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How John Milligan 1l Came to the Missouri / Arkansas
Territory in 1816
By
Pat (Milligan) Sproat & Thomas L. Milligan

How John Milligan 1l got to Reeds Creek (township) in kissouri Territory of
1816 actually starts with his mother and father’s eardyy@ Old Berkeley County,
Virginia and the relationships they had with their ne@stand friends alike.

The 20-year-old John Milligan sailed from his nativednel in 1771. He was
headed for the shores of the Pennsylvania Colony medy tik work off an indenture
that paid for his passage. After a stormy voyage, wHaimed his family bible, he
landed at the port of New Castle then being locateceirotver foot of the Pennsylvania
Colony. All he had left when he landed in New Castls te promise of American
opportunity, the will to start his new life in a neantl and the Irish brogue that filled his
words. He remained in New Castle for 2 years.

When he was 22 years old he set his sights westwaektoout and start building
a life for himself. This Journey into the Americandaoape culminated west of the
Potomac River with his arrival in 1773 at the Martinsburg afeald Berkley County in
Virginia. He was in the foothills of the Blueridge Mountand pressed on a bit further
to the Northwest of Martinsburg where we believe hetst to set up his own
homestead. He wasn'’t too far from Robinson’s Gap.

Isaac Robinson had already settled nearby on TomahawkwRuah was part of
his original 400-acre Fairfax Land Grant and his son, J&absmson would build his
own homestead just a short distance further up the Viatey his boyhood home. John
Milligan didn’t realize it yet but soon he would meeg fair daughter of James Robinson
and after his and the Nation’s coming history, fightindumerica’s Revolutionary War,
John Milligan would return to Martinsburg and marry SaRalvinson.

Initially, as mentioned above, we were researctiegravel route taken by John
Il to the Missouri Territory of 1816 and discovered thatrbigte took him, as a young
man, to the Daniel Culp homestead in Bourbon County, Keptwbere Tom Culp was
born. This event tied us into the obvious relationship $famah Robinson had with the
Chapline Family. The Chapline’s were another earhkBgrCounty family and Esther
Chapline would know Sarah Robinson in their youths togetheould be some years
later that Esther would marry Daniel Culp from Baltimand Sarah would marry John
Milligan in Berkeley County. In 1793 John Milligan and SaRagbinson would move
from Berkley County to the area that would soon beckmasvn as Triadelphia, West
Virginia. It was just to the southeast of the Whegbettlement of Virginia. The
Milligan’s would purchase a 100-acre farm on Peter’s Ranrjorth of Triadelphia.

There were two other early settlers to Berkley Countgikia that are important
to this story. The first is the Moses and Janetteqi@athapline Family. They had
owned a large acreage down in the Potomac River Vallew josle west of the River
which was also used as the Berkley County line. Justnoketyus valley to the west lay



the first elevation increases into the Blue Ridge ManataAmong his children were
Esther Chapline and her brother, Moses Caton Chagimette Caton was also from the
Baltimore area.

The second man of worthy note is Daniel Culp. He wagnaily born in
Annapolis, Maryland in 1740 and also migrated to the Martinséeg of Berkley
County. Later, at 30 years of age, he married Estheplibathe daughter of Moses and
Janette (Caton) Chapline. Esther’s brother, MosésrGahapline, during the same time
period, would marry a woman by the name of Mary Caldwie was the sister of John
Caldwell and Esther Chapline and Mary Caldwell would bexgood friends to each
other but both of these fine women would come to knowtSRaabinson, the daughter of
James Robinson. In fact, Sarah Robinson, Esther @eagid Mary Caldwell grew to
become great friends in the early days of their youtBarkeley County and grew to see
each other take their husbands. Sarah Robinson mareiduidhgish John Milligan | of
County Down, Ireland, Esther Chapline married Daniep@ilAnnapolis, Maryland and
Mary Caldwell married Esther’s brother, Moses Catbagline. Their friendships to
each other were quite close at an early age and tatardne neighbor to the other.

Since the discovery, that John and Sarah Milligaors 3ohn Il Milligan, went to
the Missouri Territory in 1816 and soon after became ehéron law to Thomas B.
Culp, the son of Daniel Culp and Esther Chapline in 18 @arehers have focused their
attention to the early years of Friendship betwedm Jibs Father and Mother to the Culp
Family in Berkeley County, (West Virginia) Virginia agilvas in the Triadelphia /
Wheeling areas of today’s West Virginia State.

John Milligan Il was born after the Milligan Famifyad moved to the Triadelphia
area in 1793. His year of birth is not definitly known diat occur between the years of
1795 and 1799. On “all” of his later Census documents, JoHigalll claimed his
birth year as 1799.

Triadelphia is where John Il Milligan would grow up. Thdligan Homestead
on Peter’'s Run was close to where the new “NationaldRwas being built that started
in Pennsylvania and would end at the Ohio River at Wheelitgn Bavould hear many
stories of travelers on the Old Pike. Many of theaeeters would find refuge for a night
or two at Lawson’s Tavern which was the first pernmaroeiilding built in Triadelphia.
For 2 bits, a traveler could find a good meal, maybeladnad plenty of grazing for the
Oxen or cattle that they may have had along. Many felks were looking to settle the
Ohio Territory just the other side of the River at \Mimgy, would use this “National
Road” to get to Wheeling. Then on the other side of trex they would find Zane’s
Trace which would take them all the way to Mayfield (Kecky today).



John 11 Milligan would learn many things from his fathdmonlater became a
ruling Elder at the Cumberland Presbyterian’s “Old StGharch” in EIm Grove, W.
Virginia.

The Old Stone Church in EIm Grove, W. Virginia whtre John and Sarah (Robinson) Milligan
family had attended regularly after 1793. John | Milligan becbme a ruling Elder of this church and this
is also where his son, John Milligan Il would gain his kieolge of the Old Presbyterian ways of Faith.
Later in 1823, John Il Milligan and his own wife, Eda (JgffdRagsdale would build the very first
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Old Lawrence County iMibsouri Territory west of the Mississippi
River as part of the Circuit of churches that John Camalzs commissioned to create.

By watching and seeing how John I Milligan would look forestimmigrants
from County Down, Ireland, so too would John Il Milligaecbme a good neighbor and
friend to other Pioneer families his parents knew and kiehbad met himself in the
Missouri Territory later on in his own life. As JohnIijan and Sarah Robinson knew
the Culp Family of Berkeley County W. Virginia, so toowid John Milligan Il know
the Tom Culp Family in the Missouri Territory in 1816. ddhdidn’t realize it yet in
1816 but he and Tom Culp were soon to be Brother’s in haweach would take their
wives from the James and Jane (Mason) Jeffery Farhrginia who also made the
Journey to the Missouri Territory in the early 1800’s.

Daniel and Esther (Chapline) Culp were close friendb®Milligan’s and knew
the Milligan Children well. John I Milligan knew the @hfamilies in the Triadelphia
area that also came from County Down. After alldiiefind the Faris Family who
emigrated from County Down and it is a very well knoaattthat they were great
friends and remained so for many, many years into the 1838’sould have even
known David Milligan, also from County Down, Ireland, wiwed to the Northwest of
Wheeling, W.V. in The Ohio Territory just the other sade¢he Ohio River some 20 to 30



miles distant from the Milligan Family homestead @td?’s Run in the mountains just
north of Triadelphia.

We never expected to find the Daniel Culp family livingctse to the Milligan
Homestead in Martinsburg and Shepardstown in Old Berkedemt@ Virginia though
and even after the Milligan’s had moved to Triadelphia, Dalp’s brother-in-law,
Moses Caton Chapline and his wife Mary Caldwell remagesatli Milligan Family
Friends. Both Families’ knew the Culp’s well, even aan Culp moved his family to
Kentucky in 1781.

Daniel Culp, Tom and Mary Culp’s father, moved Esthmet their children to
Moses Chapline’s old home in Sheapardstown in Old Berketeynty in 1779 and by
1781 he and his brothers would be on their way to KentucklgeEwould remain in
Shepardstown and while there, she gave birth to Mary Cutpwaluld later marry
Abraham Ruddell (also of early Missouri Territorial tist).

After arriving in Kentucky in 1781, Daniel Culp and his brogheriginally settled
into the area called Cynthiana in southern Harrison §ouike many other early
settlers, they too found themselves in the area ofuC&gtthat would see some of the
fiercest Indian attacks during the Revolutionary Warye# 1780 and 1781 in and
around the Hopewell Settlement of Bourbon County testheh. They no doubt heard of
the Massacre at Ruddell's Station which claimed the bfesany that were either killed
or captured.

