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Introduction: 
 
 I have been searching for my (6th) Great Grandmother. Her name was Jane 
Mason. She was commonly known as living her outstanding life north of Batesville, 
Arkansas in the small settlement of Mt. Olive and although much has been written about 
her by the hands of her Grand son, J. J. Sams and her Great Grand son, Augustus C. 
Jeffery of her early life in the 1816 Missouri Territory, not much at all had been written 
about her life prior to her arrival there. There has only been the mention of clues that we 
were able to follow to come to our conclusions in this document. 

The James Jeffery Family of the Mt. Olive Community located 3 miles or so north 
of Batesville, Arkansas has handed down stories of the birth of James and Jane’s first 
born son, Jehoiada Jeffery and that he was born in Rutherford County, North Carolina in 
1790. There is also a hint that she and James were married in Alexandria, Virginia in 
1789, the year prior to the birth of Jehoiada. This is where currently acceptable 
information about Jane Mason and James Jeffery seems to stop. The early history of each 
of these two people is being lost due to the natural decay of history over time. 

 One reason for this is because there are many researchers and historians in the 
Jeffery family who are still hoping to connect Jane Mason with the American Royalty of 
the George Mason Family of Gunston Hall. This man, the neighbor of George and 
Martha Washington, in the years of our American Revolution and with the help of a 
committee set up by the Virginia House of Burgesses, had drafted the Virginia Colony’s 
Bill of Rights Document that our own National Bill of Rights was modeled after to be a 
companion Document to our Declaration of Independence from England that was 
presented to the Congress of the United Colonies of America on July 4th, 1776 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Then secondly, there was a book written by a man name of Snyder Roberts, “The 
Roots of Roane County Tennessee” Where, in the first paragraph of his story about a man 
name of Daniel Mason, stated that, “George Mason of Gunston Hall was synonymous 
with many of the Mason Family lines in Virginia but that “a connection to Daniel 
Mason, had “NOT”  been proven1” to the George Mason of Gunston Hall Family 
lines. Well, if everyone continues to keep waiting for some magical document to 
suddenly turn up from the 1760’s, proving that Jane Mason or Daniel Mason are 
connected to the Gunston Hall Mason Family line, their wait will be an exercise of futile 
effort in the genealogical world while Jane’s “Real” history gets lost to time and decay. 
This direct connection to the Gunston Hall Mason line simply does NOT or ever will 
exist. These good people are simply looking in the wrong direction for Jane Mason’s real 
family and the history of her childhood years. 

                                                
1 The Roots of Roane County Tennessee by Snyder Roberts, p. 1 
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So with the enormous help of a very fine research partner, She and I have 
embarked on a fresh look into this research and rediscovery of the times, the places and 
events that shaped the life of this fine Virginia Family born and bred woman. This 
document will present evidence that tells us that we can no longer say that Jane Mason 
“IS NOT” from the outstanding Mason Family that we have discovered to be rightfully 
hers. At every turn, we discovered, that it’s more than probable that she was born into 
this Family and hard evidence of real proof hasn’t been entirely lost to time and the 
burned out courthouses of Southern Virginia Civil War strife. If anyone reading this 
document has any evidence of being able to help us prove this connection, please get in 
touch with us by sending an e-mail to Patsproat@aol.com. 

 

    Jane Mason 
 
The discoveries of the early history of Jane Mason has been a challenge. She hails 

from a very large, very wealthy and very politically prominent family of the mid - 1700’s 
Southside Sussex County, Virginia Plantation Society prior to and through our American 
Revolutionary War. There have been many people we had talked with that have been 
trying to connect Jane Mason with the political magnet of early Revolutionary War 
Society, George Mason IV of Gunston Hall. Searching toward Gunston Hall for a family 
connection will lend no results. However, this does not mean that Jane Mason’s Family 
was no less politically important as you will discover from the facts of her family’s lives 
that this research has discovered and is presenting to you within the realm this document.     

 
 It seemed to us that whenever anyone did any kind of genealogical research into 

his or her families, the concentration of study had predominantly always been into the life 
of the male partner. A study of the male side of the family just gives us 50% of the family 
history and then over the next 40 or 50 years or so, this history gets written and re-written 
so many times that we can render soliloquies in our dreams. Not this time. This time we 
will concentrate on Jane Mason’s 50% of the Jeffery Family. 

 
Jane Mason was a very fine, self-aware person early on in her life and we are 

going to write her story and that of her own birth Family. Everyone in the new Missouri / 
(Arkansas) Territory of 1816 and later years who knew Jane Mason found, as quoted by 
A.C. Jeffery, to be, “A breath of fresh air” in the early days of recorded Ozark Mountain 
History. She was far more intelligent than anyone would give her credit for. 

 
Perhaps her greatest attribute is that she was a very driven and gifted mid-wife. 

During the Jeffery Family’s Pioneering History to the Missouri Territory and later on in 
all the years of her life, many, many women who needed her help with bringing “New 
Life” into our world went to seek Jane out; White, Slave and Indian alike. Even Today in 
our new millennia, there are some people that claim she hung out a shingle in Mt. Olive 
as a Medical Doctor and there are even stories of people bringing men to her who had 
been gunshot for one reason or another, seeking her help in pulling out a bullet and 
dressing their wounds. Jane made her mid-wiving available to everyone that needed her 
help and later on in her life this attribute of hers would be at the dismay of her husband, 
Ol’ Jim Jeffery. 
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 According to the Wellness Directory of Minnesota, in their Article, The History 

of Medicine in America 1800-1850 much attention is given to mid-wivery. Also in 
another of the Wellness Directories articles “The History of Medicine, Revolutionary 
War”, mention is made that during the Revolutionary War years, the country was reeling 
through a horrible Small Pox epidemic of staggering proportions (when Jane Mason was 
a young growing child in southern Virginia) and mid-wivery was of extreme benefit to 
the general public because all of the men Doctors (who knew little about medicine 
anyway), were drafted into military service not only to deal with a soldiers wounds from 
the various Battles of course but also to deal with the Epidemic and to deal with local 
medicines that were found to be tainted with arsenic by the British Physicians hoping to 
put down a few more of Washington’s injured troops. The first of Washington’s men that 
were allowed into Boston after the British left The Siege of Boston were those who 
already had the Small Pox2. 

 
To discover this for yourself, I would direct your attention to the George 

Washington Revolutionary War Letters3 he sent to his commanders. These can be 
accessed through the Library of Congress or the National Archives web site. Washington 
devoted allot of time to having the men of his Continental Army inoculated against Small 
Pox. Whenever the commander of a Military unit went out to recruit soldiers, their first 
order of business was to march the new men off to an inoculation center, always trying to 
avoid the places where the Pox had been on their route. Not only was General 
Washington worried about the Small Pox on a very large scale but he had thoughts that 
the disease was used against his army, started by the British as a weapon that was 
transmitted on letters and their envelopes or by other means of transmission. This was 
potentially the first use of Germ Warfare against an American Army. 

  
So, with the kind permission of The Wellness Directory of Minnesota, I have 

quoted a few paragraphs from their Article of Medical History in America where they tell 
us of mid-wivery and its use in early American history. We want to thank the Wellness 
Directory of Minnesota as this story applies directly to those of us readers that want to 
know more about what Jane Mason brought to those who knew her personally. Their 
Article is as follows: 
 
The History of Medicine in America 1800-1850: 
 
“Despite the push of the regulars to monopolize, you still had options during at the start 
of the 19th century. One option, which is egregiously overlooked in most history books, 
was to attend a midwife. Midwives of the time did a lot more than just help deliver 
babies. They practiced a form of medicine that had been handed down for centuries from 
mother to daughter, family to family. 

                                                
2 The History of Medicine, The Revolutionary War by The Wellness Directory of Minnesota. Copyright 
2003. www..mnwelldir.org. 
3 George Washington Papers at the Library of Congress 1741 – 1799. The American Memory Collection, 
Manuscript Division, Library of Congress. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gwhtml/gwhome.html. You can 
search or browse from here to: George Washington to Col. David Mason, Sept. 21, 1777. 
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Midwifery thrived during times of war because doctors were conscripted into military 
service. In fact, were you to take a course in women’s studies today, you’d learn how 
women have always progressed during times of war when the men are off fighting. 
World War II brought many women into the workforce; some of them even became pilots 
who ferried planes about the country. It was during the Vietnam War that women moved 
into management positions for the first time. It was during the Civil War that women 
were first allowed to nurse the sick and wounded. It was after the Civil War that one 
female physician was decorated with the Medal of Honor.  

Nursing during this period, for the most part, was a male vocation. An interesting 
historical side note is that during the Yellow Fever epidemic in the late 1700s, black 
slaves were hired out as nurses, because those who had lived in Africa were immune to 
the disease. [http://www.geocities.com/bobarnebeck/children.html ] 

One learned midwifery either from her mother or as an apprentice to a midwife. During 
the Revolutionary War, midwives performed every service any physician of the period 
could offer, and though the end of the war reined in many midwifery practices, it 
wouldn’t be long before England attacked the US in the War of 1812 and again their 
services would be required throughout the cities and countryside. However, Gail Collins, 
in her book America's Women: Four Hundred Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and 
Heroines, points out that with the end of conflict, the influx of doctors back into society 
left midwives with little to do beyond delivering babies. Doctors set out to build up their 
practices, and offered new life saving techniques, such as delivering babies with the help 
of forceps that had been popularized in England. As the population of doctors grew, so 
did their desire to put midwives out of business and take over their practices. Collins tells 
us that in, “Philadelphia, twenty-one women listed their professions as midwife in the 
1815 city directory; by 1824 there were only six.” [In our References and Further 
Reading section at the end of this article is a link to a superb paper on women in 
medicine.] 

Ironically, if you read up on midwifery, you’ll hear that doctors and modern hospitals 
could guarantee a sterile environment where babies could be successfully delivered with 
little chance of infection to the mother. However, it was midwives of this period whose 
personal hygiene and habits of washing before a delivery that separated their practices 
from those of the physicians.  

