRIETT JULIA 6 MASON, b. 1868, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 ii. JAMES J. MASON, b. 08 Feb 1870, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
17. iii. RICHARD ALEXANDER MASON, b. 20 Aug 1872, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 iv. ARNELLA MASON, b. 1875, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
18. v. ELZADER JANE MASON, b. 1878, Union Izard Co. Arkansas; d. 1942, Palestine Cem. Izard Co. 

Arkansas. 
 vi. ROBERT A. MASON, b. Dec 1883, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
  
Children of THOMAS MASON and LOUISA are: 
 vii. HARRIET J.6 MASON, b. 1868, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 viii. JAMES J. MASON, b. 1870, Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 
13.  WILLIAM  HENRY5 CULP (THOMAS B.4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 05 Nov 1863 in 
Izard Co. Arkansas, and died 03 May 1900 in Riverside Cem. Mammouth Springs, Arkansas.  He married 
AMY  DEXTER OWENS 1884 in Arkansas, daughter of DEXTER OWENS.  She was born in Rhode, Island. 
  
Children of WILLIAM  CULP and AMY  OWENS are: 
 i. WILLIAM  HOMER6 CULP, b. 27 Jan 1886, Arkansas; d. 18 Oct 1957, Green Hills Cem. Palos Verde, 

California; m. MARY FRANCES CANTERBURY, 18 Dec 1908; b. 18 Jul 1887, Colusa, California. 
 ii. MADGE CULP, b. Arkansas. 
 iii. M ARY CULP, b. Arkansas. 
 iv. HENRY CULP, b. 03 Jul 1895, Arkansas. 
 
14.  JOSEPHINE5 CULP (THOMAS B.4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1867 in Izard Co. 
Arkansas.  She married ARCHIBALD (DR.) NICKS.   
  
Children of JOSEPHINE CULP and ARCHIBALD NICKS are: 
 i. RUTH6 NICKS, b. 1868. 
 ii. HUBERT NICKS. 

Generation No. 4 
 

15.  SARAH JANE6 FOUNTAIN (SARAH LEVINA5 CULP, JOSIAH CHAPLINE4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) 
was born 07 Aug 1877 in Arkansas, and died 14 Jul 1921 in Oklahoma.  She married ARAD SCOTT LARKIN  
SULLIVAN  in Arkansas.   
  
Child of SARAH FOUNTAIN and ARAD SULLIVAN  is: 
 i. OTHA LU7 SULLIVAN , b. 30 May 1902, Sulphur, Oklahoma. 
 
16.  ORENA6 BLOUNT (SARAH ELIZABETH5 CULP, DANIEL4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 21 
Mar 1881 in Arkansas, and died 20 Mar 1970 in Oklahoma.  She married GEORGE WASHINGTON HERD 21 
May 1899, son of GEORGE HERD and AMANDA  BAYLESS.   
  
Child of ORENA BLOUNT and GEORGE HERD is: 
19. i. HATTIE LEE7 HERD. 
 
17.  RICHARD ALEXANDER6 MASON (THOMAS C.5, LAVINA4 CULP, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was 
born 20 Aug 1872 in Union Izard Co. Arkansas.  He married FANNIE JANE SPEAK.  She was born 26 Mar 
1884 in Arkansas. 
 
Notes for RICHARD ALEXANDER MASON: 
1918 Draft Registration Card Arkansas tall medium Build dark hair dark eyes 
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Children of RICHARD MASON and FANNIE SPEAK are: 
 i. JAMES L.7 MASON, b. 15 Jul 1905, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 ii. SAMUEL  J. MASON, b. 17 Sep 1907, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 iii. M ARVIN  TRUMAN MASON, b. 1909, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 iv. EARL S. MASON, b. 12 Oct 1911, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 v. FRED MASON, b. 11 Mar 1914, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 vi. HAYDEN MASON, b. 10 May 1923, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 
18.  ELZADER JANE6 MASON (THOMAS C.5, LAVINA4 CULP, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 1878 
in Union Izard Co. Arkansas, and died 1942 in Palestine Cem. Izard Co. Arkansas.  She married WILLIAM  
R. VINES.  He was born 06 May 1879 in Alabama. 
  