At the end of the Revolutionary War, when the Bhitisad Indian attacks
stopped, Daniel Culp went back to Shepardstown to retrisweifé and children. Upon
their return to Cynthiana the Culp’s resumed buildimgrthomestead and their family by
adding two more children to their fold; James Culp andifd®Culp would both be born
in Bourbon County, Kentucky.

Many years would pass since those difficult times aridi®, the Milligan’s of
Triadelphia would find themselves with Esther (ChaplinelpGgain. She would have to
travel back to Wheeling from the Culp Homestead in Keotaie be at her brother’s
(Moses Chapline’s) funeral. To catch up on family esevith each other, Esther told the
Milligan’s about how her daughter, Mary Culp, had marriedaham Ruddell, the son of
Capt. Isaac Ruddell (Isaac Ruddell had also passed awayprndfy of 1812) who was
captured by the Shawnee Indians in their attack of Rudd&tiBon in 1781. Abraham
and his brother Stephen Ruddell were planning to move to tbeolti Territory now
that their father had passed away.

Upon hearing this news, the Milligan’s asked Esthdrafrtson, John Il, could
come and visit her and mentioned that he also had hissatrah going to the “Far
West” so he could start his own life, much like his fagtarted off in life by coming to
America in 1771. It was Sarah (Robinson) Milligan thahditike the idea of letting her
young son just take off by himself on such a long joutheyugh Indian Country but if
he would travel along to visit old and trusted family fdermf hers on the way, things



wouldn’t seem so difficult and she wouldn’t have to feamuch for his safety. John |
Milligan too remembered his earlier years with Daniel Cililpey were good neighbors
from their early days of acquaintance in Berkeley Cowity They were tanners
together just as we find in the Arkansas Territorydmisthat John 1l Milligan and Tom
Culp owned a Tan Yard together as well. All of the CudpsSwere raised in the Tanners
trade just as John Il Milligan had been raised in. Foom family to the next, this was
their common link; they were Tanners by trade and ev@ias as the Culp Family
was, all four of Daniel Culp sons, James, Daniel Jsiahoand Tom became tanners as
well and set up a tannery business in the early Histomeas of Glasgow , Kentucky. It
must have softened John I's heart somewhat remembeeanh@&miel Culp Sr. had
passed away in 1800.

John Il Milligan was young however and all the eadwang of his life he saw and
talked to many travelers on the new National Road thrdugllelphia. He surely heard
some fascinating stories from the folks that passedtbeetoad on their way into the
west and knew that going west was his direction too. K$hha given to the friendship
that his father and mother had with the Culp familyzyndt Milligan was going to get his
chance to move to the new American Frontier in Thesifn Lands.

The impact of being Tanners by trade was significanbth tamilies’ histories.
Even after Daniel Culp Sr. and his brothers, who wese t@nners, moved to Kentucky
in 1781 for the much sought after Buffalo hides and other fhedisfound there in
abundance, these two families would continue to shaiedlose relationship from one
family to the other.

John Milligan | and his family were at the Old Stonaufch funeral of Moses
Caton Chapline which took place in ElIm Grove (W. Virg)nas John and Sarah were old
and trusted friends of Moses Caton Chapline and Margvizdl and wanted to be there
in support of Mary and Esther Culp both.

John | Milligan had become a ruling Elder at Stone €intout he was of the Old
Presbyterian ways, unlike his son John II Milligan whoalpee a Presbyterian Minister in
the Reformed Cumberland Presbytery of John Carnahatiie iArkansas Territory in
1823. In Fact, John Il Milligan and his wife, Eda (JeffdR@gsdale, built and organized
the first Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the Arkafigaritory in 1823. John |l
Milligan didn'’t fall too far away from his father’s telhings even though he fell into the
new American Frontier across the Mississippi Rivatha Far West.

He had learned all too well from his father and his fagHeends that a man
made his name by challenging the frontier for his livedthoSo when he was of good age
and plans were set for him to travel to the Culp’s hoomrehis way, he set out from
Triadelphia, W. V. and traveled to Esther Culp’s placBanrbon County, Kentucky and
to the Culp Family homestead. From there all he had teadatravel to visit one Culp
son to the other until he got to the Mississippi Riveviamphis, cross the river and
travel up into the Batesville and Reeds Creek areasd¥ltssouri Territory where he
would look for and find - Thomas B. Culp and his sister M&ylp) Ruddell.



Even John | and Sarah Robinson knew that their young salilwe safe with
the frontier and Indian experienced Abraham Ruddell anaviie Mary and Tom Culp,
Mary’s brother. If anything would happen to young John in theshliri Territory, word
would eventually get back to his parents via a letter an aveip back to Triadelphia to
tell them of their sons news.

It would be Daniel and Esther Culp’s children that wouttenthe Culp Family
name westward to central and western areas of Kentliekyiessee and then into the
Missouri Territory in their own generation.

Like his brothers James and Daniel Culp Jr., Josiap, @dio remained a single
man all of his life, became a Methodist minister. wnt to Gibson County, Tennessee
to live and his older brothers would go to Glasgow in Barremn@/, Kentucky and raise
fine families of their own. Tom Culp, the youngestlad Culp children, moved on to
Bowlingreen, Kentucky and got married there. Unfortunatedydecided to leave his
wife, Mary Gahegan and their two children, Samuel anceB&bCulp early on in their
marriage (about 1812) and moved to Macopin County, lllin&fier a brief stay in
Macopin County, Tom Culp, being visited by his sister Mawp and her husband’s
family, The Ruddell's, all find their way to the Missoidierritory; The Ruddell’'s by
1814 and Tom Culp by 1815. They crossed the Mississippi at Oegreléau and took
the old St. Louis and Washita road that turned soutigatloe river.

It was only a few years after Esther’s returning tai®on County after Moses’
death, that the very young John Milligan Il would comeistt her in early 1816. It's
entirely possible that his father and mother rode atitty him on this first leg of his
journey to visit Esther Chapline Culp themselves. Tweyld spend a bit of time here
with Esther. Then, Young John I, after saying his “G&gd”, heads out to Glasgow in
Barren County, to the homes of James and Daniel Culjisldourney West had finally
begun.

We can’t be sure how long John Milligan stayed on heasid Culp Jr. and his
brother James Culp had plenty to do. Daniel Jr. had ¢pen a lot in town from the
Barren County Government to build a “tan yard” therees®nor 6 years before and built
this Tan Yard right in the town of Glasgow. He and daeven had a man by the name
of James J. Jeffery also a resident and shop owrtelasfjow that helped Daniel Jr. build
this Tannery. After Daniel's marriage to Miss Richarddentook another town lot and
built their dwelling house on it. Even with the tand/éinished, where Daniel Jr. worked
as a Merchant selling the tanned goods, there was daik/tevaio in the tan yard itself
and with the knowledge John Milligan Il possessed ofridde from working with his
father and brothers, he may have stayed on a whiletk far Daniel and James to pay
his way for the Culp’s hospitality. Did John Il Milligehave the chance to hear, at this
late date of 1816 that the Jeffery’s, who once livedentkicky, also had planned to
move to the far west in the Missouri Territory froamks J. Jeffery? This potential
exists. (See the book, “Times of Long Ago: Barren Cgukéentucky” by Franklin
Gorin, Unigraphic was the publisher in 1929). There are mdexereces here for Daniel



Culp Jr., James Culp and James J. Jeffery who wagrb@fmristian County Kentucky in
the 1790’s).

Then John Il moved on into Tennessee to the homes@hQulp. Josiah was a
Minister at the local Methodist Church and busied himseh setting up Church
services, or writing a sermon for Sunday, which Johnigii I was also knowledgeable
of. So John Milligan knowing somewhat about the Presian Church knew what
Josiah Culp’s lifestyle was about. After he and hiséavere rested up though, John
Milligan 1l would travel on to Memphis, where he crosseel Mississippi and by mid
1816 is in The Missouri Territory, Poke Bayou and Batesailéa looking for a man
name of Tom Culp or Abraham Ruddell who he finds inBatesville area. He’s arrived.

Abraham Ruddell’'s name is on an Early Property Taxdfi€2ld Lawrence
County from 1814 and Tom Culp’s name is on the Tax lisk8%6 which, by the way, is
the year we find John Il Milligan arrives in the Batfle area looking for Tom Culp or
Abraham and Mary (Culp) Ruddell. Eventually he will maki® ithe Reeds Creek area of
the Territory only a few miles to the East of BatdewVhere OI' James and Jane
(Mason) Jeffery opened a farm for the first 5 yeaey thiere in the Territory. John
Milligan Il also shows up on the OI' Lawrence County Tast by 1818, the same year
he married the very young widow, Eda (Jeffery) Ragsdale.

It was Tom Culp that sold John Milligan Il and his wida (Jeffrey) Ragsdale,
their first piece of property (John and Eda had it paidbjot829) which is the one they
built their Cumberland Presbyterian Church on in 1823.