Anytime a hand or instrument was inserted into a woman’s body, she was in danger of becoming 
infected, with fatal results. Childbed, or puerperal fever became epidemic at times in the 
nineteenth century, particularly in hospitals, where a single doctor could carry infection from one 
patient to the next. Hospitals were the delivery rooms of the urban poor, and in 1840 at Bellevue 
in New York, almost half the women giving birth during the first six months of the year contracted 
the fever. Eighty percent of them died. [Collins] 

Another option of the period were the Indian Doctors, or as they were also known, 
botanical practitioners; herbalists, to be exact. Regular physicians referred to them as 
“irregulars." Though the name, Indian Doctor would imply that they picked up their 
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knowledge from the natives, much of what they knew had been brought with them from 
the Old World. It is an interesting historical fact that herbalism in the old world and in the 
new world among our natives grew and flourished at approximately the same time.  

Two other options of this period were hydropathy and the Thomsonians. Hydropaths 
believed in the curative powers of water, which, in retrospect, we realize brought a 
needed bit of personal hygiene into the picture, while the Thomsonian movement put 
medicine into the hands of the common man. The movement founded by Samuel 
Thomson “after six doctors called in to help his seriously ill wife prescribed six different 
treatments.” [Collins] Thomsonians believed that laypeople could treat themselves better 
than any physician with a little help from nature’s botanicals4.  

To read about the State of the Art of medicine in 1800, you might want to review our 
final summary of medicine during the Revolutionary War.” 

With the burning and destruction of many of the older courthouses during the War 
of 1812 and The Civil War, allot of the early and older records of Jane (Mason) and 
James Jeffery from southern Virginia and North Carolina were probably destroyed. 
Valuable records relating to the pasts of these two individuals have been lost to fire or 
even cannonading of old Court Buildings. So we have had to relay heavily on documents 
that have been handed down with their family’s to determine which Family Jane Mason 
descended from and where they lived. 

 
 Jane Mason, at every circumstance, appears to descend from a very large, very 

wealthy and very politically prominent family of the late 1600’s and through the 1700’s. 
This would be the Family and descendants of Sir John Mason I. Jane descends from 
Captain John II and Elizabeth (Macon) Mason Family of the Pasquotank Precinct, North 
Carolina. Her lineage from Capt. John would be through his son, John III (Major) and 
Elizabeth (Chappell) Mason Family through their son, John Mason IV and his 2nd wife, 
Jane Parham who were close neighbors to John IV’s uncle, Soldier and Statesman, Col. 
David Mason and his wife Mary Epps of Sussex County, Virginia. They lived and called 
their home, “Shell Bank”. 

 
J. J. Sams informs us in his writings in history, “The History of the White River 

Valley”, about his Grandmother that Jane Mason was born in Kingston, Virginia (in the 
Old Dominion) and into the Southside Virginia Plantation Society prior to and through 
our American Revolutionary War. Today, the Old Dominion Kingston, Virginia is 
Allenton, Virginia in Campbell County, very close to what use to be Mason Mills. Today 
the millpond is a fishing resort of some sort. What we also found out about the Allenton 
area is that the Walker Family had a very large plantation there that was also named 
“Kingston”.  

 
Jane’s father, John Mason IV, wasn’t much of a politician like others of his family 

were but he was charged with the responsibilities as the leader of the Committee of 
                                                
4 The History of Medicine 1800 – 1850 by The Wellness Directory of Minnesota. Copyright 2003, 
www.mnwelldir.org. 
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Safety during the Revolutionary War years in Sussex County. This is the only Civil 
contribution of his that we have discovered to date unlike his Uncle David who had been 
a Burgess to the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg for many years prior to and through 
the Revolutionary War. Then there was John IV Mason’s own son, Jane’s brother, who 
was John Raines Mason who sat in the United States Congress for many years while Jane 
traveled to and lived in the Missouri Territory. Jane’s Family was no less politically 
important to the birth of our new nation than George Mason of Gunston Hall was, as you 
will discover. 

 
Uncle David Mason enjoyed Horseracing in whatever spare time he could afford. 

He stabled the horse, “Sterling” which ran for his race entries. Sterling was quite a horse 
at 15 1/2 hands tall and broad at the hip. He also liked to watch Cockfights, which were 
contests of roosters of one County Courthouse, pitted against the roosters of another 
County around Sussex, Petersburg and Richmond. So he was a bit of a gambler I guess 
one could say. 

   
We have based this history of Jane Mason and her family roots basically in the 

documents held in the Library of Virginia in Alexandria, in the Biographical Card Index 
of R. Bolling Batte. Also we have discovered that many Jeffery Family Descendents have 
treasured Documents (Civil War Letters) that have been handed down within the Family; 
the single most important of which is the following letter. This Civil War era letter was 
written by Ambrose Jeffery in 1862. He was born in1834 and was a Great Grandson of 
Jane Mason’s. As a young child, Ambrose knew who Jane Mason was. The letter was 
written to his parents, Miles and Sarah Jeffery. At the time, he was writing from 
Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. In the very body of this text he specifically states that his 
company had heard rumors that they were getting ready to go to Loudon, Tennessee into 
“Winter Quarters”. He said that he was glad because they had “Kinfolk” in Loudon and 
that the man he was referring to was “Nephew to Old Grandmother Jeffery.” Well, Old 
grandmother Jeffery to her Great-Grandson, Ambrose and indeed to the rest of the Jeffery 
Family was Jane Mason. This was basically common knowledge within the family and 
has been since she and James started creating descendants in 1790. Presented below is a 
transcription of Ambrose’s letter. Many family members and descendants today and in 
years past are familiar with this document.  

Cumberland Gap, Tennessee  
October 28, 1862 

My dear Parents,  
I have concluded to write you a line this morning, although I have very little hopes of it 
reaching you; I have written so many and have heard of their destruction before they 
reached you.  I send this by Mr. Tucker, and hope you will get it.  
We have seen a considerable portion of the Southern Confederacy since we left home, 
and have endured a great amount of hardship and suffering.  I can’t do more than mark 
out the route (or a portion of it) that we have traveled since we left Tupelo, Miss.  
We went from there by railway to Mobile, thence to Montgomery, thence to West Point, 
Atlanta and Dalton, Ga., to Chattanooga, Tennessee, from there we went to Lowden, 
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within 30 miles of Knoxville.  From Lowden we have taken it a foot all the time.  
We shipped into the rear of the Gap, and captured Gen. Morgan’s supply trains, and 
hemmed him up in the Gap.  We then marched north to Richmond.  There we caught the 
Yankees with a larger force than ours, fought them all day, and killed and wounded and 
captured all but a few.  From there we went to Lexington, Georgetown, Cynthianna, and 
Williamstown, and to within three miles of Covington, opposite Cincinatti.  The Yankees 
had about four or five times our force, and were well fortified, yet we had them scared so 
badly that they were afraid to come out and fight us on fair ground.  We stayed there two 
or three days, when we fell back slowly to Georgetown.  From that time on we were kept 
on forced marches from one place to another, expecting a fight nearly every day, until 
finally, the boasting Bragg ordered a general skedaddle back to Tennessee.  This raid into 
Kentucky has been a great benefit to us, although we had to retreat.  We captured and 
destroyed a great amount of Federal provisions.  We supplied ourselves with Federal 
wagons and mules, and we captured large amount of clothing and shoes and brought 
away with us a large quantity of Ky. Jeans and linsey.  We completely destroyed one 
army, captured a surplus of arms and ammunition, and added thousands of Ky recruits to 
our army.  We are now at the celebrated Cumberland Gap, one of the strongest places in 
the world.  There never will be a battle fought here, for no General would be fool enough 
to attack it.  Gen. Morgan slipped out of here and reached the Ohio in spite of all our 
Generals could do.  The fact is, we had too many Yankee troops to contend with, or he 
would have gone up sure.  
A snow fell here yesterday 8 inches deep, yet the timber is nearly as green as ever.  That 
is a sight I never saw before.  
There is a rumor in camp that we are going down to Lowden, on the Holston River to go 
into winter quarter.  I hope we will for I don’t want to stay here.  Lowden is 30 miles 
below Knoxville and on the railroad, and is located in a pretty country.  And another 
good thing, we have some kinfolks there, whom we found out while we were there last 
August.  The old man’s name is Mason.  He is nephew to our old Grandmother Jeffery.  
They treated us very kindly while we were there.  There is one sad drawback to him 
though.  He is a Union man.  He’s taken no part though and says very little.  He had some 
of our sick soldiers at his house while we were there, taking care of them.  I inquired of 
some of his neighbors about him, and they said he had always been a kind, clever man, 
but went off in the Union thing.  
We had never heard anything from you since we left home, until Asa saw Henry Harris 
over in Bragg’s Army while we were up in Kentucky.  I was overjoyed to hear that the 
Federals had not interrupted you that you were all alive and well, and had a fine crop.  
We learned by him that Jehoida and Robert were both in McBride’s Army but that Robert 
had been discharged on account of sickness.  He said also that McBride camped there by 
our house on Livingston (creek).  I am afraid they didn’t do your orchard and garden and 
young shotes much good.  I know what an army is, unless strict discipline is enforced.  
I intend this winter, if they will give any furloughs at all, to get one and go to see you all.  
If they give anybody a furlough, they will have to give me one, if they do justice, for 
mine has been due me since last winter, together with the bounty and transportation.  We 
have never been paid off since we crossed the river, except $48.00 at Memphis, which 
was soon spent for something to eat and wear.  I am satisfied that it is the fault of our 
Division Quartermaster, and I hate him bad enough to wish a hundred times that the 
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Yankees would get him and hang him.  I have been homesick very often when I would 
think of you all, but try to overcome it.  I think I am resigned to the will of God, and if it 
is His will that I never shall see your faces again, I can endure it like a man.  Still, it 
would be a matter of great joy to me to get back home in peace once more.  You must 
write to us if you ever have the least chance.  I have written to you often, and so has Asa, 
but we have never got a word from you, and none of our letters may have reached you.  I 
hope we will have peace next year.  We hear good news from the northwest already.  
Ohio and Indianna have elected a majority of democratic members to Congress so had 
Pennsylvania.  I had rather hear this than to hear of a great battle gained by us.  I must 
close.  My love I send to all of you, one by one.  
Your affectionate son, 

Ambrose Jeffery 

After completing a census search of Loudon, Tennessee of the 1860 census, we 
discovered that the “ONLY” Mason Family living in Loudon was that of Thomas 
Jefferson Mason. Ambrose Jeffery knew this man as the “Nephew of old Grandmother 
Jeffery.” So we researched to discover that Thomas Jefferson Mason was a son of Daniel 
Mason and his French Hugonaut wife, Mamie Mary “Polly” Brashear. 