Children of ELZADER MASON and WILLIAM  VINES are: 
 i. HARLAN  J.7 VINES, b. 18 Sep 1905, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 ii. BERTHA VINES, b. 1907, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 iii. ROBERT TRUMAN VINES, b. 04 Jan 1909, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 iv. LUCY OPAL VINES, b. 1911, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 v. JAMES HOWARD VINES, b. 08 Sep 1916, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 vi. RICHARD M. VINES, b. 12 Nov 1921, Union Izard Co. Arkansas. 
 

Generation No. 5 
 

19.  HATTIE LEE7 HERD (ORENA6 BLOUNT, SARAH ELIZABETH5 CULP, DANIEL4, LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, 
JAMES1) She married LEROY GORDON COOPER.   
  
Child of HATTIE HERD and LEROY COOPER is: 
20. i. LEROY GORDON8 COOPER, b. 06 Mar 1927, Shawnee, Oklahoma; d. 04 Oct 2004, Ventura, 

California. 
 

Generation No. 6 
 

20.  LEROY GORDON8 COOPER (HATTIE LEE7 HERD, ORENA6 BLOUNT, SARAH ELIZABETH5 CULP, DANIEL4, 
LEVINA3 JEFFERY, JAMES2, JAMES1) was born 06 Mar 1927 in Shawnee, Oklahoma, and died 04 Oct 2004 in 
Ventura, California.  He married (1) TRUDY B. OLSON 1947 in Hawaii.    He married (2) SUSAN TAYLOR 
1972.   
Notes for LEROY GORDON COOPER: 
Astronaut in National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
Children of LEROY COOPER and TRUDY OLSON are: 
 i. CAMALA  KEOKI9 COOPER, m. MR. THARPE. 
 ii. JANITA  LEE COOPER, m. MR. STONE. 
  
Children of LEROY COOPER and SUSAN TAYLOR are: 
 iii. ELIZABETH  JO9 COOPER. 
 iv. COLLEEN TAYLOR COOPER. 

  
 As you can see there are some very interesting Mason Family relationships going on 
here with this one branch of the James and Jane (Mason) Jeffery Family. Even Jehoiada 
Sams, the only son of Lavina Jeffery and her 1st husband Samuel “Wyley” Sams married 
into the Scott Family as well. 
 This man, penned as J. J. Sams, had accomplished some early writings of the Jeffrey 
Family and their origins of North Carolina and Virginia from the Old Dominion of the 
American Colonies. As a Grandson of Jane Mason’s, his writings were the earliest about 
her and were recollections that she told him herself. It is through the writings of J. J. 
Sams that we are told that Jane Mason was born near Kingston, Virginia (Old Dominion, 
Allenton, Virginia today near Mason’s Mills and Chappell Road in Campbell County 
Virginia). (Note: Remember Capt. John Walker who we found Daniel and Nathaniel as 
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part of his military Company in Early Roane County? Well his families Plantation was 
also in Campbell County Virginia and was also named “Kingston”.) 
 J. J. Sams also wrote that Jane Mason was married to James Jeffery in 1789 in 
Alexandria, Virginia and that they moved to Rutherford County North Carolina soon 
after in 1790. They can be found on the Rutherford County North Carolina 1790 Census. 
Their being in Alexandria places them close to Williamsburg, Virginia where Col. David 
Mason had lived many years of his life while a Burgess to the Virginia House of 
Burgesses from Sussex County and as the Commander of the 15th Virginia Line 
Regiment of Foot during the Rev. War years. 
 J. J. Sams, Lavina Jeffery’s son, must have been able to remember the stories Jane 
Mason told him during his younger years of life. 
 Then too, born to J. J. Sams’ Uncle Jehoiada Jeffery, the first-born son of James and 
Jane Mason Jeffery was August Curran Jeffery (A. C. Jeffery) who was also a writer of 
Northeast Arkansas Family History. He had written some very interesting articles of the 
Jeffery Family that supplied genealogists and researchers into this family, with some 
excellent history to start with. If you are studying the Jeffery Family History, you need to 
read and become familiar with the works of these Jeffrey Family writers and historians. 
 By proving this relationship between Daniel Mason of Roane County and Jane Mason 
of Mt. Olive, Arkansas, we are inclined to place her to the Family that Daniel is proved to 
come from and visa versa. Now besides the Family chart above of Lavina Jeffrey and 
Tom Culp, where exactly does Nathaniel Mason fit into all of this? Let’s move on into 
the next chapter. 
     Oh, I almost forgot. Here is a list of Jane Mason’s Children: 
 

1. JAMES2 JEFFERY  (JAMES1)1 was born 1757 in Virginia, USA1, and died 1843 in Mt Olive, Izard, 
Arkansas, USA1.  He married JANE MASON1 1789 in Alexandria, Virginia, daughter of John IV 
Mason and Jane Parham.  She was born 1769 in Kingston (Allenton), Campbell County, Virginia, 
USA1, and died 1853 in Mt. Olive, Izard County, Arkansas. 