Later on, in 1820, Tom Culp would go on to marry Lavinéfi@g Samms, the
sister of John’s wife Eda Jeffery who was also a daugit®l’ Jim and Jane (Mason)
Jeffrey.

After Tom’s marriage to Lavina, the now Brothers-eav by marriage, Tom
Culp and John II Milligan joined the Lawrence County Nalitmuch as their father’s had
joined the military in their own generation. John Mgin joins and is assigned the Rank
of Ensign, in July of 1820 and Tom Culp joins, with thak of Major, on Oct 16, 1821.

While these two were growing up back east, It was sontendnenal for the men
to have a military designation added to their namesgcedfeduring the 1770’s and
Revolutionary War years when many of them stood up to beted with the defense of
their communities, their new States and their New Qgunt

As John Milligan 1l would grow into his faith and becom@resbyterian Minister
of the Gospel, so too would Tom Culp grow into becoming ditéé¢ Doctor. One of his
teachers was most likely his own Mother-in-Law, thiexely intelligent, Jane Mason
Jeffrey who had received some medical training betweegdars of 1783-1810. She
was a Mid-Wife and from an early age, she had alwaysedao help other women
bring new life into the world.



Tom Culp lived well until June 27, 1846 when he passes awiagrd County,
Arkansas. He left his wife, Lavina Jeffrey and their 8drkn behind him when he
passed. They are Jane Culp (named after Jane Massiaj) Ghapline Culp (named after
his brother Josiah and mother Esther Chapline), Danigl @amed after his father),
Abraham Culp (named after Abraham Ruddell), James ye@fudp (named after OI' Jim
Jeffrey), Thomas B. Culp, Jr. (hamed after him), AmbrGslp (named after Judge
Ambrose C. Jeffrey) and Letty Culp.

He also left his first two children by his first wife MaGahegan. They were
Samuel Culp and Rebecca Culp, who stayed with their motfgowlingreen, Kentucky
when Tom decided to take himself to the Illinois Teryitor 1812 before moving on to
the Missouri Territory in 1814 / 1815.

When John Milligan arrived in OI' Lawrence County in 18té,had also met
some other early Pioneers who were settling into tree @r&eeds Creek. There was Old
Jim and his wife Jane (Mason) Jeffery for instandeerAheir arrival in 1816, Jim
Jeffery opened a farm at Reeds Creek. His oldest samadaeithad moved a bit further
southwest and became the very first homesteadee iRdke Bayou area. Soon however,
a mile or so to Jehoiada’s south, the small commuriityt. Olive would be established.
Jim Jeffery and Jane Mason would remain in the Reedk@rea for 5 years and in
1820/ 1821, they too would travel to the banks of the WhiterRo live closer to their
son, Jehoiada and his family.

We don’t know if John Milligan ever had a chance to nkak Jeffery’s Ragsdale
husband but he knew this man’s 2 sons; Ellis S. Ragsdaleibdbother, Brittian. We
believe and all of the evidence we have discovereatpto a man whose name is
Brittain Ragsdale as the man who married young Edaryeffieon after the Jeffery’'s
arrival in the Territory in 1816. The Ragsdale Family wa®ld, well-known and very
wealthy family in the Southside Virginia area whereel&lason hailed from. By all
indications, Brittain Ragsdale appears to be the fathEilis S. Ragsdale and Brittain
Ragsdale, Jr. The old man, Brittain Ragsdale surely ciavkol' Jim Jeffery’s brother,
Capt. Jeremiah Jeffery back in Anderson County, Teneegsen Jim and Jane Jeffery
lived there in 1800 thru 1803.

Evidently and according to the writings of Augustus Cledgfthis man leaves
Eda Jeffery a very young “grass widow” indicating timese two had walked away from
their marriage. However, we have come to learnBhitian Ragsdale, a very close
friend of Capt. Jeremiah Jeffery’s from Tennessee tikedy had passed away shortly
after becoming Eda’s husband. Brittian Ragsdale’s abseficais sons, Ellis S.
Ragsdale and Brittain Ragsdale Jr. having to carry ondgsd@le Family name from
Virginia in the Far West. Also after Brittain’s deaflohn Milligan would ask for and
receive Eda’s hand in marriage. They were married in 1818.




The Children of JOHN MILLIGAN Il and EDA JEERY

1. MARY ANN® MILLIGAN, b. 1819, Reeds Creek, Lawrence, Arkansas; d.
Bef. 1867.

2. HULDA JANE MILLIGAN, b. 1820, Reeds Creek, Lawrencek&nsas;
d. 1840, Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

Notes for HULDA JANE MILLIGAN:

There are no census records available for Hulda but ox Kmat her birth year was
1820. Family "Oral History" claims that she was snake®ia child and died. We find
however that her name is listed on the Milligan CampgdoChurches Graves List as her
being the first person buried in the Campground Cemetehefatquest) in 1840. She is
supposed to be buried beneath the 3 giant Cedar treesMilligan Campground
Cemetery. Her gravestone or marker no longer existhiohuatf this Genealogy is
including her in the list of John and Eda Milligan’s childrershe does appear legally on
the Campground’s graves list. Most previous genealogiesréaiiy list her at all, giving
John and Eda one less child. | however am giving Huldaalrezlaim in the legacy of
her parents and stating that John and Eda Milligan had Beshin all. The Graves list
states she passed away in the 20th year of her life lwatks it gives us. She had no
children that we are aware of.

3. JAMES LANCER MILLIGAN, b. 03 Dec 1823, Reeds Creek, Lawee
Arkansas; d. 04 Sep 1882, Milligan Campground, Lawrence County,
Arkansas.

4, ELLIS RAGSDALE MILLIGAN, b. 1825, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
Arkansas; d. 16 Feb 1862, Military Hospital, Pocahontasjrénce,
Arkansas.

5. ISRAEL W. MILLIGAN, b. 1827, Reeds Creek, Lance, Arkansas; d.
07 Dec 1887, Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas; m
CLARISSA DUKE, 23 Dec 1847 at The John and Eda Milligardesge,
Strawberry, Arkansas; Clarissa was b. 1827; d. Aft. 190ig&h
Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

Notes for CLARISSA DUKE:

This author has seen many spellings of Clarissa's namsekveClarissa, which seems
to be most common by all of us family genealogistsdigai't know her personally. The
name on her gravestone records her as "Clarasa". éenis John Milligan Il himself
writes her name as "Clarysa" on her and Israel'siagerCertificate. She and Israel were
married in the John and Eda Milligan’s home by John Milidnimself as were the
majority of the Milligan Children.



Please see the Descendants of Isham Duke Genealogy Rejperpossession of Regina
Weaver, Batesville Historical Society, BatesvillekAnsas.

More about ISRAEL MILLIGAN and CLARISSA DUKE:
Marriage: 23 Dec 1847, John and Eda Milligan residence, SérayylArkansas

6. JOHN MILLIGAN JR., b. 06 Feb 1829, Reeds Creek, Lawrence,
Arkansas; d. 09 Apr 1906, Milligan Campground, Sharp County,
Arkansas.

7. GEORGE WASHINGTON (G. W.) MILLIGAN, b. 1831, Reeds €ke
Lawrence, Arkansas; d. 1874, Milligan Campground, Lawr€maty,
Arkansas; m. MARTHA MAE BONE, 07 Dec 1855; b. Apr 1835; d. 10
Nov 1907.

Notes for GEORGE WASHINGTON (G. W.) MILLIGAN:

Enlisted as a Private with the Confederacy during thd @iar. He was in Company 'K,
21st Arkansas Infantry. He like his older brother Ellig&tale Milligan was also on his
way to Fort Pillow but instead of taking the over landeg@ompany K was sent to fort
Pillow on Barges. G. W. was taken a Prisoner of Wa&arinth, Mississippi on 4 Oct
1862 the first time he was captured. The second time heapasred was just before the
end of the War in Alabama when he was wounded severélg\ar since had to walk
with a limp.

Following his father's example in life, George Washingtaltigdn also became an
Ordained Minister with the Cumberland Presbyterian Chutehalso was elected to the
office of "Justice of the Peace" for Sharp Countkaflisas. G. W. and Martha are buried
at The Milligan Campground Cemetery, Sharp County, Arkansas

More about GEORGE MILLIGAN and MARTHA BONE:
Marriage: 07 Dec 1855

8. EADY MILLIGAN, b. 1832, Reeds Creek, Lawrence, Arkansag,912,
Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

9. SARAH JANE MILLIGAN, b. 1834, Reeds Creek, Lawrencekakrsas;
d. 1922.

10. MELISSA AVELINE MILLIGAN, b. 08 Mar 1837, Reeds Creek,
Lawrence, Arkansas; d. 25 May 1862, Milligan Campground, Laveren
County, Arkansas.