 

                             
 
                                         Thomas Jefferson Mason5 

                                                
5 This photograph (and their permission to post it here) is submitted to us by Bertie Dipietro and Helen 
Luke of Richland, Washington. The original of this portrait as claimed by Bertie and Helen, is in the 
possession of the T. J. Mason McQueen III Family of Loudon, Tennessee whose ancestors owned and lived 
at Mason Place (a bed and breakfast today) in Loudon.  
It has also been said that one of the Ambrose Jeffery letters is also in Mr. McQueen’s possession. Here is 
the transcript of a conversation I recently had with Bertie Dipeitro, “This information from Lucille 
McQueen which we have on tape, that Ambrose's daughter, Attie visited the McQueen’s and that she was 
definitely a relative. I realize the value of the original handwritten letters of Ambrose, but I think if 
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By what is written in this letter from 1862, Daniel Mason, of early Roane County 
Tennessee History was in fact the brother of Jane Mason. 

 
As we mentioned earlier, another source for discovering Jane Mason as the 

daughter of John IV and Jane (Parham) Mason was found in the Library of Virginia. This 
evidence was found in the Biographical Card Index written by Robert Bolling Batte. This 
evidence is posted below. 

 

                                                                                                                                            
someone somewhere is in possession of them, they would not give them up because of the monetary value 
of those civil war kinds of documents.  If you have a copy of the "love letter" from Ambrose  to Mary, it 
has a very interesting postscript which I just now pulled out and reread, saying that Attie's visit to Mason 
Place was in l954. Then a foot note - this told us by Lucille McQueen- written by Ed McQueen, Lucille's 
son, saying "I have the original letter, but not her answer” (Lucille McQueen passed away the following 
year after Bertie and Helen’s visit to Loudon). 
 In the late 1980’s Mr. and Mrs. Dipeitro, along with Helen Luke, made a trip to Louden and was invited 
into the Lucille McQueen home and tape recorded their conversation with Lucille. Also as mentioned 
above, Lucille mentioned Attie’s visit and remarks that she was definatly related to them. The Ambrose 
Jeffery letters, as priceless as they are for their being written during the Civil War Era alone, are also 
priceless in the fact that they are the “ONLY” documents left in existence of Jane Mason’s connection to 
her birth family and for THIS reason alone they need to be housed in a library so they won’t be subject to 
the natural decay process caused by our normal air which in time, creates the process of decay of old paper. 
At least in a library they will be house in an environmentally controlled space so the natural process of 
decay doesn’t have any more adverse effect on the paper Ambrose Jeffery’s words were written on. To 
house these letters in a Library would be saving one of the only links that we family descendants have 
today of the early history of Old Grandmother Jeffery; Jane Mason. It is our hope that Mr. McQueen finds 
it in his heart to help us all save this crucial connection to the early history of Jane Mason for as long as it 
can be saved. With this evidence we may be able to have a real Birth Certificate made for Jane Mason of 
Sussex County, Virginia of 1769. This is Important and we just do not wish to loose Grandmother Jane any 
more than we already have. If there is anyone who has the originals of these letters, PLEASE, take them 
and house them in a Library where they will be protected against the Natural forces of age and decay and 
let the family know where the are so we can have a birth certificate made for Jane.   
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This card is the first reference of Jane. If you would take notice, this and the next 

card in Batte’s series of two cards, Item “B:” above on the card, is the reference to Jane’s 
baptismal date of 4 April 1774. We know it is her baptismal because the very next card in 
Robert Batte’s index as shown below names her God Parents as the Rev. William Wylie 
and his wife Jacobina and John Mason IV’s sister, Rebecca. Jane’s actual birth year was 
given to us by J. J. Sams in his writings of her in the late 1880’s indicating that she was 
born in 1769 in Kingston, Virginia (Old Dominion). He, more than Likely, got this date 
from the lips of Jane Mason herself during his own life of knowing her first hand. 
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This 2nd R. Bolling Batte card of Jane Mason also states that she was refered to 

“Eliza Jane.” In Jane Parham’s Will however; this was kind of a nickname because Jane’s 
sister was named Elizabeth Mason and there was another daughter of her father’s, John 
IV Mason and his first wife, Elizabeth Mary Gee, Jane Mason’s stepsister, who was also 
given the name of Elizabeth Mason. Then to complicate children’s names a bit more, 
Jane Parham also had a child with her first husband William Thweatte who she had also 
named Jane Thweatte. This child went to live with Jane Parham’s mother and is 
mentioned in her mother’s Will. We think “Our” Jane Mason is being mentioned as Eliza 
Jane in Jane Parham’s Will is a short reference and her stepsister and her younger sister 
were both called Elizabeth around their home. Confused enough? Everyone wanted a 
daughter named Elizabeth but Jane Parham liked the name “Jane” as well and if you take 
the time to really look you will notice that, there is no other place in this Mason Family 
line were the “Jane” naming convention exists. Only from the descendants of Jane 
Parham did we find this and incidentally, in the Parham family genealogy also lists the 
naming convention of Daniel and Nathaniel not to mention the link to a man name of 
Achillies Jefferies who married Mary Mason, John IV Mason’s sister. Our Jane Mason’s 
card though, is shown above. 

 
 
 
 
These next cards, shown below by R. Bolling Batte are of Jane Mason’s Father. 
  

 John Mason IV (John III (Major), John II (Capt.), John I (Sir), was born 17 April 
1741 in Sussex County Virginia and died 12 September 1802. 
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He married 1. Elizabeth Mary Gee b. 24 July 1741, on 9 June 1760 in Sussex County 
Virginia. She was the daughter of James Gee and Boyce Scott and was born 24 July 
1741. 
 He married 2. Jane Parham b. 1740 d. 1803, the widow of William Thweatt, 27 
September 1764 in Southampton. She was the daughter of Ephraim Parham and his wife 
Rebecca (last maiden name unknown to us).   
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 1 John Mason IV 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 2, John Mason IV 
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 ((Note: in order to separate all of the John Mason’s in this line of the Mason 
Family “We” (Pat and I) numbered them as John I (Sir John Mason of England), John II 
(Capt. John Mason of Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina), John III (Major John Mason 
son of Capt. John) and John IV (son of Major John Mason III) and so on but our John 
Mason IV is actually referenced in other places of previous research by other researchers 
as John Mason, Jr.)). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The other “known” Children of John Mason IV and Jane Parham that we have 
reliable record of are: 
 
1. Elizabeth Mason b. 20 May 1772 d. 1819 and married Benjamin Wyche, 18 July 1788 
in Sussex County Virginia. (Jane Mason’s younger sister) 
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R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 1, Elizabeth Mason. 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 2, Elizabeth Mason 
 
 
 
 
And 2. John Raines Mason, b. 24 April 1770 d. Dec 1826. 
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R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index, Card 1, John Raines Mason 
 

 
 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index Card 2, John Raines Mason. 
 
 
 Through the lives of these 3 three children, researchers may find continued 
evidence of other children born to John Mason IV and Jane Parham. We know and can 
prove, for instance, that Daniel Mason of early Roane County Tennessee history was the 
known brother of Jane Mason as indicated in the Civil War letters of Ambrose Jeffery to 
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his father Miles Jeffery. Ambrose Jeffery was the great grandson of Jane Mason and 
wrote one of his later letters home to his parents from the home of Thomas Jefferson 
Mason’s, Mason Place (the son of Daniel Mason and Mamie “Polly” Brashear) in 
Loudon, Tennessee. 
 
 Note: The following is a second letter written from Loudon, Tennessee in 1865 also 
to Miles Jeffery. Mary Mason, T. J. Mason’s daughter, was living in Loudon in 1865 and 
Ambrose struck up quite a loving relationship with her we are told and several Love 
Letters had passed between them after Ambrose went back to Arkansas. 
 
Loudon, Tennessee April 7, 1865  
Mr. Miles Jeffery, 
 
Dear Father, 
After a long silence, I have concluded to write you, though I have very little hope of this 
reaching you. But wanting to hear from you all so much, I thought I would make the 
effort. You can have no idea of the mental anxiety, the anguish of soul I have suffered on 
your account, since I was so suddenly and unexpectedly torn from you, without the 
privilege of even bidding you all farewell. It has not lessened since my release from 
prison, for I am now fully convinced that the Confederacy is doomed, and I have seen 
enough of the doings of the party now coming into power to know that very few who 
have taken an active part in the Rebellion, will escape the vengeance of unscrupulous 
men, and the confiscation of what property they may have left from the ravages of the 
war. The last news I ever heard from you was last June, at Helena, as we passed up the 
river on our way to Rock Island Prison, where I saw Wm. Aiken, he standing on the shore 
and I on top of the boat. He told me that he had heard from you about three weeks before 
that time and that you were all well. I heard from you frequently while at Little Rock 
from kinsmen brought in from our country, and I was much gratified to hear that you 
were all still in good health, or even living. O, how much peace it would give my soul, to 
hear now that you were all still in good health, or even living, and the possession of 
enough substance to live in comparative comfort. My confinement in prison went very 
hard with me. My health got very bad while at Little Rock, and when we started north we 
were put on the top of the boat in the hot sun, and kept there without any protection from 
its burning rays until we got to St. Louis, and being in a weak state of health and 
debilitated condition, I came very near dying. I cannot look back upon that voyage up the 
Mississippi without a feeling of horror. When I arrived at Rock Island I was scarcely able 
to walk, and my friends told me afterwards that they never expected me to live. I did not 
care so much for dying as I dreaded the idea of dying so far from home and among 
strangers and having my body thrown into a ditch with thousands of other unfortunates, 
without any mark over the place where I lay. I knew this would be torture to your hearts, 
and taking into consideration the fact that I could do no good to myself, friends or 
country by languishing and very probably dying in prison, I thought it would be better for 
me to take the amnesty oath and get out of prison, save my life, and thus, in all 
probability, be of some use to friends in the future. I had been corresponding while at 
Little Rock with our relations here, the Mason family, and have received kind and 
cheering words of sympathy from them, and when I got to Rock Island, I wrote to them 
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to assist me in getting out and to assist me pecuniarily, which they did, and I firmly 
believe that without their kind aid and cheering words of encouragement and hope, I 
would now be mouldering in that ditch, amid the waters of the upper Mississippi. I was 
released the last day of October last, and they sent me the means to carry me to their 
house, where I have been for two months, receiving as kind treatment from them as I ever 
received at home. O, how dearly I love them. I feel I owe them a debt of gratitude, which 
I never can sufficiently repay. I would have gone home when I got out of prison, but I 
thought that having taken the oath, bad men would take advantage of that fact and 
persecute me and I would have to lay out from home and thus be of no benefit to you. I 
thought it would be best for me to stay within the Federal lines until the war was over, 
where I probably engage..…” 
 
The remainder of this letter is lost. 
 