 
  Children of JAMES JEFFERY and JANE MASON are: 
 
2. i. JEHOIADA3 JEFFERY, b. 10 Aug 1790, Rutherford, North Carolina, USA; 

d. 19 Oct 1846, Mt Olive, Izard, Arkansas, USA. 
 ii. LEVIN JEFFERY, b. 1796, Rutherford, North Carolina,; m. BETSY HALES, 

30 Aug 1837, Lawrence County, Arkansas. 
                  iii.   DANIEL JEFFERY1, b. 1797, Rutherford, North Carolina, USA1; d. Sep 

        1862, Izard, Arkansas, USA1; m. MARY BOWCOCK, 1822; b. 1801, 
        Virginia; d. 23 Feb 1863, Old Jeffery Cemetery, Izard County, Arkansas. 

 iv. LEVINA  JEFFERY1, b. 1798, Knoxville, Tennessee1; d. 03 Jan 1863, White 
River Valley, Izard, Arkansas, USA1. 

3. v. EDA JEFFERY, b. 1799, Knoxville, Tennessee; d. Jul 1886, Lawrence 
County, Arkansas. m. 1. (maybe Brittian?) Ragsdale (about 1816) m. 2. 
John Milligan II, 1818 

 vi. NANCY JEFFERY, b. 1800, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 vii. JAMES JEFFERY JR.1, b. 1802, Christian County, Kentucky, USA1. 

viii.  JESSE JEFFERY1, b. 1804, Christian County, Kentucky, USA1; d. 04 Nov 
1884, Izard, Arkansas, USA1. 
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         Nathaniel Mason 
         