11. LYDIA MILLIGAN, b. 1839, Reeds Creek, Lawrence, ArkanshsAft.
1859, Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

Notes for LYDIA MILLIGAN:
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Lydia is listed in the 1850 census as having been born in 183héwoesn't show up in
the 1860 census. She was 11 years old in 1850 and died prior to h860ke&Sher sister
Hulda, must have died a young woman, not quite reachinggdef 21 years. She is
noted in the graves list beneath Hulda's name and wastbad of John and Eda's
children to be buried in the families Cemetery.

12. ELVIRA MILLIGAN, b. 08 Dec 1841, Reeds Creek, Lawrencekahsas;
d. 01 Sep 1866, Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

13. ANDREW JUNIOR (A. J.) MILLIGAN, b. 09 Oct 1844, ReedsE€k,
Lawrence, Arkansas; d. 23 Mar 1907, Milligan Campground, Liavere
County, Arkansas.

1819 saw the birth of John Milligan’s and Eda Jeffery’s tiarn child. A girl
child that they named Mary Ann. This was the beginning @if fhmily. John was busy
with building a log cabin of Frontier Architecture so thegyuld have a roof above them
and a fireplace they would use for heat and a placedk meals. The lay of the land in
the Ozark Hills is very similar to that of the W&A&tginia area around Wheeling. John
knew how to hunt the hills for meat. The StrawbernygRiwas nearby for fishing and
soon a flourmill was erected in the Strawberry Segleinso people in this small
community could make bread. Life in these early yeasmwstic but they all did alright
and the settlement began to grow with new settleriset@tea.

Hulda Milligan was born in 1820 and found John Milligan e@ntethe Lawrence
County Militia. He signed on as an Ensign and as aocarffhe would make a bit more
money for his 2 children. Early on after his and Eda’sriaige though it’s been written
into history once again by A. C. Jeffery, that Johtliéin took to drinking and found
himself once way up on the high point of the White Rivalid¥ just as sick as he could
be. After his bout with this lllness and thinking at onenpthat he might die, he made
his way back to Eda and his 2 children and went to work.

His father taught him the tanner’s trade and one o¥ehg first ambitions John
would use to create a living for his family with, was hi®Wwledge of hunting and
tanning skins and hides. He could work at this while he whsraé and not out with the
Militia. The pay he received from being a part of theitéilwas enough to help with
buying cloth that Eda could use to make clothing for the.dittla’s mother, Jane Mason
would show her how to fit and sew the cloth so it cdaddvorn. Jane Mason was an
excellent life skills teacher for her own children aiicbet she helped Eda and John
where she could.

By 1823, John Milligan and Eda Jeffery witnessed the birtheeCumberland
Presbyterian Faith that had come to the Strawbeittie8ent with a man by the name of
John Carnahan. John Carnahan was commissioned byetsigytery in Kentucky to go to
the Missouri Territory and start a “Circuit” of churshalong the Arkansas and White
River Valleys. The people of the Settlement and eaffgdohn Milligan, because of his
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parents instilling the Presbyterian Faith into him freeny early in his childhood, were
taken so much by Mr. Carnahan that John and Eda woutdcstaurild (1823) and
organize (1825) the very first Cumberland Presbyterian @harthe Territory. Also, the
Hopewell congregation of the Cumberland Presbyteriancbharindependence County
would be organized the same year (1825). They were athheCraig House in
Batesville where the faith was initiated and soon aftauld start building the first
church building on what would eventually be known as Tliegdn Campground.

After the Presbyterian Faith came to the Territmgl the Milligan’s doing all
they could to keep the faith alive, they were rewarde®ecember 3, 1823 with the birth
of their 3 child. This was a Boy child that John and Eda would nammesa.ancer
Milligan. John Finally had a son. Mary Ann and Hulda weest likely curious about
seeing a new baby and family member but Eda would let them Kmat they had a new
baby brother.

These were fairly happy times for the Milligan Famil 1823 and 1824. They
had their 3 cherub faced children around them consistenlibhten their lives with new
spirit. The church was being built with the help of £8i. Ragsdale and his brother,
Brittain Jr. and others in the Strawberry Settlem&hen, John Milligan went to
Preachin’. After his bout with drunkeness and a feveralmabst killed him, he finally
fell back on his faith for the support he needed that kepdwun spirit well nourished.

In 1825, the year that the Churches were organized tthevberry and
Hopewell Settlements, John Milligan had a pleasant sarpe had married his very
good friend Ellis S. Ragsdale to his new wife, Zilpha 8mlbhn, of course, was also a
traveling minister creating his own “Ministry Circuillong the rivers in the area. This is
confirmed by a story originally written by Augustus Curdaffery. His story is as
Follows.

“The Magness families, who played a very prominent ipasteaking the cane in
White River, were Pioneers in middle Tennessee in theityiof Murfreesboro. Further
back than this, their locality is not certainly knowime family consisted of Old
Johnathan Magness and his grown up sons, Old Dave, OldandrBerry, who died at
the beginning of manhood. They were rich and brought to\ihée River quite a
number of slaves. They came here about the year 181&#tiled ©iltrough and Big
Bottom. The old man however, settled on the main raad White River to Little Rock.
He was said to be a man of strong native intellectdasgerately wicked, using oaths of
the bitterest character in all his conversations. &lage many anecdotes extent of his
peculiarities. On one occasion, the Rev. John Mitligdno was personally acquainted
with old Johnathan, stopped to stay all night with hinmper was just ready; they went
in and sat down. The supper was pretty hard, the oldiadyg no time to fix up. When
they sat down, old Johnathan looked very grim and viewetktble in silence for some
time when he said, “Help your self Mr. Milligan.” Thextenorning at breakfast he
viewed the table again; they had a pretty fine breakfdstnve said, “Well old lady, it
looks like you had something for breakfast worth thanking f8od Said he, “give us a
touch Bro. Milligan” and everything went on smoothly.”
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Beside 1825 being the year that John and Eda’s church becgamized it is
also the year of the birth of John and Edd%t@y child and in honor of his friendship
with Ellis S. Ragsdale, John and Eda named this child BEigsdale Milligan. It would
be much later but Ellis S. and Zilpha Ragsdale would rthgieown 4" child, also a boy
child, John Milligan Ragsdale who lived in Texas most sflifie. Uncanny as it is, both
Ellis Ragsdale Milligan of Reeds Creek Arkansas and Joligdh Ragsdale of Texas
would die during the Civil War.

In 1826, John Milligan Il became a candidate for theisfiig and he was
“Licensed to Preach” on 6 March 1827. This was a greatfge#ine Milligan’s. The
church was built and by 1827, John was installed as the @dwnainister. 1827 saw
another addition to the Milligan Family as well. Isridglligan was born.

Israel Milligan

Israel Milligan was born in 1826 at Reeds Creek, Lawré&manty, Arkansas. He
was the 8 child to Rev. John and Eda (Jeffery) Milligan and was3thbeoy child born
into the Milligan Household. At his birth, Mary Ann wdseady 8 years old and Hulda
was 7. Then came the “cherub” faces of the familybayls with James Lancer Milligan
at 5 years old and Ellis Ragsdale Milligan was 2. So lisraare say, was the “Heaven
Sent Spirit” that God saw fit to let the Milligan’s nuré all through their lives as well.
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His name was taken out of John’s holy text and seemmau® been named to remind the
Reverend where his gentile faith had originated besgtasllwas born the same year
that Rev. Milligan was licensed to preach the Gospels.

With the Milligan Family growing in leaps and boundsy#s up to Rev. Milligan
to keep his family fed proper. He and Eda had 5 children agdmées only 27 years old
themselves. We already know that John Milligan wasethin the Tanner’s trade in
Virginia and he and Tom Culp built their own Tanyardtlos land that John and Eda
purchased from Tom early on in their marriage. Thighat John did for income. He use
to make Saddles for horses, Driving reins for wagons, glstelne and offered minor
blacksmithing services as well. He made everything thatmade of good beef or pork
hide right on his own homestead. By 1847, however the saamed Milligan Family
business became known as Milligan and Sons and thetdrbysiness was moved to
Smithville. We don’'t know exactly when this move occurratthe 1847 Lawrence
County Personal Property Tax List indicates that Mhigan owned 2 town lots in
Smithville (Smithville was the only town in Lawrence Couthat sold Town Lots in
1847. Powhatan didn’t sell town lots until 1849) on whichlere he relocated his
tanyard and warehouse where he sold his tanned leather gaodgsof meat, flour,
and other household goods to the local economy. Thereweasplenty of room that he
was able to keep horses, an occasional mule or two #iellere as well.

