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 John Jones, postmaster, White Hall, Ark. Mr. Jones was born in 
Abbeville District, S. C., and is the son of Robert and Mary (Conn) 
Jones, natives of South Carolina, and of Irish descent. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones were among the first settlers of South Carolina, and there the 
mother died when her son John was but an infant. He was taken and 
reared by his grandfather, John Conn, and his father went to 
Alabama, where he was married the second time. After the death of 
his grandparents our subject was taken to Alabama by his father, and 
received his education in the common schools of that State. His father 
was a miller, and was very successful in this occupation. He was a 
member of the Christian Church, and his death occurred in Alabama 
in 1862. John Jones was reared to farm labor, and began his own 
career at the age of fifteen years. When eighteen years of age he left 
Alabama for West Tennessee and worked for money to enable him to 
attend school. This was in 1837, and he returned to Alabama, where 
he went to school for about two years, after which he was elected to 
the office of constable, although he continued to farm until 1842. He 
took for his life companion Miss Martha Thurman, a native of 
Alabama, and after marriage began farming on rented land, where he 
remained for fourteen years. In 1856 he moved to Poinsett County, 
Ark., and purchased the farm on which he now resides. At first he 
purchased 160 acres of wild land, and began to improve it, living in a 
tent until he could erect a cabin. He cleared about eight acres the first 
year, and since then has continued to clear and otherwise improve 
his farm, until now he has 200 acres of land, with 120 acres cleared. 
About 1869 he erected a gin and grist-mill, and has since conducted 
that business in connection with tilling the soil. In 1887 that mill was 
destroyed by fire, but was rebuilt in 1888. The year 1887 was an 
unfortunate one for Mr. Jones, as he had his residence and all the 
contents destroyed by fire in that year. To his marriage were born 
these children: J. P., a farmer, living in Scott Township, and is 



 

 

magistrate for his township; Isaac L., now twenty-one years of age, 
lives with his father; William C., born in 1844 and died in 1863, and 
Josephine E., born in 1846. Mr. Jones had two sons in the Confederate 
army; one, William C., sickened and died in Columbus, Miss., his 
father being present and attending to his wants until his death; the 
other son, J. P., came out without injury. Mr. Jones votes with the 
Republican party, and takes an active interest in politics. He held the 
office of justice of the peace before the war, and has filled many local 
positions of trust and responsibility, such as coroner and school 
trustee, and has been postmaster for the last twelve years. During the 
year 1851 Mr. Jones held the office of tax-collector in Limestone 
County, Ala., under a bond of $75,000. He is a member of Harrisburg 
Lodge No. 184, A. F. & A. M., and his family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.   
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J. P. Jones is another successful farmer of the county, of which he has 
been a resident since November, 1856, having come here from his 
native State of Alabama at that date. He was born in 1842, and is the 
eldest of four children of John and Martha A. (Thurman) Jones, the 
former born in South Carolina and the latter in Alabama. They were 
married in the latter State, and there the father followed the 
occupation of a planter until his removal to this State. He located on a 
woodland farm, where he has made his home up to the present date, 
and during his residence here he has been quite an active politician; 
he has filled the office of postmaster at White Hall for some ten years, 
and was also justice of the peace in 1858. He and his wife now reside 
near their son, J. P., who from his earliest youth has been familiar 
with farm life. He received his early schooling in Alabama, but in 
1861 he dropped his books and abandoned the plow to enlist in the 
Confederate army, becoming a member of Capt. Harris' Company of 
the Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, and served east of the Mississippi 
River. He was at Belmont, Shiloh, and also in many skirmishes. At 
the expiration  of his term of service he left the army and returned 
home, and was married the following year in Poinsett County, to 
Miss L. D. Eskridge, who was born in West Tennessee. Her death 



 

 

occurred in January, 1884. and in November of the same year he 
espoused Miss J. A. Stafford, a native of West Tennessee, and a 
daughter of J. D. and Heater Ann (Harrison) Stafford, who removed 
from North Carolina to Arkansas in 1880. Here the father died in 
1880, and the mother four years later. Mr. Jones has a farm of 200 
acres, with fifty acres under cultivation, on which he raises cotton 
principally. He devotes considerable attention to stock, and in 
connection with his father operates a cotton-gin. He is a Republican 
in his political views, and for the past ten years has acted as justice of 
the peace of his township. He filled the office of county treasurer for 
nearly five years, and has been a member of the school board for 
many years. He is a member of Lodge No. 77 of the I. O. O. F., at 
Harrisburg, and be and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South.    
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