 
 
 We think we have reasonable proof as well to a family relationship with Nathaniel 
Mason, also of early Roane County Tennessee History. We do “Not” believe at this time 
that the so-called “Probable” Brother to Daniel Mason by Snyder Roberts in his writings 
of these two Mason’s, is the same Nathaniel C. Mason who is mentioned on the second 
R. Bolling Batte card of John Raines Mason. This Nathaniel C. had married a woman by 
the name of Catherine who is mentioned in the will of John Raines Mason. Our Nathaniel 
was supposed to have married a woman named Phoebe Brashears in Knox County, 
Tennessee in 1801. Nathaniel’s Phoebe Brashear wife was NOT the Daughter of Robert 
Samuel Brashear as many historians seem to believe these days. Nathaniel’s wife was a 
daughter of another Brashear Family male; either Basil, ZaZa another Brother to Robert 
Samuel Brashear. 
 
 Nathaniel C. Mason, the son of John Raines Mason was a man who was held in 
very low esteem by his father, John Raines Mason and took off to live in the “Western 
Country”. He had married a woman named Catherine who is also mentioned in the Will 
of John Raines Mason that was Probated 4 Jan. 1827. 
 
 This man, Nathaniel C. Mason, “May” prove out, in the end, to be the Nathaniel 
Mason that is mentioned in the early history of Roane County Tennessee. He is a good 
candidate, however; there is no evidence to support that belief that we were able to 
discover. We are tending to agree, for the time being, with Snyder Roberts about the 
Nathaniel Mason he mentions in his early History of Roane County and are still working 
under His thought that Nathaniel Mason and Daniel Mason were “brothers” and did not 
share in an Uncle Daniel to “nephew” Nathaniel relationship as would be the case if 
Nathaniel was the son of John Raines Mason. So, there is still the potential that “Our” 
Nathaniel is a son of John IV Mason and Jane Parham as well. Think about it. John 
Raines Mason named one of his sons “Nathaniel” and for some reason that name was in 
his mind. Similarly, Daniel Mason and his second wife Martha “Patsy” Hicks named one 
of their own children, Nathaniel Mason and another, Daniel Marion Mason. Daniel 
Mason’s sister, Jane (Mason) Jeffery (as well as her first-born son, Jehoiada Jeffery) 
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named one each of their own children, Daniel Mason Jeffery. We don’t see any names of 
Nathaniel Mason here but one of the grand daughters of Jane Mason, Lavina Culp, 
married a man by the name of Samuel Mason, which might turn out to be the son of 
“Our” Nathaniel Mason of early Roane County Tennessee History with Daniel Mason. 
We are still in the process of researching this. Some people believe this Samuel Mason 
was a son of Daniel Mason. This is NOT correct. Samuel “Elton” Mason was descended 
from Nathaniel Mason along with 2 known sisters who also lived their own lives in 
Arkansas. 
 
 So how does the Jane Mason, mentioned in the R. Bolling Batte Biographical 
Card Index and the Jane Mason of the Missouri Territory of 1816 tie in together? How or 
why do we believe these two Jane Mason’s are the one and the same?  Well, what we 
have also discovered during the period of our research (and any other researcher will 
discover as well) is that there is a more than consistent reference to the Jefferies / Jeffery 
family of Virginia in the John IV Mason / Jane Parham Family history, as well as the 
Jane Mason who pioneered her way with her husband James Jeffery to the Missouri 
Territory, arriving there in 1816. Researchers “will” find (if you continue the Jane Mason 
research) that a man named Achillies Jefferies had married into the John III Mason 
Family by marrying a woman named Mary Mason, a daughter of Major John Mason III 
and sister to John IV Mason. You will also discover, by looking into the Parham Family 
history, the name of Jefferies who were from Virginia. The Jeffery Family itself is the 
link to Jane Mason’s past, as it should be. Researchers will also find an excellent 
reference to a man named John Jefferies by studying the Pegram Family History (not 
misspelled Parham) of Virginia, which is an excellent family genealogy to read anyway 
for Scott Family ties and relationships.  
 

 Pat Sprout and I have been conducting this research with the thought that 
folks who read about our work, would like to research it out on their own and would thus 
be able to come to the very same conclusions that we have, in their own intelligence and 
minds. Afterall, this, we feel, is the stimulus of family research: the hunt, the research 
capability that all family researchers and historians are trying to hone into skill. 

 
Jane Mason’s Great Uncle was Soldier and Statesman, Colonel David Mason of 

Sussex County, Virginia and her Great Aunt was Mary (Epps) Mason who we believe is 
descended from Thomas Epps and his wife Elizabeth Poythress who descends from 
Pocahontas and John Rolfe of the very early history of Jamestown and England’s new 
Virginia Colony. 

 
There are 3 Epps Family plantations south of Richmond, Virginia all of which 

still exist today. The original Epps family dwelling was Appomattox Manor (used by 
Gen. Grant during the Civil War) and is surrounded on 3 sides by the Appomattox River. 

 
Then there is Weston Manor that is a few miles further to the southeast and also 

along the Appomattox River. 
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The third Epps Family Plantation Estate built and completed in 1770 was 
Eppington. Eppington was a favorite plantation haunt, because of its lush gardens and 
close locale to Richmond, of President Thomas Jefferson. Mr. Jefferson had spent many a 
day here during and after his term as president to our new nation. I would imagine that 
his hands also got “into the soil” of the many flower gardens planted here. 
  
 An interesting side note to the Ambrose Jeffery letter is that, also living in the 
Cumberland Gap in 1862 was a woman named Mary Williamson and her husband Person 
Williamson. Mary (Mason) Williamson was the daughter of Mary Mason (b.1764) who 
was a daughter of Col. David Mason and Mary Epps and would have been one of Old 
Grandmother Jeffery’s cousins 
 
 
 

        Colonel David Mason      
        Soldier and Statesman 
              (1731-1792) 

           Of 

       Sussex County, Virginia 
 

Col. David Mason, the Great Uncle and neighbor of Jane Mason in her youth, was 
a complex individual and has actually taken us much longer to discover and chronicle his 
life than it did Jane Mason’s. No one, as far as we can tell, has never taken the 
opportunity or the time to assemble all of the bits and pieces of documented information 
about this man that are scattered in various Libraries from Alexandria, Williamsburg and 
Richmond back to Sussex County, Virginia to their Plantation home “Shell Bank” in 
Sussex County (near Kingston (Allenton), Virginia) where he and his family lived, into a 
single Biography. So we are going to include a biography of the fascinating person in this 
document. We have NOT assembled “all” there is to learn about this man but we did a 
pretty fair study of his life. We could have written a complete volume about this man’s 
Family such as it was but with the constraints of how many pages a Biography could 
entail, if it is to be posted to the web, we have had to leave out some of the finer details of 
this man’s history. Instead, we will find our solice in being able to point out some of the 
sources of information that would serve as a direction for anyone else’s study into this 
man’s life. 

 
Our sources of information into his life are just as scattered, as there are many of 

them but the most reliable sources of information about him, that we have researched, for 
this document, came from The Surry and Sussex County Register written by the 
Reverend William Willie, The Surry and Sussex County Vestry Book also by the 
Reverend William Willie and The Biographical Card Index by R. Bolling Batte. The 
Card Index by Robert Bolling Batte is currently housed in the Library of Virginia along 
with an index of the properties Col. David Mason and his family owned. This Index can 
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also be downloaded free of charge from the Library of Virginia website. It took us short 
while to do so. The Letters of his correspondences back and forth with General George 
Washington during the Revolutionary War years, of which there were at least 8, are being 
housed at the Library of Congress and can be read “On-Line” in the “American 
Memories” pages. They will also be part of a new book series called The Washington 
Papers and Diaries Collection as footnoted on page 4 of this document. These letters are 
currently being transcribed and included in a 40 volume set of books titled “The 
Washington Papers” by the University of Virginia’s Department of History (someone is 
getting an excellent tenure). The last I checked they were only on Volume 23, I think; if 
my memory serves me well and they have been working on this set for the last 15 years. 
There is also ancillary mention and documentation of Col. David Mason in Godspeeds 
and through HeritageQuest On-Line, which is an on-line Library of sorts that your local 
Library may have access to that the reader (with the help of their Library card number) 
can access to find various other books about parts of his life and the people he knew and 
the lives of his sons and daughters. There are also quite a few articles placed by Col. 
David Mason and his brothers in the Virginia Gazette that the reader can find access to by 
contacting , “On-Line” the historic City of Williamsburg, Virginia website. You will see 
some of these articles later on in this document. 

 
Now, with all of that said, I have one other very important Author’s Note to 

include. Readers of this document and researchers of this Mason Family line need to be 
aware that there were Two (2) Colonel David Mason’s. General George Washington, 
during the Revolutionary War years, wrote to both of these men and both of these men 
wrote to General Washington. It is a fact that George Washington has been, ever since 
the Revolutionary War, the commonality between the two Colonels and The Library of 
Congress, as good and as professional as they are, do not seem to readily be able to tell 
the difference between the two men even though they have different dates of birth, death 
and different wives. If you go to the Library of Congress in person and ask to see the 
Letters of George Washington, “to or from” “Our” Colonel David Mason you need to 
specify Colonel David Mason “of Sussex County, Virginia” because at the library, they 
house “All” of the Col. David Mason letters to General Washington in a single collection. 
As I was told, they don’t have anyway to differentiate between the two because their 
names and Military titles are identical. This, however, is not entirely an accurate 
statement on their part. The other David Mason who was born in Salem, Massachusetts, 
whose family is credited with the founding of New Hampshire and has allot of Records in 
the State Archives in the Great State of Massachusetts, only attained the Military rank of 
“Lieutenant” Colonel. He was in command of the Springfield Armory in Massachusetts 
close to Boston before he was court-martialed during his command of the Armory in 
1781 by General Knox for his and 2 of his fellow Junior officers taking food stores from 
the commissary and using them at home while the soldiers under his command went 
hungry. He and his 2 junior officers were court-martialed in 1781 after the Massachusetts 
Company (who were supplying the stores) wrote a letter to General Washington stating 
their grievance. If General Washington wasn’t going to do anything about this episode, 
the Massachusetts Company said that they would be in touch with the Governor of 
Massachusetts and would write a letter to the new Congress of the United States 
demanding action be taken. So, the year after the Courtmartial in 1781, Lt. Col. Mason 
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left his post as the Armory Commandant in 1782 and he passed away in his home in 1793 
or 4. If you care to have “Our” (Full Colonel) David Mason’s letters to General George 
Washington and Washington’s letters back to him, please see the Footnote at the end of 
page 4 in this document. You can download these letters to your computer from the 
Library of Congress for free. 