Of course, just as he had learned the trade of besgnart from his own father,
his boys would learn to be tanners from him. Theyetiaat an early age, as Eda just
couldn’t keep up with all of the children being around heofalhe time. She would have
John take the older boys to the Tan Yard with him arglishivhere they would learn
Papa’s ways. At first, he would take James Lancer ¢difliwith him and in time, James
would become a Milligan Family business operator and ovjunstras Ellis Ragsdale
Milligan did. Then, when Isreal was old enough to go withfdtikser, James and Ellis to
the tan yard, he would be some 3 or 4 years old. Thigeesnan’'s work and the boys
would grow into it as they aged.

One thing that Israel just took a real liking to in hidyegears at the tan yard,
were the Blue Roane mules that would come to theddilibusiness either by purchase
or by trade. He just couldn’t figure out how that “Horseuld turn so dog gone Blue.
This fascination stayed with him all the years of Hesdind even John Milligan had
Willed a Blue Mule to Israel after his passing in 1867.

Then whenever Eda wanted to cook fish for supper, it abdys who would
hop on the back of an old mule or they would take andlisagida couple of horses and
ride them to Strawberry River to complete this manli tas the family. If the fish
weren’t bitin’ that day, then they could enjoy a few ®of swimming especially in the
hot summers. This next image came to our minds whethaught of these youthful
years of John and Eda’s children. Perhaps there are masytlroughout the country
that have had a similar experience.
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“Hmm, no fish in the hole today?” “Let’s Swim”.
These youthful and imaginative thoughts of a “real maugsk” seem to be timeless.

Eda too would take the girls out to work in the businesswidmen folk of the
family had their chores as well. Out behind their home ta cookhouse. This is where
they would wash cloths, create meals and Eda would teaeh her girls how to can and
store their vegetables, jellies and other foods foFdmaily. They had to have plenty on
hand for the winter months when the gardens were dadr@anslaughter days, when
John needed hides for the tan yard, Eda and John woulddsatk down the cuts of
Beef or Pork for later use by the family and Eda would learesn cooked a good roast for
everyone to have for supper. All of the Milligan childiearned these “Life Skills” from
Eda just like Jane Mason had taught Eda, Lavina and therssduring their own
childhood years.

Claude Clay Milligan, one of Israel and Clarissa (DuWdligan’s many
grandsons, remembered his Grandmother always kept applémirel in their cellar.
When she had plans to make Apple Pies, she let the Gdargitk down and get them for
her. A pan full of apples for the pies and 1 to eathKdnild got one. Claude would have
been about ten years old when Clarissa passed away.

Israel Milligan in 1829 saw the birth of his younger brothehn Milligan Jr. and
in 1831 George Washington (G.W.) Milligan was born — My goasln&string of 5
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boys by 1831. Not to be out done however, Eda and Rev. Milgauld produce a
string of 5 more girls “after” the birth of G. W. Mijan.

Eady Milligan was born in 1832, followed by Sarah JanE8i84. Then came
Melissa Aveline on 3 Aug. 1837. After the Marriage of MamnynAMilligan to William
Harvey Smith on 18 Oct. 1838 (when Israel Milligan wayé4drs old), John and Eda
would add to the family once again with the birth of Lydigane Milligan. She was born
in 1839.

In 1840, just after the Reverend John Milligan receive®hiBnation Documents
in the Cumberland Presbyterian faith on th& @@February and when everything in the
family seemed to be going well for everyone, Huldalilyiin was involved in an
accident. She had gotten Snake bit. It was a seriouaritéhe venom in her wounds
claimed her life. She was 20 years old and became shefidohn and Eda’s children to
pass away. It was at her request that she be buriad Mitligan Campground
Cemetery. When you go to the Milligan Campground and gapsstne cemetery from
the front doors of the church building, you will notiteee very large cedar trees. Hulda
was buried there and the trees were planted around leelieSietween the three trees in
the cool of their shade. There is no longer a stomeark her but she is there.

Toward the end of the same year, James Lancer Miliigzuld be the first of the
Milligan boys to take his own wife. He married Edith BvalSexton on 11 Dec. 1840.
This was the beginning of the fine Family Tradition. Reverend John Milligan would
be the man who would officiate at the Marriages of hikleen. It was this celebration of
life that would help remove the loss of Hulda from thiliyan daily consciousness.

Another family event that would also help sooth the lwisHulda was the birth of
Elvira Milligan on the & day of December in 1841. She was tReyBl born to John and
Eda after the births of John’s 5 boys.

Following Elvira Milligan’s birth on 8 December 1841, Johrligan was elected
into the State House of Representatives and servetehaw County in the4State
Assembly. He was elected on November 7, 1842 and serviéd &et. 1843. After he
had finished his term in the House, on th® @8February 1843, John Milligan would
marry away his second son, Ellis Ragsdale Milligan wiaoried Mahala Light Billings.
She was the young daughter of Henry (Heinrich) Billiny§ipton County, Tennessee
who had moved his family into Arkansas. During one obhisiness trips back to Tipton
County, Henry had passed away leaving his wife, sons and téasighArkansas. His
Will was probated from Tipton County but the loose problateuments of Jackson
County Arkansas in 1841 showed Mahala to be 16 years oldh&shgetitioned the
Jackson County Arkansas Court for a guardian, as she weaslarage heir to a portion
of her father’s estate.

Now these two marriages of James and Ellis were gignifin the family. It was

Israel Milligan who was sitting back and watching his olo@thers take their wives and
starting off on their paths of having families of thawn. “This too”, thought Israel “is a
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real man’s work.” He was 16 years old in 1843 when Eléis Witched and he was next
if he wanted to keep up with his brothers. What on emaihthis young tanner to do?
Were the carefree days of his youth at the River (wvieten’t all that long ago) over
with? Even at Milligan and Son’s Tan Yard in Smithyillames and Ellis were already
part owners in the Company and he was an “Outsider”.sJane Ellis already had their
own homes and pieces of land (given to them by thdiefathat they could plant,
harvest, and add to the benefits of the family businssse! was “on the bubble” and he
knew it.

So after the birth of John and Eda’s last-born childjréw J. Milligan on the'®
of Oct. 1844, Israel would have to “bear down” and followhia footsteps of his older
brothers and seek out a potential wife. There wemgylaf young eligible ladies that he
would meet at the Campground Church and John Milligan, wsasadlTraveling
Minister” and would go to other churches in the area to preadis own “Circuit”. This
was exactly how Ellis had met his wife, Mahala atdherch in Jackson County. He
would go with the Reverend on his preaching rounds. Perhapd theeReverends
Sunday stops was in Phillips County Arkansas as well wtherBuke Family lived.

Clarissa Duke

Clarissa Duke was a Grand Daughter of Isham Duke. Hdarasn 1758 in
Warren County, North Carolina and died Intestate irStia¢e of Georgia in 1826. His
estate was probated in Phillips County, Arkansas. Céabsgke was born to Isham’s son,
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Major Duke and his wife Elizabeth McLain in Decembef827. At the time, Major and
Elizabeth (McLain) Duke were living in Monroe, Phillips @dy, Arkansas.

Territory of Arkansas \

County of Phillips / Sct.

This day Alexander Reese, administrator of the estatgham Duke, deceased
personally came before me, George W. Ferebee, CleHe®@ircuit Court, in and for

said County, and on his oath states that Isham Dukesafior late of the State of Georgia,
died without having any last will and testament as fdrealenows or verily believes; and
that the said deceased left a widow to wit, Nancy Duklesanchildren to wit, John,
Major, Alsey, Sally and Isham, and Nancy Duke, the 3alth and Sally Duke being
since dead, and Isham in the State of Maryland, all gtenmv live in the said County of
Phillips. And the said Alexander Reese further stdtashe will well and truly

administer all and singular the goods and chattles, ragidredits of the said deceased,
and from his debts so far as the which shall come twhis and the law
direct; and that he will make a true and perfect invgnvdall and singular the goods
and chattles, rights and credits of the said deceasddhat he will account for and pay
over according to law: all __ which shall come to his knpwidedge.

Sworn to and subscribed
Alexander Reese
before me this 20th of July
A.D. 1826.
Geo. W. Ferebee
Clerk

I, George W. Ferebee, Clerk of the Circuit Court id & the County of Phillips, do
certify that the forgoing record, of pertaining to theatsof Isham Duke, deceased, is a
true copy from the original.