 Nathaniel Mason’s very interesting history is somewhat checkered with 
misinformation. Primarily because no one has discovered what or more, importantly 
Where on Earth he disappeared to, from Knox / Roane County in 1802. Early on with the 
writers of the history of East Tennessee, there have been references that Nathaniel “might 
be” the brother of Daniel Mason of Roane County Tennessee. Due in part I think of 
finding Nathaniel’s and Daniel’s names on the petition list of people dated 1799, who 
wanted to establish Roane County out of Knox County. Then they both had married into 
the Brashear Family. Then there was both Daniel’s and Nathaniel’s names on the 1802 
tax list that came from their being part of Captain John Walker’s Company in and around 
Fort Southwest Point. Since then other evidence has become known that supports this 
claim of brotherhood between Daniel and Nathaniel. 
  Foremost in this support, is the history of Jane Mason, who, by the discovery of an 
old Civil War era letter written by her great grandson from Cumberland Gap, Tennessee 
tells us that she was the Aunt of Thomas Jefferson Mason of Loudon, Tennessee. You 
can see the reflection of her family members by how she and her husband, James Jeffrey, 
named their own children. Is there a son named Daniel? Yes. Is there a son named 
Nathaniel? Yes, once again. So Nathaniel’s family history becomes evident in the Living 
history and names of Jane Mason’s own children. What other evidence is there? 
 Currently, actual court records confirm the story of Nathaniel Mason, indicating that 
the sheriff of Knox County was sent out to serve some papers on him to appear in the 
Knox County Court. So the Sheriff went out, scoured the county to find him and came 
back to inform the court that Nathaniel was no where to be found in or around Knox 
County. This was in 1802 after his marriage in 1801 to Phoebe Brashear. (Author’s Note: 
we believe that Nathaniel Mason did marry “A” Phoebe Brashear in 1801 but his Phoebe 
Brashear was NOT the daughter of Robert Samuel Brashear. Nathaniel’s Phoebe 
Brashear was the daughter of another Brashear). It seems as though Nathaniel simply 
vanishes. Well this is due in part because the people researching Nathaniel Mason and 
Daniel Mason’s family don’t yet realize or know the history of Daniel and Nathaniel’s 
sister, Jane Mason and her husband, James Jeffrey. I will tell you all what Pat and I have 
come to discover about Nathaniel’s and Jane’s early history in life and will take you thru 
their partial pioneering trail that started in North Carolina in 1789 and ended with their 
arrival in the Missouri Territory in 1816. 
 The stories handed down to many of us Jeffrey Family descendants are from the 
writings of J. J. Sams (Jane Mason’s grandson) and Augustus Curran Jeffery (A. C. 
Jeffery also a Jane Mason Grandson). 
 J. J. Sams tells us in his writings for instance that Jane Mason had married James 
Jeffrey, an Englishman, in Alexandria, Virginia in 1789. Not much is mentioned about 
them earlier than this. After their marriage, they moved to Rutherford County North 
Carolina where they do indeed show up on the 1790 census in Rutherford County as this 
is where their first born son Jehoiada is born but actually when you look at the census 
sheet Jane and James are shown with more children than Jehoiada. By 1800 however we 
know that my own great grandmother, Eda Jeffery who married John Milligan II, tells us 
on “All” of her census declarations up to 1850 that she was born in the year 1800 in 
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Knoxville, Tennessee. So this places Jane Mason in the Knoxville area (Fort Southwest 
Point) in that year. We know too that Daniel and Nathaniel Mason were already there; 
Daniel as early as 1793 in Southwest Virginia in Washington County. Then the both of 
them show up on a list of Petitioners who signed the document in the hopes of creating 
Roane County, Tennessee. 
  James Jeffrey and his brothers Jesse (Ol’ Jesse, a known Counterfitter according to J. 
J. Sams, Jeffrey Family historical writings), Capt. Jeremiah Jeffrey (was an Indian Killer 
mentioned in the early Atlanta, Georgia court records), John Jeffrey (also known as an 
Indian Killer as he went out seeking revenge for the savage slaying of his wife and 
children at the hands of some Indians. He left his military assignment, against the wishes 
of his commanders, to track down his families killers) were all in this area together. 
 Knoxville is where the Jeffrey Boys go their own separate ways in life. James (Old 
Jim) with his wife Jane Mason and children and his brother Jesse with his family (who 