 
Col. David Mason was born in 1731, the 10th child of his father Capt. John Mason 

(1693 – 1755) of Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina Province and his wife Elizabeth 
Macon (1698 – 1763). Hmmm, this would be a good place to put a small Genealogical 
Chart. 

 
Descendants of Sir John Mason 

 
Generation No. 1 

 
1.  SIR JOHN1 MASON was born 1640 in England, and died Bet. Jan 1713/14 in Pasquotank Precinct, North 
Carolina Province. Little, if anything is known of Sir John’s wife. We did not look in England for her.  
 
Notes for SIR JOHN MASON: 
Sir John Mason of England, from the Army of King Charles I and two cousins, Sir Grey Skipwith, a Knight 
of the house of Skipwith and Sir Robert Peyton, a Knight of the House of Peyton, also soldiers in the King's 
Army, came to Virginia, in disguise, during the exodus of the Royals (1651-55) after the defeat of the King. 
They refused to live in England any longer under the rule of Cromwell who was a Great Grandson of 
Thomas Cromwell, the aid of King Henry VIII. 
 
Historical notes: 
1. Queen Elizabeth and her "Golden Age" died in 1598; some 50 years prior to the exodus of the Royals to 
The Virginia Colony, which was named in her Honor by Sir Walter Raleigh. She was known as the "Virgin 
Queen". 
2. 1666 was the year of the great London Fire which burnt the city of London to the ground. 
 
 
More about SIR JOHN MASON: 
Burial: Albemarle Parish, Surry County, Virginia2 
  
Child of SIR JOHN MASON is: 
2. i. JOHN (CAPT.)2 MASON, b. 1693, Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina Province; d. 05 Sep 1755, 

Albemarle Parish, Surry County, Virginia. 
 

Generation No. 2 
 

2.  CAPT. JOHN (CAPT.)2 MASON (JOHN1) was born 1693 in Pasquotank Precinct, North Carolina Province, 
and died 05 Sep 1755 in Albemarle Parish, Surry County, Virginia.  He married ELIZABETH  MACON 1714 
in Sussex County, Virginia, daughter of GIDEON MACON and MARTHA WOODWARD.  She was born 1698 in 
Williamsburg, New Kent, Virginia, and died 21 Aug 1763 in Surry County, Virginia3. 
 
Notes for CAPT. JOHN (CAPT.) MASON: 
Captain John Mason, Gentleman of Surry County, Virginia and his wife Elizabeth first appear in Surry 
County, Virginia in 1714 when he was the plaintiff in a suit and must have been of age. 
His Last Will and Testament was registered in Albemarle Parish Records dated Sept. 5, 1755 and his estate 
was appraised at L830 in September of 1755. 
The Surry County, Va. Register of Albemarle Parish records the death of Capt. John Mason, Gentleman, 
September 5, 1755. 
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The death of his wife Elizabeth Macon is recorded in the same register; August 21, 1763. 
In 1739 John Mason patented 388 acres on both side of Bears Fork of Mason's Creek, Lunenburg, Virginia. 
In 1739 also secured a Grant for 545 acres on both sides of Mason Creek, Lunenburg, Virginia. 
  
Children of JOHN MASON and ELIZABETH  MACON are: 
 i. THOMAS3 MASON, b. Surry County, Virginia. 
3. ii. JOHN (MAJOR) MASON, b. 01 Nov 1717, Surry County, Virginia; d. 1785, Sussex County, Virginia. 

Jane Mason descends from this John Mason III. 
4. iii. JAMES (MAJOR) MASON, b. 1718, Surry County, Virginia; d. 1752, Sussex County, Virginia. 
 iv. JOSEPH MASON, b. 1719, Surry County, Virginia; d. 1749, Sussex County, Virginia; m. PHOEBE 

SHANDS, 1740, Virginia. 
 v. MARY MASON, b. 1720, Sussex County, Virginia; m. WILLIAM  DANCY. 
5. vi. CHRISTOPHER MASON, b. 1724, Sussex County, Virginia; d. 1778, Brunswick County, Virginia. 
 vii. ANN MASON, b. 1726, Sussex County, Virginia; m. JOHN GILLIAM . 
6. viii. DANIEL  MASON, b. 1727, Surry County, Virginia; d. 1798, Dinwiddie County, Virginia. 
 ix. ISAAC MASON, b. 1730, Sussex County, Virginia; m. ANN PETWAY. 
7. x. DAVID  (COL.) MASON, b. 16 March 1731, Surry County, Virginia; d. 9 Feb 1792, Sussex County, 

Virginia6. 
xi.     CHARLES MASON, b. 1734, Sussex County, Virginia; m. MARY BURCH.      
 
The following are some additional notes found in early Virginia Parish records. 

Here within these notes the reader actually sees the Name of “Ragsdale” for the first time 
in early Virginia History. This Ragsdale Family, like the James and Jane (Mason) Jeffery 
Family did in 1816, will also find their way to the Missouri Territory by 1816. The 
descendants name will be Brittian Ragsdale who was a very close friend to Ol’ Jim 
Jeffery’s brother, Jeremiah in early 1800’s Anderson County history in Eastern 
Tennessee. We have found Brittian Ragsdale and Jeremiah Jeffery in the Anderson 
County Court records of 1804. They were both consistent Jurors for the court. This man, 
Brittian Ragsdale, is whom we suspect, is the first husband of Ol’ Jim’s and Jane 
Mason’s daughter, Eda Jeffery in 1816 before she married John Milligan II from 
Triadelphia, West Virginia in 1818. 

 
This would also be a good time to mention that Ol’ James Jeffery had known the 

man listed in the Will of Col. David Mason as John Spencer. We have recovered a real 
estate sale document that this John Spencer had between himself and the Thomas Sugg 
Family of Anson County, North Carolina (Later moved to Missouri). Both James and his 
brother John Jeffery signed the document as witnesses to the transaction that took place 
in Anson County, North Carolina. The suggestion and possibility here is that Jane Mason 
had met James Jeffery through the Spencer family. John Spencer had married Mary, the 
daughter of Littleberry Mason, the son of Col. David Mason. Littleberry Mason was also 
one of Jane Mason’s older cousins. 
 
Notes: 
Virginia Deed Books 3 & 4, 1752-1757 
3:189. 23 Dec 1752. David Mason of Par. of Albemarle, Co. of Surry, to William Gee of 
L, for 35 pds, all that certain tract of 243a of land in L on N side of Bears Element Cr 

                                                
6 The Biographical Card Index of R. Bolling Batte, housed in the Library of Virginia, Manuscripts 
Division, Biographical Card Index, “Mason”, A-F. 
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which was patented to Mason on 15 Sep 1752 & bounded as per the patent. S/ David 
Mason. 
Wit: James Gee, Baxter Ragsdale, Mary Gee. r 6 Mar 1753 
 
Lunenburg. Co. Land Patents 1746-1916. 
Format: 
1. book, page no. This is the key by which ref. to a land patent are made in each index. 
Each index entry is ref. to book-page no. 
2. acreage.  
3. Date presumably that the land was granted. 
a. The given name & surname of the patentee. The patentee is the person to who the 
patent was issued. 
b. Location of land.  
c. Neighbors. Some patents do not list nbrs. Gees, who were listed as neighbors: 
 
35-235. 400a 7/7/1763 
a. David Mason. b. bs. W fk Stony Cr. c. Gee, Williams 
 
Book 10-11 (1764-1771) 
 
11:17. 31 Oct 1765. David Mason & Mary his wife of Sussex Co. to Alexander Rudder 
of Cumberland Par., Lunenburg…Wit. Included Navil (Neavel) Gee. R 14 May 1767. 
 
11:147. 12 May 1768. Wm. Hardy to Thomas Smith, John Ragsdale & Benjamin Gee a 
certain tract (30 pds.) on both sides of Crooked Cr. 440a bounded by 1. Benjamin Gee's 
part-Ragsdale, Winslow, new lines cross Crooked Cr. Containing about 190a 2. Thomas 
Smith's part Benjamin Gee's new line, Winslow, Ragsdale, the Cr, the old line, the new 
line, about 190a  3. John Ragsdale's part-the west side of Cr, a new line about 20a. 
No Wit. Mary wife of Wm. Hardy relinq. Dower. [no rec. date shown] 
 
11:224. 10 Nov 1768. Wm. Booker & Edith his wife to David Dearden 200a on S side 
Crooked Cr, bounded by Samuel Haggard at the mouth of the teep br, Van Dyck, 
Harrad's Mill Path, the line betw. Esler & Booker. Wit: Henry Gee, Nathaniel Wyche & 
Wm. Blunt, Gent. Of Sussex Co. 
 
Greeting. David Mason, by his deed of 11 Oct 1765 sold to Alexander Rudder 880a of 
land. Mary the wife of sd David Mason cannot travel. To go to Mary to rec. her ack., 
Mary relinq. her right of dower. S 23 Jan 1769 Henry Gee, Wm. Blunt. R 13 Jul 1769. 
 
Authors Note: (Col.) David Mason had sold this 880 acre parcel of land to Alexander 
Rudder but in order to close the deal he had to have his wife, Mary Epps, relinquish her 
right of Dower. This must mean that this piece of real estate was given to her from her 
Epps Family. 
 
On Jan. 23, 1769, Henry Gee and Wm. Blunt were sent to receive Mary (Epps) Mason’s 
Acknowledgement that she agreed to this sale. At the time, Mary could not travel as she 
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was pregnant with one of her and David’s children. After Henry Gee and Wm. Blunt 
received her acknowledgement of this sale, they went back to the courthouse in Sussex 
County and had the sale registered on 13 July 1769. (This was the year of Jane Mason’s 
Birth according to J. J. Sams.) 
 