Geo. W. Ferebee

from "Genealogical Records of Phillips County, Arkand®21 - 1833" by James Logan
Morgan: page 2:

Dukes, Isham LA, Alexander Reese, 7-20-1826; widow Nancy ahdden: John,
Major, Alsey, Sally, Isham and Nancy (John and Sddi Since dead," Isham lives in
Maryland); pr2-51

Joseph Robins apptd. gdn. of Nancy Dukes, infant dtr. of I8haaas dec., July 1826;
prl-125

Isham Duke, over 14, ordered to choose gdn., Nov. 1826; prl-1gdpld&obins apptd.
gdn. of Isham Duke, infant of Isham Duke, dec., Mar. 1827; prl-147.
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Major DUKE was born in 1800 in Georgia and died on 9 Dec 18&@wrence County,
Arkansas. He had married a woman name of ElizabetraMcibout 1826.

From microfilmed copy of Probate Court Records of Lemwee County, Arkansas, on
page 209: In Vacation In the Matter of the Estate of MBjokes deceased:

State of Arkansas, County of Lawrence
Before the judge of the Probate Court of Lawrence icatian.

Now on this day J.P. Vanhoozer and Elizabeth H. Dukesnégtnators of the Estate of
Major Dukes deceased having presented to me Judge of thedP@alat of Souvnor
County in vacation a petition setting forth in saidifitet ___is personal property
belonging to said estate which will be liable to wastdepreciation in value only the
same be sold and asks an order authorizing them to praceell the same according to
law. It is thereupon ordered by the com (?) that sawirastrators proceed to sell all the
personal property belonging to said Estate according to law.

Given under my hand as __ Judge on this January 1st 1861.

C.S. Wainwright, Judge

page 318, Thursday a.m., April 11th 1861

John Milligan vs Major Dukes Estate: Demand on a/c $2/®&R.West J.P.
fees 25, Deemed by administrators and filed April 10th 186i%.ordered by the Court
that this claim be allowed against said Estate and dass#ass no. 4 with costs.

E.R. Milligan & Brother vs Major Dukes Estate: Derdam a/c $64.88
T.V.Foster J.P. fees 25, Deemed by administrator agdl flarch 27th, 1861. It is
considered by the court that this claim be allowed agaamdtEstate and the same be
classes in class no 4 with costs.

Israel Milligan vs Major Dukes Estate: Demand on $4c20, J.C. Johnson J.P.
25, Allowed by administrator and filed March 27th 1861. Ibissidered by the court
that this claim be allowed against said Estate and the s& classed in class no 4 with
costs.
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Elizabeth H. (MCLAIN) Duke, (daughter of John MCLAIN aR&chel MATTHEWS)
was born in 1810 in Alabama. She died on 31 Dec 1865 in Laei@aunty, Arkansas.
Will of Elizabeth H. Dukes copied from the Lawrence CGiyu@ourthouse Record:

In the name of God, Amen. |, Elizabeth H. Duethe County of Lawrence
and state of Arkansas. Being of sound mind and memoryarsidering the uncertainty
of this frail and transitory life do and therefore matelain publicly declare this to be
my last will and testament. That is to say aftensld lawful debts are paid and
discharged the residue of my personal estate. | give bogred dispose of as follows
to wit. To my eldest daughter Missouri Clemmons one spinuimggl. Andto my
second daughter Claressa Milligan the sum of one dofad to my son Ransom Dukes
one dollar. And to my third daughter Amanda H. Hutchinsonobiestnut sorrel mare
also one clothes press. And to my fourth daughter Elihabeé50ss the sum of one
dollar. And to my fifth daughter Harriet E. McLeod onenr¢@rse's colt and also my
small clock. And to my sixth daughter Martha F. Dukes yoke of oxen, three cows
and calves. Also all my hogs also one hundred and six padisgéed cotton and all my
present stock of provisions consisting of __ corn, whehtysand together
with one half of my present crop of growing rye alsowmeat fan and my molasses mill
together with my gear (?) farming untensils cart log chain cross cut saw rifle
gun and also my loom and appurtenance thereto. Alsorgs ¢dock and all my
household and kitchen furniture not heretofore bequeathlsd. one note of for
the sum of one hundred dollars Ransom Dukes bearing lide@5th date
(12 - 1865) one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. Alsstogk of fowls also six
head of sheep. | also bequeath to my granddaughter MartHaukels one red heifer. |
also bequeath to my granddaughter Mary Jane Dukes one wifie Aed it is also my
will that the sum of twenty one dollars be paid taédMilligan out of the proceeds of
the hire (sale?) of Albert (then a slave) belongindghéodstate of Major Dukes, dead.
Likewise | make, constitute and appoint Israel Milligarbe executor of this my last will
and testament thereby revoking all former wills by meenbn witness whereof | have
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal the twedkyday of December in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and foiety

Elizabhdd. Dukes

So on the 23 of December in 1847, Clarissa Duke would taled Mitigan as
her husband. This was a special Christmas for thegslillFamily as on Christmas Day,
Reverend John Milligan would sign the Marriage Liceoiskis son, Israel and his new
wife Clarissa Duke. This year the Celebration of tihBdf Christ would also herald in
the Celebration of a new Milligan and Duke family.

From the evidence found listed above, it appears as tholagissa had quite a
normal family that got along very well with Israel Nhn and indeed the whole of the
Milligan Family. She had been taken in to the Milligaantily fold and Israel Milligan
had been taken into the Duke Family fold as well. Togdtiese two would go on to
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create a very large family themselves. Below is atsienealogy of Israel and Clarissa’s
1% generation of children and then the continuation ofl&smd Essie Milligan’s family
branch.

Descendants of Israel W. Milligan

Generation No. 1

1. ISRAEL W.2 MILLIGAN (JOHN R?, JoHN') was born 1827 in Reeds Creek, Lawrence, Arkansas, and died
07 Dec 1887 in Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkanstsmarried CaRISSA DUKES 23 Dec
1847 in John and Eda Milligan residence, Strawberry, Adsgrdaughter of Mior DUKE and EIZABETH
McLAIN. She was born Dec 1827 in Monroe Township, Phillips Courltg#sas, and died Aft. 1900 in
Milligan Campground, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

Notes for CARISSA DUKES:

Clarissa and Israel were married in John and Eda Milligaome by Rev. John Milligan himself 2 days
before Christmas. Then on Christmas Day, The Revesigneéd their marriage license. Must have been a
real stocking stuffer for them.

More About BRAEL MILLIGAN and QARISSA DUKE:

Marriage: 23 Dec 1847, John and Eda Milligan residence, Strewyipekansas
Marriage license: 25 Dec 1847, The Marriage Licenseraéland Clarissa (Duke) Milligan was signed by
The Rev. John Milligan on Christmas Day, 1847

The Children of $RAEL MILLIGAN and QARISSA DUKES are:

i. SARAH JANE* MILLIGAN, b. 06 Apr 1850, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
County, Arkansas; d. 28 Jul 1905, Reeds Creek, Lawrence County,
Arkansas.

ii. ELIZABETH ANN "LIZA" MILLIGAN, b. 1852, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
County, Arkansas; d. 22 Sep 1897, Cord, Independence County,
Arkansas.

iii. PINKNEY WILLIAM RAND PINKSTON MILLIGAN, b. 23 Jun 1854, Reeds
Creek, Lawrence County, Arkansas; d. 08 Mar 1923, Reeds Creek,
Lawrence County, Arkansas.

Iv. MAJORDAVID MILLIGAN, b. 02 Dec 1855, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
County, Arkansas; d. 25 Jul 1926, Milligan Campground Cemetery,
Sharp County Arkansas.

V. WILLIAM KAY PATTERSONMILLIGAN, b. 23 Jun 1857, Reeds Creek,
Lawrence County, Arkansas; d. 03 Feb 1923.

vi. EDITH ELIZABETH MILLIGAN, b. 14 Oct 1859, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
County, Arkansas; d. 10 Oct 1935, Haileyville, Pittsburg Cqunty
Oklahoma.

vii. ELLIS WASHINGTON MILLIGAN, b. Aug 1861, Reeds Creek, Lawrence
County, Arkansas; d. 14 Jun 1936, Slidell, Wise County, Texas.

viii. ISRAELIlI MILLIGAN, b. 1864, Reeds Creek, Lawrence County, Arkansas.

2. IX. GEORGERILEY MILLIGAN, b. 15 Apr 1866, Strawberry, Lawrence
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County, Arkansas; d. 02 Jul 1929, Woodbury Forest CemeteryJIMadi
Marshal County, Oklahoma.