preceded James and Jane Mason on their journey into the Western Kentucky Wilderness, 
take jobs with Judge Richard Henderson’s “Transylvania Company” (later the Henderson 
Land Company) “Overseeing” a farming operation in Elizabeth Town (Hopkinsville) and 
later in Henderson, Kentucky both of which were located, at the time, in Christian 
County, Kentucky. Later in 1808, James Jefferies will move this Farming operation to 
Henderson City and onto Diamond Island (a land holding of Joseph Alves who was a 
close friend of General Sam Hopkins who also moved his family to Henderson) in the 
Ohio River just downstream from Henderson, Kentucky. When the Jeffery’s left Fort 
Southwest Point for Elizabeth Town (Hopkinsville) it was shortly after Eda Jeffery’s 
birth in 1800; Probably in 1802 / 1803, if I’m not mistaken this is about the same time 
that Nathaniel Mason seems to have disappeared from the Knox County Sheriff’s search 
for him. Jesse Jeffrey had left for Elizabeth Town earlier than James and Jane (Mason) 
Jeffrey in about 1798 thru 1800 time period. 
 The only Route of travel during this period to Elizabeth Town from Fort Southwest 
Point is one that Nathaniel Mason would have known well, being in the Military with 
Capt. John Walker’s Company stationed at Fort Southwest Point. This Route was the 
Avery Trace and it was the Route used by many soldiers to take supplies to Fort Blount 
from Fort Southwest Point. Fort Blount was just north of the Nashville settlement and 
from there, the wagon trip to Elizabeth Town was just a matter of a relatively short 
distance through the wilderness northwestward to that part of the western Kentucky 
frontier. To get to Fort Blount on the Original Avery Trace, pioneers had to travel 
through the area that soon would become Jackson County Tennessee. We firmly believe 
that Nathaniel Mason and his wife (Phoebe Brashear, the daughter of another Brashear) 
went with James Jeffery and Jane Mason into the “Western Lands” to Jackson County 
and Fort Blount and Nathaniel, after settling his family in the Fort Blount area, went to 
Elizabeth Town, Kentucky in 1803 with James and Jane Mason Jeffrey. There is also 
scant evidence that the Jeffrey’s and Nathaniel Mason were traveling with members of 
the Langston Family and the Ware (Weir) Family. There may have been others as well 
but people Pioneered their way from Fort to Fort for military protection against the 
Indians. They also traveled in groups for the same reason; protection. Nathaniel Mason 
stayed with the Jeffrey’s all the way through Jackson County and up to Elizabeth Town. I 
think he may have visited the Jeffrey’s often while they lived in Kentucky as he called 
Jackson County, Tennessee his home, and remained close to the Jeffrey’s even after they 
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had moved from Elizabeth Town (Hopkinsville) to Henderson some years later. From 
Henderson and maybe because of the Jeffrey’s working for Gen. Sam Hopkins and 
Thomas Alves farming operation on Diamond Island, The Jeffrey’s would move next to 
the southwest and into the Illinois Territory (they were living in Union County Illinois in 
Dec. 1811) just prior to the outbreak of the War of 1812. 
 Nathaniel would go to Nashville and enlist in the Military there. Beside that, 
Nathaniel and his family in 1802 / 1803, initially moved to this area that would become 
Jackson County and here is where Nathaniel would request and receive (when he 
enlisted) an original William Christmas Land Grant from Tennessee of 7 acres for 
fighting as a soldier in the War of 1812. The document below (released in 2009), signed 
by Tennessee State Governor, Joe McMinn himself, is Nathaniel’s Original Land Grant. 
 The man that Nathaniel (a Private) directly served under was Lieutenant Hugh 
Swearingen (both served under Capt. Abraham A. Massias) who would also claim the 
rest of the 214-acre Christmas Land Grant that Nathaniel’s 7-acres were located on. The 
Swearingen land actually surrounded Nathaniel’s 7 acres. Jackson County was in 
Tennessee’s War of 1812 Land Grant area. The survey of this land parcel was completed 
on October 25, 1814 as shown.  
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 The Document shown above (the original document is very large and doesn’t fit into 
a standard printer to be scanned appropriately) is a digital copy of the Original Land 
Grant given to Nathaniel Mason for his 7 acre Homestead in Jackson County for serving 
as a private in the War of 1812. The Original Document has been handed down in the 
Swearingin family of Putnam County, Tennessee ever since Nathaniel had it himself as a 