 
39-86. 615a 8/27/1770 
a. Richard Claiborne. b. brs Stony Cr. c. Mason, Jarrett, Gee 
 
From DAR descendant Elizabeth McKelvy Peck No. 250576: 
 
June 14, 1776 
Warrant issued to; David Mason Esquire, for the use of sundry persons, twenty one 
pounds - 15 Schillings and four pense, for blankets, rugs and pots, furnished the 
companies ordered from Sussex County to North Carolina. 
 
Another Warrant for 20 pounds on account to purchase provisions for said companies. 
 
Feb. 7, 1776 to Capt. Mason for 72 Pounds for recruiting services in Sussex County, 
Virginia. 
 
June 28, 1776 for 51 pounds, 16 schillings and two pense half penny provisions furnished 
for Minutemen raised in Sussex County. Pages 49 and 50 Sussex County History 
published in 1946. 
 
VIRGINIA SOLDIERS of 1776: page 1198-1201 
Col. David Mason in regard to his son Littleberry Mason's Family. 
 
(Note: Littleberry Mason was the heir of the majority of his father's, Col. David Mason's 
substantial estate after David’s death. After Littleberry Mason died the distribution of the 
original estate of Col. David Mason was willed to Littleberry's Heir’s, children and their 
families as follows.) 
 
David Mason was a Colonel and Commanded the 15th Virginia Continental Line. His 
heir’s received a land bounty as follows; 
 
Issued 20 June 1851 to William Mason and Louisa Gregg, Warrant #9297. 
To Mary Ann Neves, Warrant #9298 
To Eliza T. Johnson, Warrant #9299. 
To Sarah Mason, Robert H. and L. W. Mason, Warrant #9300; 
All heirs of Col. David Mason, Recorded in book 3, P.536, Va. Land Office. 
These Warrants were cancelled on 8 July 1857; see Warrants 9305-9306 inclusive. 
 
From a memorandum, Mary, the wife of John Spencer, dec'd daughter of Littleberry 
Mason, entitled to 172 acres. Her heirs were three children vis Thomas, Rebecca, the wife 
of Thomas Gibbon, Richard Spencer are entitled to 172 acres Jointly. 
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Nathaniel Mason, son of Littleberry, entitled to 172 acres. 
 
Albert G. Neves, one of the heirs of Col. David Mason an officer in the Revolutionary 
War, appointed James Johnson, Attorney, 11 June 1851. Acknowledged before Saml 
Drewy, Justice of the Peace of Southampton County, Virginia. 
 
Martha Mason and L. W. Mason appointed the same atty, acknowledged before James 
W. Rodgers, Justice of the Peace of Sussex County, Virginia. 
Note: The heirs of William Mason were: William Mason, Louisa Griggs and Mary Ann 
Mason. 
The Heirs of Henry Mason were Sarah, Robert N. and L. W. Mason. 
Eliza Johnson was formerly Eliza Mason. 
William A. Mason, one of the heirs of Col. David Mason appointed James Johnson his 
atty; 17May 1851. 
 
Acknowledged before William A. Moss, Justice of the Peace of Greenville County, 
Virginia Certified by Jose. Turner, Clerk. 
Warrant #9298 for Mary Ann Neves, one of the heirs of Col. David Mason. 
Warrant #9299 for Eliza T. Johnson formerly Eliza T. Mason, one of the heirs of Col. 
David Mason in the Revolutionary War. 
Warrant #9300 for Sarah Mason, Robert H. and L. W. Mason, heirs at Law of David 
Mason. 
 
Abstract of the Will of Littleberry Mason. 
At a Court held for the County of Southampton, Virginia 19 Nov. 1832, a paper 
purporting to be the Last Will and Testament of Littleberry Mason, bearing the date 16 
July 1832 was produced for probate and it appearing to the court the lines 4-11, 24, 25, 
32 and 33, in the first page of the Will have been erased. Edward Butts, Thomas I. Harper 
and James Roschell were sworn (there being no subscribing witness to the Will) and 
these severally deposed that they are well acquainted with the handwriting of said 
Littleberry Mason and verily believe the body of the said writing as well as the signature 
thereto is the proper writing of Littleberry Mason. 
 
Note: the names erased or rather crossed off with pen I leave as they were originally but I 
enclose them in parenthesis. 
 
(To John M. Gurly if alive when I die, $5,000.00 dollars.) 
(I give to Littleberry Mason, son of Nathaniel Mason, $1,000.00 dollars.) 
To Stephen M. Jackson, $2,000.00 dollars. 
(To George Robinson, son of Peggy, daughter of Liddie, $5,000.00.) 
To Robert Goodwin if alive, to Rebecca Allen, Daughter of Amy Allen, five hundred 
dollars. 
Balance of my estate to my son Richard Mason if he arrives at the age of 25. 
If he dies before I give to John M. Gurly $5,000.00, (to Thomas Burgess $5,000.00, to 
Littleberry Mason, son of Nathaniel Mason $5,000.00.) 
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I give to my sister Frances Bass's children $1,000.00 dollars each except to Thomas Bass, 
her son, only one cent. 
To My sister Mary Jackson's children, Mary, Davy, Richard, Judith, Hartwell and 
Temperance, $1,000.00 each. 
To the lawful children of Frederick Long, $5,000.00 dollars to be equally divided. 
(to the children of John Pellim and Eliza, his wife; the first two $1,000.00 dollars each.) 
To Rebecca Williamson and Davy Williamson, Daughter and son of Richard, $1,000.00 
dollars each. 
To John G. Mason $5,000.00 for settling my estate. 
To Robert Goodwin $2,000.00. 
The balance, if any, to John M. Gurly and John G. Mason to be equally divided. I appoint 
John G. Mason and John M. Gurly my Extrs. and to act as guardian of my son Richard 
until he arrives at the age of 21. Signed and Sealed; 16 July 1826. 
 
 
16 July 1826. 
Received of the Register, Warrants 9193-9201 inclusive Issued 7 Mar 1849 to my 
children as devisees of Richard Mason who was devisee of Littleberry Mason, one of the 
heirs of Nathaniel Mason, dec'd signed J. G. Mason. 
 
Washington D. C. Feb 27 1849: 
to Stafford H. Parker, esq. My children are entitled to the same part of land bounty of Col 
David Mason and Capt. Nathaniel Mason, for their Revolutionary services. I send you 
copies of the wills of Littleberry and Richard Mason. Littleberry was brother to 
Nathaniel, and Richard was his only son. His wife died one year since without children; 
therefore his whole estate belongs to my children.  they are ten in number:  
Lewis C. Mason, John G. Mason, Elizabeth H. Mason, Frances A. Mason, Mary Ann 
Mason, Sarah O. Mason, Emily Mason, Susan H.  Mason, St. George Mason and Simeon 
Mason. 
 
Know all men by these presents that I, Ann P. Mason one of the heirs of Col. David 
Mason, an officer in the Rev. War appoint James Johnson as my atty. 18 June 1851. 
 
Appeared before James Evans, J. of P. Richmond, Virginia---Ann P. Mason and 
acknowledge the foregoing power of att. 19 June 1851. 
 
Martha E. Mason one of the heirs of Col David Mason appointed the same atty 10 June 
1851. Acknowledged before Benjamin E. Pope, J. of P. Southampton Co. Virginia June 
10 1851 Attest Littleton R. Edwards, Clerk. 
 
Greensville Co. Virginia John A. Pearson, being duly sworn made oath that he was well 
acquainted with the late Littleton Mason, dec'd. of the county of Northampton, North 
Carolina. and formerly of the county of Greenville, Virginia, that he was and is well 
acquainted with the family of the said Mason; that David W. Mason, Frances J. Harrison 
(formerly Mason), Martha Mason are lawful children of Littleton Mason and that there 
were four other children of Littleton Mason, who removed many years since to the 
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Western country, and whether they are living or dead, or whether or not they left 
children, the deponent knoweth not. Sworn to before Orris A. Browne J. Of  P. 
Certified as to Orris Browne and John A. Person, Joseph Turner, Clerk of Greenville, 
Virginia Court 14 June 1851. 
 
Frances J. Harrison one of the heirs of Col. David Mason appointed James Johnson as her 
atty. 14 May 1851. Acknowledged before William A. Moss, J. of P. Greenville Co. 12 
May 1851 
 
Attest. Jose. Turner, Clerk. 
David W. Mason one of the heirs of Col. David Mason appointed the same atty. ackn. 
before William A. Jones, J. of P., Southampton Co., Virginia, June 9 1851, attest, 
Littleton R. Edwards, Clerk of Southampton Co. court 16 June 1851 to David W. Mason, 
Ann P., Martha E. Mason and Frances J. Harrison children of Littleton Mason who was 
son and heir of Col David Mason. 
 

Both David Mason and Mary Epps were 18 years old when they were Married in 
Sussex County in 1751. A year later, Just before Christmas on the 23 Dec. 1752, David 
would sell his first piece of land To Wm. Gee. It was a parcel of 243 acres that was 
patented to him on 15 Sept. 1752. 

Mary Epps, The daughter of Thomas Epps and his wife Elizabeth Poythress, 
married into this Mason Family a fairly wealthy woman. She had considerable land 
holdings of near 900 acres herself that was her dower. Later, in 1765 she and David 
would sell this parcel and complete the sale in 1769 as noted above in the notes.  

In 1753, Mary would give birth to her and David’s first child who they named 
Littleberry. He was born in Sussex County in March of that year.  

1755 brought the birth of their second child. Thomas Mason was born in March of 
that year. Also this is the year of Capt. John Mason’s death. His death is reported in the 
Surrey County Va. Register of Albemarle Parish on Sept. 5, 1755. His wife, Elizabeth 
Macon, the daughter of Gideon Macon and Martha Woodward, was born in 
Williamsburg, New Kent, Virginia. Her death is also recorded in the Surry County 
Register on 21 August 1763. 

 
 

David Mason’s Political and Military Life: 
 
After the death of his father, David Mason, along with his brothers, Thomas, 

James, John, Joseph, Christopher, Daniel, Isaac and Charles, considering the vast land 
holdings their father had left them, stayed close to and participated with the Sussex 
County Vestry. 