X. MARTHA A. MILLIGAN, b. 1868, Reeds Creek, Lawrence County,
Arkansas; d. 1940, Slidell, Wise County, Texas.

Xi. CORNELIA ISABELLE MILLIGAN, b. 08 May 1869, Reeds Creek,
Lawrence County, Arkansas; d. 16 Jun 1961, Sharp County, AKkansa

Generation No. 2

2. GEORGERILEY? MILLIGAN (ISRAELW?, JOHN R?, JoHN') was born 15 Apr 1866 in Strawberry,

Lawrence County, Arkansas, and died 02 Jul 1929 in WoodbuegtFoemetery, Madill, Marshal County,
Oklahoma. He married (1) MRY ELIZABETH STONE 12 Aug 1886 in Jackson County, Arkansas, daughter
of JOHN STONE and MARY BIRMINGHAM. She was born Nov 1870 in Independence County, Arkazaisas,
died 1904 in Independence County, Arkansas. He marrieds2) YA "GussIie"P. WYATT Jan 1907 in
Cord, Independence County, Arkansas, daughteriafi WYATT and Q\ROLINA KING. She was born
Abt. 1870 in Arkansas, and died 1914 in Independence County, gakan

Notes for MarY ELIZABETH STONE:
Mary Elizabeth Stone had passed away during Child biriiigtity deliver a set of twins in 1904.

More About GORGEMILLIGAN and MARY STONE:
Marriage: 12 Aug 1886, Jackson County, Arkansas

Notes for AIGUSTA"GUSSIE"P. WYATT:
Gussie had passed away in 1914 of Tuberculosis.

More About GORGEMILLIGAN and AUGUSTAWYATT:
Marriage: Jan 1907, Cord, Independence County, Arkansas

Children of GORGEMILLIGAN and MARY STONE are:

i. HARRIET YVONNE® VON MILLIGAN , b. Sep 1887, Sharp County,
Arkansas; d. 08 May 1948, Woodbury Forest Cemetery, Madilisidé
County, Oklahoma.

ii. CLAUDE CLAY MILLIGAN, b. 01 Oct 1891, Sharp County, Arkansas; d.
03 Jan 1954, Caddo, Bryan County, Oklahoma.

lii. GERTRUDERETHA MILLIGAN, b. 16 Mar 1894, Sharp County, Arkansas;
d. 29 Dec 1956, Arkansas.

Notes for GRTRUDE RETHA MILLIGAN :

Gertrude and Rand Pinkston came to Oklahoma when Staytiggah
was 8 months old. When they went back to Arkansasi@tagmained
with Claude. Gertrude got mad because she didn't get to®taytpon
back to Arkansas like she wanted.

Iv. JAMES ELMER MILLIGAN, b. 02 Oct 1895, Sharp County, Arkansas; d. 11
Feb 1962, Woodbury Forest Cemetery, Madill, Marshal Cqunty
Oklahoma.

v. EVA LENE MILLIGAN, b. Nov 1897, Independence County, Arkansas; d.
16 Nov 1942, Hightower, Mississippi County, Arkansas.
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vi. MINNIE MILLIGAN, b. Feb 1900, Independence County, Arkansas; d. Bef.
1920, Independence County, Arkansas.
vii. TWIN MILLIGAN, b. 1904, Independence County, Arkansas; d. 1904,
Independence County, Arkansas.
viii. ' TWIN MILLIGAN, b. 1904, Independence County, Arkansas; d. 1904,
Independence County, Arkansas.

Children of GORGEMILLIGAN and AUGUSTA WYATT are:

iX. ABBIE MARGARET® MILLIGAN, b. 06 Oct 1907, Independence County,
Arkansas; d. 21 Feb 2002, Cypress View Chapel, San Dieg@rGali

X. CORA (TWIN) MILLIGAN, b. 1908, Independence County, Arkansas; d.
1908, Independence County, Arkansas.

Xi.  NORA (TWIN) MILLIGAN, b. 1908, Independence County, Arkansas; d.
1908, Independence County, Arkansas.

Notes for NORA (TWIN) MILLIGAN :
Died at age 6 Months.

Xil.  EUNICE MILLIGAN, b. Jan 1910, Independence County, Arkansas; d. Apr
1910, Independence County, Arkansas.

xiii. ERA BEULAH TOMMIE MILLIGAN, b. 18 Dec 1911, Independence
County, Arkansas; d. 1997, California.

Notes for RA BEULAH TOMMIE MILLIGAN :
Era was a kidder and a story teller. “Arvil and | enjoyedvists, “ said
Essie Milligan in 2009.

The first few years of the Marriagdsrbel and Clarissa were also the
years that the Antebellum Lifestyle came to Arkan&y 1850 not only would Israel
and Clarissa celebrate the birth of their first ctidrah Jane Milligan on th& &f
April, 1850 but during this year, The Reverend John Milligamldde elected to serve
the good people of Lawrence County as a County Judge. tliswas the old
courthouse at Smithville. He would serve his Lawrence Goeontstituents for 2 years.

1850 was also the marriage of John Milligrarto his wife Louisa H. Gardner on
The 7th of January and G.W. Milligan would marry Markhae Bone, the sister of Sarah
Jane Milligan’s husband, Porter A. Bone. Once Isga¢hitched, his two younger
Brothers followed suit. It seems like the Reverend irghisd nature wanted to marry all
of his kids off now that he was a Judge and a MinisténefSospel. Was this his Idea of
sharing his good fortunes with his family? If so, he flat deared his house and gave
every one of his boys their own homesteads and partklad. His family was growing
too large. His boys were adults and to have all of ting at the homeplace together
made it difficult for Eda and the girls to have thaivn privacy. “Yep, Have to marry off
the boys” was John’s battle cry in 1850. | know, it wasl#dies of the house that
wouldn't let the Reverend hear the end of it if he didigar the boys out of the house.
Maybe he already had an ear full and wasn’t going to aalemore.
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George Riley Milligan

By the time George Riley Milligan was born in Apoil 1866, America and
indeed Lawrence County was a different place. The Soudttokathe Civil War and the
Milligan Family had lost Ellis Ragsdale Milligan who dias the result of getting sick on
his way to Fort Pillow. He died at the Hospital in Pax#hs in Feb of 1862 and 3
months later, Malissa Evaline Milligan, ol' Doc Softlyife, passed away on the 25th of
May in 1862, giving birth to Faith Jane Softly. These were giwes in the Milligan
Campground Cemetery.

Ellis’ Family was devastated by the War and the lossolife but by 1866, The
south would have to start in this period of “Reconstruktibife had to go on and the
folks of the southern states were in bad need of everythatigvould sustain life. Homes
had to be rebuilt. The people had to have seed stock togoidmet the land on a paying
basis again. Children born into this time period wem litto poverty.

Israel's family was in the same boat as everydse dames Lancer Milligan tried
to keep Milligan and Sons a solvent business but things justhivéhe same. G.W.
Milligan was all shot up during the War and captured twitewent back to Benton
County to live. The Reverend John Milligan and Eda whetbkdim elder years of life and
John himself, would never really get over the loss ®8bn Ellis let alone see Melissa’s
grave every Sunday when they went to church.

Israel Milligan, shown below on the left, in thenter of 1861 enlisted as a
Captain and had his own troop of men for 30 days to help sup@ies for Colonel
Borland. He and Ellis R. Milligan’s son, Israel HenRidght) were good friends after
Ellis had passed in 1862.
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Israel’'s muster roll certificate allowed him pay for &ys afterwhich he went back to
help James Lancer take care of Milligan and sons busiHesand James Lancer had to
fill in for John Milligan who was quite elderly during th¥ar years. He just didn’t have
the strength any longer to pull a hide from a steer anddiigsitevoted these years of his
and Eda’s life to his Ministry. He tried the best he ddalkeep out of the war himself as
the Presbyterian Church wanted its members to look inwaheia souls and try to
develop a personal system of values that didn’t clainthendife.
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George Riley Milligan was born right at the beginnaighe South’s
“Reconstruction” period April 15, 1866 in Strawberry, Lawre@ounty, Arkansas. He
was so young that he probably didn’t remember these pééfs. Nor would he have
remembered that less than a year after his birth, Ther&ad John Milligan had died on
the 12th of January 1867. John’s death was the end o&darehis family. It would be
up to his children now to carry on in his footsteps. Eda veelive with their youngest
son, Andrew Milligan and he would stay at the homeplaitie rer.
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The following few pages is the History of the GeorgeRMilligan Family as
written by his descendants, Claude Clay, Stayton Milligargel Milligan and last but
not least, Arvil and Essie Milligan of Caddo, Oklahoma (2009)

This is the story of the life of George Riley Milligas found in history records
and as remembered by his Grandson Stayton Milligan ataddalsy his son Claude Clay
Milligan to Arvil Milligan.

George Riley Milligan was the ninth child of Israeta@larissa (Duke) Milligan.
He was born on Sunday, April 15, 1866 near Strawberry, Laer€o., AR. He would
have been born at home.

He had eight older siblings who probably spoiled him. AstieClarissa would
have had allot of help taking care of him. In that dag time, each child had chores to
do and helped with the welfare of the family. He atter&thool, as did all of the
children of Israel and Clarissa and would have beend&se/ork on the farm and
learned how to care for livestock. He had hogs, cattle, mules and raised corn to feed
them.