 XLV  

result of William Christmas who completed its survey in 1814. I would imagine there is a 
copy of this document in the Tennessee State Archives but we got this copy from the man 
(a Swearingen descendant) who still holds Nathaniel’s Original. He claims the document 
was never put in a courthouse locally and it has been handed down in his family since 
1814 as part of the original documentation of the 214 acres. This land parcel has been 
recently subdivided and this document is no longer required documentation for the parcel 
leaving it to surface to the public domain and to Nathaniel Mason’s history. This is the 
first time that this researcher knows of that this document and the ones shown below, are 
being presented to the public domain in the last 195 years. Nathaniel’s 7 acres was called 
Mason’s Field. It was on an eastern facing slope of land in Jackson County at the bottom 
of which was Mason’s Spring. Today, a recently rediscovered cemetery is part of 
“Mason’s Field”. It is the called “Owen’s Cemetery”. Could this be where Nathaniel 
Mason was buried at the end of his years of life?  
 William Christmas was also an interesting fellow. He was the gentleman who 
surveyed out the City of Raleigh, North Carolina and later was given the Commission to 
survey out a Land Grant area in Tennessee for those “Tennessee Volunteers” who fought 
in the War of 1812. “Our” Nathaniel was one of these. 
 After James Jeffrey had moved the Hopkins’ and Alves’ farming operation to 
Diamond Island in the Ohio River in 1808, Nathaniel Mason who was living near Fort 
Blount Tennessee, went to Nashville and here he would rejoin the military and be 
assigned to the Company of men also established in 1808 and Commanded by Captain 
Abraham A. Massias. It was called Massias’ 4th Company of the Rifle Regiment. After 
his enlistment, Nathaniel would head east with Massias’ Company. Andy Jackson’s 
Route for his “Rag Tag” Army to East Tennessee, Spanish Florida, southern Georgia and 
the Mississippi Territory during the War of 1812 (The Patriot War, The Seminole War, 
The Creek War and the Battle of Horseshoe Bend) would wind its way from Nashville  
through Lawrence County Tennessee and on to other Tennessee Counties on their way 
eastward. Nathaniel we believe went back to Knox County and left his wife and children 
there while he went to fight in Spanish East Florida. They would be safe there with her 
family while he went off to fight in the “Patriot War” in Spanish East Florida against the 
English, who had moved their Navel operations to Amelia Island on the northeast Florida 
coast. In this company of Capt. Massias’ 4th Rifle Regiment, Nathaniel Mason would be 
on hand to suffer the defeats of Massias’ engagements with the over-powering British 
forces. Finally, after retreating to Fort Peter and after the British had left to points further 
in Florida and Southern Georgia in the Gulf of Mexico, the 4th Rifle Regiment would be 
incorporated into the 1st Rifle Regiment, also commanded by Capt. Massias. They would 
return to Amelia Island and it would be Capt. Abraham Massias who would lower the 
American Flag for the last time on Amelia Island and return control of the island back to 
the Spanish. 
 Prior to this engagement, Florida caught the eye of our congressional “Jay Hawkers” 
and they wanted to persuade Congress to annex Florida to the United States and thus 
America’s incursion into this War to keep this land from falling into British control. 
Massias and his men, after the Patriot War in Florida, would prepare to march southwest 
to the St Mary’s River in Southern Georgia to keep the British from coming ashore in 
Pensacola, Florida and in Southern Georgia. They would be supported by a battalion of 
men commanded by a man named Lieut. Col. Scott. The men of Massias’ 1st Rifle 
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Regiment would also be on hand to fight in The 1st Seminole and Creek Wars with Andy 
Jackson and hundreds more of  his “Tennessee Volunteers”. 
 After the Creek War, (which was an attempt by the English to link up with this Indian 
tribe after the Indian Chief, Tecumseh, would go south and try to incorporate this tribe 
into his Confederated tribes of the north to fight against white expansionism) these 
Tennessee Volunteers would get called on to fight the “Red Sticks” at the Battle of 
Horseshoe Bend which took place in (Alabama and Mississippi which was at the time 
called the Mississippi Territory) Mississippi State today. After those engagements, Andy 
Jackson’s Backcountry army including Massia’s 1st Rifle Regiment would travel once 
more and find themselves at the Battle of New Orleans in 1815.  This famous and 
supposed “Final Battle” of the War took place “after” the Treaty of Ghent had already 
been signed in Europe officially ending the War. The War of 1812 was “Officially” over 
but the treaty had not yet been ratified by the American Congress so the Battles and small 
skirmishes of this “Forgotten” War continued well into 1815. The actual last shots of the 
War of 1812 were fired both on land and at sea in the Great State of Georgia and our 
Nathaniel Mason would make his way back to Roane and Jackson County Tennessee and 
by 1820 (as indicated on the Census) Nathaniel would be living in Jackson County once 
more.     
 Well, aside from the William Christmas land grant document shown above from 
Tennessee and signed by Tennessee Governor Joseph McMinn, Nathaniel Mason also 
received a Federal Land Grant for fighting throughout The War of 1812. These Federal 
Land Grants, given to the men who fought for America, were located in the Arkansas 
Territory west of the Mississippi River as shown on the next page. 
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 Now, if you will look close at Nathaniel’s Land grant from Tennessee you will notice 
that it was surveyed in October of 1814.  Nathaniel would come to claim this 7 acre 
parcel on Hugh Swearingen’s land after the War was over, probably late in 1815 early 
1816. Then if all of you history buffs out there would take a look at the Jackson County 
Census for 1820 you will find Nathaniel Mason (actually his name was misspelled and he 
is called out as Nathan Meeson) and Daniel Mason on the same census sheet. We haven’t 
seen these two names together on a Document since 1802 when these two men were 
much younger living in Roane County Tennessee. 
 As it turns out Daniel Mason’s first wife, Polly Brashear had passed away in 1818 
and Daniel Mason married his 2nd wife, Martha “Patsy” Hicks in 1819. The people 
present on the 1820 Jackson County Census are Daniel and his new wife Martha Hicks 
and some of Daniel’s children from his 1st marriage to Mamie Polly Brashear. 