 
The Vestry was a group of men who saw to the needs of the community. For 

instance if death’s had occurred in a family which left children orphaned, it was the 
Vestry who saw to it that those children would be sent to good homes so they would be 
raised well and the Vestry would allot specific amounts of money (in the form of Pounds 
of Tobacco) that would pay for their up-keep. Land Sales were also recorded in the 
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Vestry Register. In Fact, not much happened in the Community without the Vestry 
having good record of the event. With this in mind the Mason Brothers stayed close to it 
because not only did they live in Sussex County but together, they owned a considerable 
amount of the land in Sussex County.  

David Mason enjoyed being with this group of people but his ambitions ran a bit 
deeper and at the age of only 25 years old he ran for and was elected to, a seat in the 
House of Burgesses. He sat as a Burgess from Sussex County in Sept. 1758 and from 
there his political ambitions took off with a brilliant career in the House. His sessions as a 
Burgess from Sussex County are as follows: Sept. 1758, November 1758, Feb. 1759, 
March 1760, May 1760, Oct. 1760, March 1761, Nov. 1761, Jan. 1762, March 1762, 
Nov. 1762, May 1763, Jan 1764, Oct. 1764, May 1765, Nov. 1766, March 1767, March 
1768, May 1769 (the year of Jane Mason’s birth), Nov. 1769, May 1770, July 1771 Feb. 
1772, Mar. 1773, May 1774, and June of 1775. 

 
 He also sat in the Virginia Conventions of March 1775, 1776 and 17777. During 

the Convention of 1776, was when he was formally commissioned to the military rank of 
a “Full” Colonel and given the command of the 15th Virginia Regiment on November 12, 
1776. This date incidentally is the same date he commissioned his son David as a 1st 
Lieutenant who also served in the 15th in one of his companies of men. Littleberry Mason 
also a son of Col. David Mason, served as paymaster for the 15th  Regiment. 

 
So, here he sat, a Burgess from Sussex County and working with some of the 

foremost Revolutionaries of the day. He knew George Washington (who he would soon 
know much better) and he also knew Thomas Jefferson as Thomas Jefferson was a 
Burgess from Albemarle Parish and used to frequent the Epps Family Plantation home of 
Eppington located just south of Richmond. David Mason was 1 of 4 assigned Burgesses 
to the very committee that would present George Mason’s Virginia Bill of Right’s 
document to the House of Burgesses and even though their family lines were different in 
America, both Col. David Mason and George Mason of Gunston Hall knew who each 
other were. These Gentlemen are members of a “Short List” of the 80 Gentlemen that 
were members of the House of Burgesses. Finding a list of the House members is the list 
of names of those who knew Col. David Mason well. 

    
Sadly however, on the 31 of July in 1778, he would resign his commission as the 

Commander of the 15th due in part to some problems he had at home with his family. We 
will discuss this in a bit. Many things will happen to this man and his family while they 
lived in Williamsburg where the 15th Virginia Line was headquartered. 

 
It is further known however that after he resigned his commission, he went on to 

command a Volunteer or Militia Regiment in a southern army. This may have been a 
militia in Georgia. 

 
 

 

                                                
7 The Register of Ancestors, The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia 1979, Mrs. T. Spencer Williamson, Jr. Chairman  
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The Virginia Conventions: 
 
    The Virginia Conventions were 5 Political Meetings held by the members of 

the House of Burgesses. The first of which was organized after The Royal Governor Lord 
Dunmore dissolved the House of Burgesses in 1774. The Burgesses removed themselves 
to the Raleigh Tavern to continue their meeting. Here they declared their support for 
Massachusetts and called for a congress of all the colonies which became the Continental 
Congress. Operating as the first convention, on August 1, 1774, this body continued their 
meeting and elected representatives to the Second Virginia Convention. They had also 
resolved to ban commerce and payment of debts with Britain, and pledged supplies and 
support to Boston. 

 

The Second Virginia Convention: 

 This was David Mason’s 1st showing at the Conventions and what a showing it 
was. This Second Convention was held at St. John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia and 
started on March 20, 1775. At this Convention, it was Patrick Henry, on the 23rd of 
March, who proposed arming a Virginia Militia and that every Freeholder Virginian 
should arm themselves against any intruder to the peace of tranquility of the Colony. 

“Gentleman may cry Peace, Peace! But there is no peace. The War is actually begun! The 
next Gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms. 
Our brethren are already in the field, why stand we here Idle? What is it that gentlemen 
wish? What would they have? Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God. I know not what course others may 
take but as for me, give me Liberty or give me death.” 

Patrick Henry,         
March 23, 1775 

          

       Patrick Henry’s Treason by Peter F. Rothermel 
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 The third convention met in July 1775 after Lord Dunmore had fled the capital 
and taken refuge on a British warship. The convention created a Committee of Safety to 
take over governance in the absence of Dunmore. The convention also divided Virginia 
into 16 military districts and resolved to raise regular regiments in each. 

 The fourth convention denounced Dunmore and declared that Virginians were 
ready to defend themselves "against every species of despotism." 

 The fifth convention began May 6, 1776 and met in Williamsburg. This 
convention was attended by Col. Mason as well and By May 15, 1776, the convention 
declared Independence from Britain and instructed its delegates to the Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia to propose Independence. On June 7, Richard Henry Lee, one of 
four of Virginia’s delegates to Congress, carried out these instructions which paved the 
way for Our Declaration of Independence. Then on June 12, the convention adopted 
George Mason’s Document of The Virginia Bill of Rights which served as a model 
document for the United States Bill of Rights. On June 29th, the convention approved the 
first Constitution of Virginia. At this convention, Patrick Henry was chosen as the first 
Governor of the new Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 

 

This is an article posted in the Virginia Gazette dated May 10, 1776 
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David Mason was stirred by his first encounter with the 2nd Convention at St. 
John’s Church. What could he contribute to this cause as a Burgess from Sussex County? 
Well, we certainly know from the Records of the House of Burgesses that on 12 
November 1776, David Mason was commissioned the Military Rank of Colonel by the 
House of Burgesses and was also given Command of what he would make the 15th 
Virginia Regiment of Foot. He would serve directly under the command of General 
George Washington. The Virginia Gazette from Williamsburg, as shown above, calls him 
out as a Colonel in this article Dated April 12, 1776 and the one above it that was posted 
in their paper of May 10th, 1776 both of which show that David Mason was known as a 
“Colonel” prior to his being given Command of the 15th Virginia Line Regiment. With all 
due respect to his rank, this Honor bestowed upon him was somewhat typical of how 
Colonel’s during the Revolutionary War received their Military Rank. It was given to 
them by a Governing body of the Commonwealth indicating that they were members of 
that governing body given a task to fulfill for the general population, thus the moniker 
assigned to him personally was; “Col. David Mason, Soldier and Statesman”. 

The 15th Virginia Line Regiment would be headquartered in Williamsburg with 
the troops located in and around Alexandria. Col. David Mason moved his family to 
Williamsburg to live. The 15th was a fine Regiment though and all of the men who served 
their country in this Regiment did well and served with distinction from South Carolina 
to White Plaines. Col. Mason served most of his time as a recruitment officer with the 
15th and filled 5 companies with men. Lt. Col. James Innes ran the Regiment in the field. 

The Engagements of the 15th: 

 The 15th Virginia Regiment was raised on December 28, 1775 in Sussex and 
surrounding Counties south of the James River in Virginia for service with the 
Continental Army. The regiment would see action at the Battle of Brandywine, Battle of 
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Germantown, Battle of Monmouth and the Siege of Charleston. Most of the regiment was 
captured at Charlestown, South Carolina on May 12, 1780 by the British and the regiment 
was formally disbanded on November 15, 1783. 

As mentioned earlier in the beginning of this essay, George Washington was very 
suspicious of the Small Pox epidemic that was so virulent throughout the Revolutionary 
War years. In this letter to Col. David Mason, who spent much of his time recruiting new 
soldiers, Washington’s concerns are shown. This letter (presented below) was written on 
the 4th of April 1778 while Col. David was training his Regiment in Alexandria. 
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The reader here will also note in this particular letter on the last page, Specific 
reference is made to Mrs. Mason. While Col. Mason was in Alexandria training his 
regiment, he had written a letter to George Washington in March asking him if he could 
go home and attend to “His Lady” Mary (Epps) Mason who had complaints of the 
Rhumatic. This condition of Mary’s hit her with severe pain whenever she was carrying a 
child within her and would leave her bed ridden for the term of the pregnancy. Mary had 
given birth to William in 1776 after birthing 12 other children before him. She just 
couldn’t deal with the pains left in her body after William’s birth and we believe this is 
what eventually claimed her life. During this period when she was bed ridden, she had 5 
young children around the house that she couldn’t care for alone. Of course, her young 
daughters were helping as much as they knew how and this is how they would receive 
their Mid-Wife training at home. Their mother must have explained to them how to care 
for the young and both of these young girls were old enough to be with Mary for the 
births of William, Littleton and Henry Mason. I wouldn’t be half surprised to hear that 
Col. Mason sent one of his Military Doctors around every now and again to look in on 
her. This may have been a mistake on his part as far as the Wellness Directory of 
Minnesota tells us that when the doctors arrived they pretty much helped speed up a 
person’s lifecycle into death. 

  
Anyway, David Mason had asked George Washington to allow him to go to 

Williamsburg and look after his family while Mary was making her way through this 
difficult time. As you can see in the next letter, Washington Refused to give David the 
time he had requested and ordered Col. Mason to rejoin his command and help the Baron 
Von Stuben train his soldiers. In the following letter Washington would send to David 
Mason on May 16, 1778, he would ask for David’s resignation. 



 37 

     



 38 

    



 39 

Col. David Mason, realizing the difficulty of the situation he and Mary were 
facing with their family in Williamsburg lead him to resign his commission on 31 July 
1778. Being asked to resign his commission by His Excellency, General George 
Washington must have been difficult to take. This was only the first blow that lead Col. 
David Mason to think his fortunes were changing in the world. 

 
This Research Essay has not been able to place a date of death next to the name of 

Mary (Epps) Mason. However, we feel that it had occurred after 31 July 1778, the date of 
Washington’s last letter. We are inclined to believe that Mary Epps had passed only a few 
years after the birth of William. I will tell you why. 