George married Mary Elizabeth Stone, who was the daughtlohn Thomas and
Mary Jane Birmingham. She was born November 17, 186%ependence Co., AR.
After Mary Jane Birmingham died on June 8, 1880, John Blsddtone married George
Riley Milligan’s older sister Elizabeth Anne “Liza” ddept. 27, 1880. John Thomas
Stone had five small children born to his previous marnelge needed a Mother.

Mary Elizabeth Stone would have been eleven when lo¢hé died. Her
brother, Andrew would have been nine, Amanda would have fbeeor six, James
(Jim) would have been four and Julie was only two. Mary Bamsingham died while
birthing twins. It was under similar circumstances, tithlof twins, which would also
claim the life of her daughter Mary Elizabeth Stonelilyain, the first wife of George
Riley Milligan, in 1904.

John Thomas Stone and Elizabeth Anne (Liza) Milli§éme had the following
children; Cornelia Elizabeth b. Sept. 21, 1881, Ludye DradelDec. 25, 1882, Cleo
Isaac b. Feb. 1884, Martha Jane b. Nov. 15, 1887 and Pdar&lele. 24, 1891.

Arvil Milligan of Caddo, Oklahoma remembers that Cleon8twas the person
who taught him to tie his shoes. Cleo came to see thigaii's in OK several times
before he and his family moved to CA. Claude Milligan atebCStone grew up playing
together.

George Riley Milligan married at age 21 to Mary Elizalstone who was age
16. Their marriage license was issued in Jackson Co.HARever, both of them were
listed as being form Lawrence Co., AR. The preache.Mbneed MG who married
them was from Independence Co., AR. They were mafugplist 12, 1886.
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The children born to this union were: Harriet Yvonnergiie) b. Sept. 1887,
Claude Clay b. Oct. 1, 1890, Gertrude Retha b. March 16, 188ésXlmer b. Oct. 2,
1895, Eva Lene b. Nov. 1897, Minnie b. Feb. 1900 and twins b. 486dtat which time
Mary Elizabeth Stone Milligan died.
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Claude Clay Milligan remembered how sad the children wien their Mother
died. Her death was hard on the whole family. It warsl lon the children trying to cook
and take care of each other. George Riley was goneaadahe children had to fend for
themselves. Claude said, “We didn’t much like our step-mptheggusta (Gussie) Wyatt,
but we were glad not to be by ourselves.”

Pictured above are Claude Clay Milligan and his 2nd wifian@ Mae Defer. Standing
in front of Claude is his son, Stayton Milligan by histfiwife, Maggie Corbit.

This is a story told by George Riley Milligan's Grands8tayton Milligan.
Stayton is the son of Claude Clay Milligan and Maggieb@@nd was 8 months old
when Gertrude and Rand Pinkston brought him to Oklahoraggh Corbit had passed
away during Stayton’s birth.

He (Stayton) goes on to say, “l stayed with Pa nedllyf the time. He would take me
with him to see his lady friends and would tell me tg stah the horse. He said if | told
anyone where we had been, I'd never get to go with hinmaBa was real good to me
and | loved him more than anything. The saddest day offenwas when he was found
dead in the cow lot.”

Sometime before George Riley Milligan had died, Clawtthim, “Pa you better
get your life in order and quit running around, before you gegjlest. Someone is going
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to shoot you.” George Riley Milligan agreed and repentecchtiech meeting. He was a
staunch Democrat and hated the K.K.K., which was pravaleéOklahoma in the 1920’s.

Stayton told this story about Governor Walton of OW/dlton didn’t like the
K.K.K. and made the statement if you shoot a robed K.iK&mber that comes to your
house I'll pardon you. He came to Cumberland for an amtik.rally and picked up
Stayton, Claude and George Riley in his shiny new 1923 blam#teinT touring car and
took them to the rally.” Sometime after this, Gov. Walwas impeached. The Ku Klux
Klan had grown too various levels of power and in Orderdolkcdown on this racist
group, Walton declared martial law with the suspensiahefvrit of habeas corpus in
Tulsa Co. However, the OK constitution forbids any manab¢éhe government from
suspending this writ. Due to this and other charges, Waltsnmeached.

Stayton remembers the KKK coming to their house allsgebsip in their robes,
throwing rocks and clods of dirt on the roof of the hodsey would shoot their guns up
in the air. Stayton said he hid under the bed and it eascary. Claude would be at the
back door and George Riley Milligan at the front doohwiteir shotguns drawn in case
some of these marauders would try to gain access totiseh
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George Riley and Augusta Wyatt were married in Jan. 19f&r their marriage,
Elizabeth Stone’s children didn’t have to stay by thdmeseand they had someone to
help with the cooking and housework. George Riley and ‘iBubkad the following
children: Abbie Margaret b. Oct. 6, 1907, Cora and Nora b. 190808, Eunice b.
January 1910 d. April 1910, and Era Beulah (Tommie) b. Dec. 18, RR&sie had
tuberculosis and died in 1914. George Riley was again Igfttwo little girls, Abby and
Era.

The three girls from George Riley Milligan's first mage, Gertrude, Eva and
Minnie, all married soon after Gussie’s death. Vonnie thaone who helped raise
Abbie and Era. She didn't ever have any children of her. @@orge Riley Milligan then
moved his family to Oklahoma in 1919 and in 1920, he bought a pidgryan &
Marshall Co., OK.

He wasn'’t as conscientious about sending his childrechool as his parents
were and Claude Clay only had a fourth grade education. ¥owee believed his
children should have a good education. He especially thdbgjhtnheeded math skills. He
taught them their Roman numerals, multiplication tsdeldition, subtraction and
fractions and would drill them while milking the cows anchight. Arvil is good at Math
to this day and was the high point student in Math at MEldilh School. This was out of
about ninety students.

One day as Vonnie, Claude, and Gertrude were coming homesdtaool,
Vonnie fell and cut her knee real bad. Claude rememberédakadlids holding her down
while George Riley Milligan sewed up the cut. Her knee licbilg she had a bad scar
until she died. Vonnie was always overweight.

George Riley Milligan died July 2, 1929 near Ayleswokltarshall Co., OK. His
death certificate lists his death as Mitral reguritagod contributory cause Dilated
Heart. It states he had lived in OK ten years and tkaidtupation was Farmer. On his
death Certificate, his Father is listed as Isrealiysith and Mother is listed as Clauda
Duke. Information given by his son, J.E. Milligan, addidsslill, OK. James Elmer
Milligan is the younger brother of Claude Clay Milligan.

The obituary of George Riley Milligan is as follows:
“Death Claims George Milligan of Cumberland”

On July 2, 1929, occurred the death of George Riley Milligla@umberland.

The deceased was born April 15, 1866 being 63 years of agetahéhof his death.

In 1886, Mr. Milligan was married to Miss Eliza Stone, toiet eight children were
born, five of which are now living as follows: Mrs. VoarDeFer, Claude Milligan, Mrs.
Gertrude Pinkston of Swifton, Arkansas, Elmer MilliganrsMEva Richmond of Saffel,
Arkansas. Mrs. Milligan died when the youngest child walyg a little over a year old.
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Later Mr. Milligan was united in marriage to Miss Wyattd to this union five children
were born, two of which are now living, as follows: Midbbie Parkhill and Mrs. Era
Helm. This wife died in 1914.

The deceased has lived in Marshall County about ten,yezirgy located in Cumberland.
Christ was accepted by Mr. Milligan at a meeting hel@@nberland seven years ago,
conducted by Bro. Hopkins.

The deceased was a member of the O. O. F. Lodge at Gantber

Funeral services were held at the Watts Funeral HoiyelJat 2 p.m. with Rev. Will M.
Thompson, pastor of the Church of Christ at Roff,dumted the services and followed
by interment in Woodberry Forrest cemetery.

The Odd Fellows were in charge at the cemetery.

Today the Milligan Family of Caddo, Oklahoma, all descatslaf Israel Milligan and
Clarissa Duke, are growing a fine crop of their own Fasil

The “Math Master and Storyteller” Arvil on the leftéhis brother Orgel, the more

serious of the two, are both outstanding members of dldelCommunity and have
done a great job with the legacy of this branch ofitsten Milligan Family of Reeds

Creek, OI' Lawrence County, Arkansas history.
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It is with a great deal of Love and Respect that weécdezlthis volume of “Our”
Families History to our children, their children anditrchildren after them. As our lives
grow into the twilight of our own years, we both knthat this heritage will be fruitful in
the many Milligan Family generations to come. It hasrbeur Sincere Pleasure to have
nurtured your lives and have been their for you with yost lmerests in our hearts. God
Bless you all.

Essie and Arvil Milligan.
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