 During the late 1820’s, Nathaniel Mason and a few of his children had then moved to 
the Memphis Area. They are shown there on the 1830 census. We can confirm this is our 
Nathaniel because just before his move to Memphis, he had left the congregation of his 
church. He and his family were members of the Spring Creek Baptist Church in Jackson 
County Tennessee and their records show his involvement with them as shown in the 
next document. Nathaniel’s reference (on the second sheet) is dated Saturday, August 4th, 
1829 and the next reference is October 4th, 1829 when he is dismissed from the church 
“by letter”. The church used to write out letters for folks who were moving so they could 
present it to their new church wherever that would have been. We did not look for a 
church in Memphis that Nathaniel’s family may have attended but we know he was there 
in 1830 because he is listed there on the County census records. The Church’s records of 
Nathaniel are on the following 2 pages. 
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 Well, Nathaniel Mason and his family didn’t stay long in Memphis either and by 
1836 he is back in Jackson County and living on his original 7 Acre William Christmas  
homestead that he was granted by the State of Tennessee for his War of 1812 Service. 
The majority of land around him however, had changed owners and now belonged to 
Levy Swearingin, the brother of  Hugh Swearingin who purchased the parcel from Hugh 
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Swearingen in 1836. According to Tennessee State Records of 1812 Officer’s list, Hugh 
Swearingin was a 1st Lieutenant in Massias’ Company as well and is also on Massia’s 
roster of Soldiery (Tennessee State Library record). On good quality parchment paper, we 
found this next document handed down in the same Swearingin Family as Nathaniel’s 
Original land grant signed by Governor McMinn. Read this document dated 25 January 
1836 carefully. In its content is the sentence, “were said Mason now lives”. This date is 
just a few years prior to Daniel’s death in 1839.  
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In 2007, in Jackson County Tennessee on the north Bank of “Mason’s Spring”, a 
cemetery was re-discovered in a portion of “Mason’s Field”. It is called Owen’s 
Cemetery and boasts gravestones dating back to the 1770’s. We believe Nathaniel Mason 
was born around 1774 as was the Swearingen Family members who may also be interred 
in this cemetery.  
 I don’t remember their names right off but there were two or three ladies involved 
with transcribing the headstone information to a list that was to be posted on one of 
Jackson Counties Genealogy sites. I know the man who gave us the documents that we 
are presenting here didn’t give us his permission to use his name as a reference for this 
essay and I can’t mention him to the Public Domain. I was hoping myself to find the 
graves of Daniel Mason along with the grave of Nathaniel Mason but I understand that 
there were too many gravestones in Owen’s Cemetery that have been lost to time and 
decay to positively identify any of them as the graves of Daniel or Nathaniel Mason. This 
Cemetery does seem like it may have been the final resting place of these two men. 
 Still the question remains, “Are Daniel and Nathaniel Mason, Brothers?” Perhaps not 
provable by birth or death certificate any longer but there is a lot of other evidence to 
suggest that they were. Jane Mason, who we can prove to be the sister of Daniel and of 
whose family we had shown one of Nathaniel’s sons marrying into would tell us so.  
Samuel Mason would marry into the family of Tom and Lavina Culp. So, maybe Jane did 
tell us so with the names of her own children. What this practice of handing down names 
in the family was supposed to do in the old days is leave a “Living History” of the 
Ascendants of prior family members. Jane’s children, as Intelligent as she was known to 
be, were supposed to be a “Living Record” of their namesakes and they probably may 
have even known a short story or two of the people they were named after as well.  
 Two of Nathaniel’s daughters would also move to Arkansas to live after their 
Marriages and one of his sons, Jesse H. Mason would move to St. Francoise, Missouri 
with Daniel’s children from Martha Hicks close by in Springfield, Missouri.  
 This essay and the new documents of proof, add a new dimension to the continual 
study of these three Mason Family members; Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane. We believe we 
have discovered, as Robert Bolling Batte did, their parents finally with at least 3 years of 
research into Jane Mason’s past and childhood, which by the way was a simultaneous 
study of Daniel Mason. We treated Nathaniel as if he were a 3rd wheel basically and 
didn’t expect to find anything about him except what is currently available on the web. 
 Researchers who wish to continue in this direction of Mason Family study really 
should look closer at the Rice Family to actually create an accurate telling to their 
genealogy. Our research indicates that Stephan Rice who was supposed to have died prior 
to Nathaniel Mason marrying Phoebe Brashear in 1801 actually had real estate 
transactions up to 1815. We think that Stephan Rice and Robert Samuel Brashear’s 
“Phoebe Brashear”, remained married to each other thru to the Probating of Robert 
Samuel Brashear’s Will, just as the Will Reads out. 
 There should also be an accurate genealogy created of James Jeffrey’s brothers, 
which, from what our research discovered, should prove to be interesting to say the least. 
 Lastly, we need to dig around to see if Knox County has a listing of which Phoebe 
Brashear, Nathaniel Mason married in 1801. We think the woman he married was NOT a 
daughter of Robert S. Brashear but was the daughter of Phillip Brashear. Any other 
conclusion will contradict the Will of Robert Samuel Brashear, which was probated in 
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1816. 
 We did discover a man named Nathaniel Mason up in Bullitt County (Louisville) 
Kentucky who in 1811 married a woman by the name of Sarah Owen which we thought 
might be the 2nd wife of our Nathaniel but actually at this point, we think he is a 
Nathaniel who descended from another line of Mason’s from the Northeast of our 
country and is probably no relation to Our Daniel, Nathaniel and Jane. 
 Thanks for taking the time to read these research results. Our journey into this 
fascinating history has been one of discovery and we hope to do more for some of the 
other families who we found making their way westward into the Missouri Territory and 
across our new Nation. No one knew back in those years what a great Nation we would 
become and the part they were playing in it. 
 