 
You have to think of the life of Col. David Mason and where he was during this 

period of time. Of course we know that he was actively involved in Commanding the 15th 
Regiment for the Continental Army. On April 4, 1778 as noted above, he wrote a letter to 
George Washington asking him to be released for a period of time so he could go home 
and care for his wife. That very same week, Washington sent him a letter back telling him 
that he couldn’t allow David to leave Alexandria and go back to Williamsburg just to see 
after his wife. Washington said that if he allowed him to do so that every officer in the 
same circumstance would have to be released and that David had already had more than 
his share of time at home or close to home. He ordered David to go and take Command 
of his troops and help the Barron Von Stuben train his troops and instill in them the spirit 
of discipline for the 15th. 

 
After this letter David must have sent another to Washington asking again to see 

after his wife who was bed ridden and had 4 very young children at home that needed 
him to be there. Mary could do little to raise these kids if she were bed ridden the way she 
was in 1769. Even though William had been born in 1776, Mary was still suffering from 
enough pain to keep her in bed and off her feet. 

 
Well, Washington in his letter to David Mason dated April 19, 1778, again 

ordered David back to the 15th and if his situation at home prevented him from serving in 
the Army, that he would expect David to tender his resignation so the his Command 
could be filled by another officer. Then of Course, David realizing the situation he had at 
home did as Washington suggested and resigned his Commission on July 31, 1778. 

 
David did go home to Williamsburg to care for his Wife and family. So Mary 

must have passed sometime after July 31, 1778. I think the burden placed on her during 
William’s birth (or her Doctor’s administration of Healthfull Medicine) stayed with her 
and eventually took her life. 

 
Col. David Mason, after relinquishing his command to General Washington, went 

home to Williamsburg to a family in crisis. He too would suffer the loss of his “Lady” 
and after Mary’s death and the end of the Revolutionary War; David Mason would move 
his family back to Sussex County, Virginia. 
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In 1789, he would become a Vestryman of Sussex County and was eventually 
elected to a term as the Sheriff (Justice) of Sussex County. Then it is said that on 9 
February 1792, he had passed away and was survived by a very large family of 
descendants. 

 
During this families period of living in Williamsburg, I am sure that his 

daughters, young as they were at the time, learned allot about the care of very young 
babies and children, having to care for their younger brothers in their mother’s stead. We 
shouldn’t be half surprised to find out that David sent the Military doctors to his home in 
Williamsburg to look in on Mary and every time the doctors would pop in, the girls were 
right there to do as the doctor told them not only to care for the kids but to see after Mary 
who must have been in a terrible state. 

 
1789 is also the year that 20-year-old Jane Mason would be married to James 

Jeffery in Alexandria, Virginia as J. J. Sams Indicates. We didn’t find any Court or 
Vestry documentation of this event but we do have the story of J. J. Sams who knew from 
his grandmother that this is where she and James were married. Afterward they went to 
Rutherford County, N. C. where their first-born son, Jehoiada Jeffery was born a year 
later in 1790. 

 
J. J. Sams, the son of Lavina (Jeffery) (Sams) Culp, Jane Mason’s grandson, 

writes to us that the reason that Jane’s father, John Mason IV, didn’t want her to marry 
James Jeffery was because James couldn’t read or write, which is probably true to a 
certain extent but we tend to believe that he didn’t like the idea that his daughter would 
marry to an Englishman and into an English Family. After all of the years they had spent 
in the War and hearing others talk of hate to the English and the Crown, I think that John 
Mason learned to despise the English at every opportunity, especially after the Battles 
during the War that he must have heard about. To see his own daughter marry an 
Englishman was unthinkable and this is perhaps the reason why Jane Mason is not 
specifically found any longer in the Mason Family Records and by the time she was 
growing into her adult years, she and her husband were well on their way into the 
Western Lands, eventually Pioneering themselves to the Missouri Territory, arriving 
there in 1816. She may have been banished from the family for this treason of getting 
married to an Englishman. The only real record that exists of her is a single letter, written 
during the Civil War from her Great Grandson, Ambrose Jeffery to his father Miles, 
telling us all that Thomas Jefferson Mason of Loudon, Tennessee was Nephew to old 
Grandmother Jeffery. I wanted to write this story about the life of Jane Mason before all 
documentation of her is lost forever. We still have the R. Bolling Batte evidence in the 
Library of Virginia as well though. 

   
So, Jane Mason and her husband would leave this area of Plantation Society 

behind them and seek happiness elsewhere. Perhaps this is what they were looking for 
when they pioneered their way from Rutherford County, North Carolina to Fort 
Southwest Point in Kingston, Tennessee in 1798 and then later to the Missouri Territory. 
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Jane would quickly gain the reputation of being a country doctor of sorts. People 
use to seek her out from miles around when they were in need of a good doctor. 

 
 Then of course, as the Jeffery Family of Batesville, Arkansas knows all to well, 

Jane Mason stayed true to her calling all of her life and looked after anyone who needed 
her care; Indian, Slave and White Folk alike, people in this part of the Territory knew 
they could count on Jane’s ability to heal their sick and help them birth their young. 
Color, Race or Creed didn’t mater to Jane. She cared for everyone down to the last. 

 
Even her husband, James Jeffery couldn’t stop this amazing woman from keeping 

her away from her desire to come to the aid of a woman in birth. When Jane was called 
out that night in the rainstorm to help an Indian woman birth her child against the wishes 
of Ol James Jeffery, she knew that if she left the house that James would be angry enough 
to cast her from their home and family as he wanted them both to come to an 
understanding about who and when Jane could call on and help those in need. But she 
stayed true to herself and went to help this woman anyway. Some have said that Jane was 
stubborn and pigheaded but I simply have to disagree. She was only remaining true to her 
heart. A real mid-wife in every sense of the word; Jane would sacrifice everything in her 
life to defend and uphold her own beliefs for the benefit of those she cared for and 
nurtured back to health. It is a sad state to see that Ol Jim couldn’t see this in his wife 
after all the trails they had traveled together. He didn’t even want Jane buried in the 
Jeffery Family Cemetery at the end of her days. Instead, she was buried on a small piece 
of ground that was owned by her son Daniel Mason Jeffery that was far removed from 
the rest of the Jeffery graves that are so finely laid out in the Jeffery cemetery north of 
Batesville, Arkansas. 

 
Some years after Jane’s passing, which took place in 1853 in Izard County, 

Arkansas, it is said that some newborn children who had died during birth, were also 
buried next to Jane’s grave. These Children, reportedly born into the Hanks Family, 
couldn’t have been given a better resting place then being buried next to Jane Mason of 
Sussex County, Virginia. 

 
Jane Mason was and still is a Very Great Woman. 

 
        Thomas L. Milligan 
 
 
There are some very important people we need to Thank for their cooperation in the 
production research of this Essay. 
 

First of all, we would be amiss if we didn’t extend our sincere Thanks to the 
people of The Wellness Directory of Minnesota that gave us their permission to use a few 
paragraphs from their work, “The History of Medicine 1800 – 1850” and “The History of 
Medicine: The Revolutionary War”. The history that they have posted describing the uses 
of midwivery in the early years of American Medicine is truly an excellent work. Thank 
You all for your research. 
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We would like to extend our gratitude to the Library of Congress for posting the 

George Washington Papers Collection for we American’s to read and use at our Leisure 
for research and study. Everyone in our country knows what a fine institution your 
Library is and the good work everyone in the Library does to keep us American’s up to 
date with our National Past. Thank You. 
 

In the same vein, I would also like to extend my Thanks and gratitude to the 
Library of Virginia. It was very nice to find such valuable information of Colonel David 
Mason’s Life posted on your own website for the Research and use of many who need 
this information for educational study. It was wonderful to discover and be able to use the 
R. Bolling Batte Biographical Card Index. For this Family, the Index is a Treasure; 
Thank You. 

 
I want to extend a special Thank You to Jimmy Blankenship of the United States 

National Park Service who was instrumental in explaining some of the details of 
Appomattox Manor and the early history of this Epps Family Plantation Home. He also 
helped us understand about the Epps Plantation Home of “Eppington” which was the 
Famous haunt of our President Thomas Jefferson. Thank You Jimmy for helping with our 
Study and Research. I’ll send a copy of this document for you to use at Eppington and to 
place into your Archive. Please distribute this Essay freely. 

 
We would also like to send our sincere Thanks to all of the County Courthouses 

in Southern Virginia for helping us retrieve records of this Mason Families Real Estate 
holdings in Virginia. There are actually too many of you to list everyone. If we were to 
list you all it would create a very lengthy list indeed. You know who you are. Humbly, 
We Thank You. 

 
We, of course would never leave out the good folks at the Colonial Village of 

Williamsburg for allowing us the use of the newspaper clippings of the Virginia Gazette 
during the Revolutionary War Period for this study and Essay. Thank You Everyone. 
 

I want to thank my research partner, Pat Sproat of Houston, Texas for the fine 
work she has contributed to this Essay. Her Genealogical and Historical Research is and 
always has been of excellent quality. Thank You Pat for your fine contributions. 

 
Finally, we want to send our Sincere Thanks to Bertie Dipietro and Helen Luke 

for their contributions to this research. Thank You for up-dating the where-abouts of the 
portrait of T. J. Mason and of one of Ambrose’s Letters and sharing this recent history 
with us. Save your tape recording or write it down for future generations. Thanks 

 
DISCLAIMER: 

This essay was researched and written for the sole use and purpose to study the 
Life Of Jane Mason Jeffery of the Early Mt. Olive Community north of Batesville, 
Arkansas, as well as her Ascendants and Descendants. It is offered free of charge to those 
who wish to continue in this direction of study and research of this dynamic Virginia 
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born woman and her early years of life and growth in Revolutionary America and into 
her later history as a mid-wife in the Missouri Territory beginning in 1816. This research 
is based on the Civil War Letters of Ambrose Jeffery as a link to her past and no “Birth 
Certificate” documentation other than the 1860 Census of her Nephew, Thomas Jefferson 
Mason of Loudon, Tennessee, was ever found linking her legally to the Col. David 
Mason Family. The Ambrose Jeffery Letter written in the Cumberland Gap of Tennessee 
in 1862 is the basis for what we feel is “Factual Evidence” by association to those who 
knew her the best during their own lifetimes in Early Arkansas and Civil War History. 
Once again, the evidence is such that we can not say any longer that Jane Mason did 
“Not” come from this family. 

 
Grand Mother Jane, we have written you well. Tlm 
 
Copyright applied for 2008 
 
Portions of the text within this book were re-written in August 2009.      