Descendants of Nathaniel Mason 
Generation No. 1 

 
1.  NATHANIEL 1 MASON was born about 1776, and died in Shelby Co, Tennessee.  He married PHOEBE 
BRASHEAR 09 Sep 1801 in Roane Co. Tennessee.   
  
Children of NATHANIEL  MASON and PHOEBE BRASHEAR are: 
2. i. JESSE H.2 MASON, b. 1802, Jackson Co.  Tennessee; d. 1856, St. Francois Co. Missouri. 
 ii. ALEXANDER MASON, b. 1804, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
3. iii. MARGARET ELIZABETH  MASON, b. 1805, Jackson Co.  Tennessee; d. Garland Co. Arkansas. 
 iv. DAUGHTER MASON, b. 1806, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
 v. P. MASON, b. 1808, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
 vi. SON MASON, b. 1810, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
 vii. DAUGHTER MASON, b. 1811, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
4. viii. ELIZABETH  MASON, b. 1812, Jackson Co. Tennessee; d. Montgomery Co. Arkansas. 
 ix. DAUGHTER MASON, b. 1814, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
 x. SON MASON, b. 1815, Jackson Co.  Tennessee. 
5. xi. SAMUEL  ELTON MASON, b. 13 Sep 1817, Lawrence Co. Tennessee; d. 20 Dec 1901, Mason Cem. 

Giles Co. Tennessee. 
    
     ************************************************* 
 
  During the research of these Mason Family members, we ran into some of the 
greatest people and historians we have met to date. 
 We wish to extend our Thanks to the U. S. National Park service for informing us of 
the History of the Eppington and the role this place played in the life of our President 
Thomas Jefferson and the role it played during our Civil War years. Our sincere thanks to 
Jimmy Blankenship for this education. 
 We wouldn’t have found as much information as we did had it not been for the Roane 
County Genealogical Archives in Kingston, Tennessee. This Archive has become a 
collecting point for a lot of information about Daniel Mason and his family ties to the 
Brashears Family by many historians. They probably have many more documents 
available that we have not seen yet relative to the research of these three Mason Family 
members. We would expect a continuation of this research by other researchers with 
other documentation that may exist in the Archive. We hope that this research and its 
findings are a good start.  
 We would like to extend our thanks to the Family and descendants of Snyder Roberts 
whose early research of the History of Roane County was integral for our own studies to 
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exist. Thanks. 
 We want to extend our thanks to the People of Putnam County Tennessee who sent us 
the documents for Nathaniel Mason’s Tennessee Land Grant and the Bill of Sale of Lt. 
Hugh Swearingen’s land in Jackson County Tennessee. These documents opened up 
Nathaniel’s War of 1812 history and made it possible to follow his life to Jackson 
County, Tennessee and into Arkansas where his children actually lived out their own 
lives. You have given much knowledge to very many researchers. Thank You Kindly. 
DISCLAIMER: 
This document is being released for the sole purpose of Genealogical study into the 
origins of Eda Jeffery who became the wife, in 1818, of John Milligan II of Triadelphia, 
West Virginia. We are releasing it “Free of Charge” for reproduction to the Public 
Domain to any who wish to keep a copy for their own Genealogical Research, Study and 
Library. Sale is Prohibited. 
Library of Congress Copyright applied for June 2009. 
Comments or Suggestions? Send them to patsproat@AOL.com  
 
   


